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Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be
thankful. Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude
in your hearts. And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him.    
                                               Colossians 3:15-17           

Blessed to be a Blessing



It’s hard to believe that 2026 is already drawing to a close
with these last few months! Before we know it, turkeys
will be carved, pumpkin pies enjoyed, and Christmas lights
displayed. But, even as one year is wrapping up, a new
year is beginning in the Church. On Sunday, November 29,
we begin a new Church Year.
What is the Church Year?
The Church Year is a calendar developed over the
centuries that has guided Christians through the story of
Scripture and its center in the ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Just as we celebrate different
seasons and special days outside the Church, so we
celebrate special days and seasons inside the Church as
well. This calendar finds its two high points at the two
high feasts of the Church: Christmas and Easter. We begin
the year with the season of Advent, which prepares us
both for Jesus’ first coming at Christmas and his second
coming on the Last Day. Then, after our celebration of
Jesus’ birth, we jump into the seasons of Epiphany and
Lent, which point us to Jesus being revealed to all people
through his ministry and the destination of that ministry:
the cross and empty tomb. Lent then climaxes in Holy
Week and the Easter season, as we ponder the
resurrection of Jesus and how this event changes
everything. The end of the Easter season then leads us
into the final season of the Church Year, Pentecost. This
final season lasts half the year, and for good reason,
because it’s where we find ourselves in the story of
Scripture, between Easter and the Last Day. This time
immerses us in the broader ministry of Jesus and how it
guides and governs our lives as Christians today. The
Pentecost season wraps up as we ponder Jesus’ teaching
on the end times and focus our eyes on the hope of that
Last Day, when Christ returns and the new creation
dawns.
A Few Tidbits on This Church Year:

Two Halves- the first half of the Church Year is the
“festival” half, as it contains both Christmas and
Easter. The second half is the “ordinary” half, largely
consisting of the green season of Pentecost. Typically
in the first half of the Church Year, all three Scripture 
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MEMBERSHIP
CHANGES

 TERMINATION OF 
 MEMBERSHIP:     
 

   By Death: 

       Selma Leaf

       Nancy Schuchardt

       Barbara Schldt

    

Epistles- a few epistles we’ll be reading through in the
second half of this year are 1 John, 2 Corinthians,
Ephesians, James, and Hebrews.
Gospel of Mark- every year, a majority of our gospel
readings will come from one of the synoptic gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke), allowing us to travel
through the story of Jesus via a consistent voice. This
last year, you may have noticed a lot of Matthew! This
year, we’ll be spending that time with Mark. You’ll
notice that portions of John’s gospel are included in all
three years of the lectionary so we get good exposure
to all four gospels. 
Colors- a great way to teach children about the Church
Year and reinforce the lectionary is pointing out the
liturgical colors you’ll see on the altar, lectern, pulpit,
and columns during different seasons and days of the
Church Year. Every weekly worship folder notates what
the color is and why we use that color.

readings you hear will be
coordinated and connected in
some way. In the second half,
the Old Testament and Gospel
readings are typically connected,
but we get the opportunity to do
some continuous reading
through epistles that may not be
explicitly connected  to the other
readings. 

Connecting Church and Home:
The lectionary is a wonderful tool that exposes us to
different parts of Scripture, all the while pointing us to
Christ. In addition to being in church and hearing these
readings spoken and proclaimed, the lectionary is a
wonderful tool for family devotions at home. Every week
in your worship folder, you’ll see paragraph summaries of
the readings and questions for further discussion and
reflection. This can be used around the dinner table each
week or wherever your family most often gathers.
Consider studying the Gospel of Mark or one of the
epistles we’ll be reading through later in the year
personally and/or as a family. By following these rhythms
in church and our homes, we reinforce the gospel of Jesus
over and over again to our spouses, children, and yes,
even ourselves! God be with you all as we enter this new
year of the Church.

Elm Grove
Lutheran’s

Annual Food
Ingathering

Please join our Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, Nov 25, and
bring non-perishable food items to be donated to our urban church
partners. Our Youth will box up the food for Jim & Diane Olson to
deliver. If you aren’t able to attend the Nov 25 service, food can be
left in the lower lobby. Look for the sign. Ideas listed below. 
Money: Our partner churches appreciate funds to buy food to stock
their pantries. Consider writing a check to Elm Grove Lutheran Church
with “Bread and Fish” in the memo line. 

· Non-perishable
· Hasn’t reached its expiration date
· Items that YOU like to eat, because 
   others will probably like it too
· Pasta, rice and pasta sauce
· Healthy cereal

· Canned tuna, ham or chicken, beef stew, chili, 
     peanut butter, canned/dried beans                      
· Canned fruits and vegetables
· Canned, hearty soup
· Condiments
· All natural juice

On the cover:



Date & Time Location Topic Open To Pastor/Leader

Sundays 10:30-11:30 a.m. Sanctuary Pastoral Epistles of 1 & 2 
Timothy and Titus All Skovgaard 

Sundays 10:45-11:30 a.m. Youth Room Themes of the Bible Youth Teggatz

Tuesdays     7-8 a.m. Room 228 Revelation Men Skovgaard and Teggatz

Tuesdays   10-11 a.m. BAAC The story of the Bible through the lens of
various people we meet along the way. Women Teggatz

Wednesdays 10-11 a.m.
(except 1  Wed. of month)st BAAC St. Paul’s magnum opus - the epistle to

the Romans All Skovgaard
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Ladies,
We hope you can join us Sunday, December 3, 2026,
3:30-5:30 p.m. for another Advent by Candlelight.
The Fellowship Hall will be prepared with beautiful
Christmas decorations and candlelit tables set with
special linens and china. Tables of delicious appetizers,
desserts, flavored coffees, teas, and punch will await
you. But it is our hearts we come to quietly prepare for
the celebration of birth of our Savior and Lord, Jesus.
This year, we will hear the prophecy of our Savior in
the Old and New Testaments presented by Dr. Brad
Alles. 
Please join us (and invite a friend or relative). Call
Carole Braun (262-781-1494) or Meg Grelk (262-309-
9861) for your reservation and to offer to decorate a
table, bring a treat or offer your helping hands by
MONDAY, November 27, 2026.

 Carole Braun    Meg Grelk     

Grow in God’s Word this Fall - Attend an EGL Bible Study!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Advent is upon us! It is a time of waiting, a time of hope, 
a time of preparation, a time of prayer. The prayer of the
Church throughout each and every Advent season is this:
“Come, Lord Jesus.”
      Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
      Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
      Jesus comes with words of gladness,
      Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.             (LSB 353:3) 



The evening group will meet on Monday, November 16
at 6:30 in the West Fellowship Room to fill jars with the
dry ingredients for cookies. The sale of these jars will
take place on Sunday, November 22 in the lower
entrance of our church. Prices will be $7.00 per jar or 3
jars for $20. The proceeds from the sale will be used to
send delegates and young women reps to the LWML
National Convention in Oklahoma City in June 2027. The
Fall Retreat held at the Holiday Inn Manitowoc
September 25-26 was enjoyed by all who attended. The
ingathering totaled 626 items for use at The Crossings of
Manitowoc County which is a non-profit Christian-based
organization supporting families. The Keynote speaker
was Shara Fritz on the theme Enough for Now based on
Hebrews 13:5. Grace Sugg, Community Engagement
Officer of A Place of Refuge Ministries was one of the
mite speakers.
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Operation Christmas Child
On Monday, Oct 12, our EGL LWML
evening group packed 72 boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. Contents
included hygiene items, small toys and
school supplies. Each child will also
receive a Christmas booklet in their
ethnic language telling of Jesus' birth!
Thank you to the LWML and all who  
generously gave items to bring joy to
these needy children.

Our LWML will be working on its fund
raiser in the month of November. The
morning group will be filling jars with
the dry ingredients for soup at 10:00
a.m. on Wednesday, November 4  in
the  Fellowship Hall.

“Serve the Lord with gladness.”   Psalm 100:2                     

A big thank you to all
who knitted hats for

LWML - the Crossings in
Manitowoc County. We

had 77 hats.

2026 Christmas 
Gift Guide

cph.org

BUY BOOKS FOR
CHRISTMAS GIFTS



5



by John & Nancy Wolck

At the end of September, Pr. Skovgaard led seven people from the SWD on a week-long
trip for the 2  Germany FORO. nd

A FORO is an gathering of LCMS missionaries - in a particular country - hosting interested
folks to witness, learn about and support their efforts. German missions are part of the
LCMS Eurasia region. Our host, Pr. Christian Tiews, will preach at EGL on Nov. 8. Be there!!

In Germany, LCMS missionaries partner with SELK, the confessional Lutheran denomination
there. Therefore, our LCMS outreach is not to the native German people (SELK’s focus). 

Our efforts are aimed at three groups: 
Immigrant Persians from Iran and Afghanistan
English-speaking Expats 
Ukrainian refugees

This FORO was even better than last year’s!
Missionaries continue focused and excited to proclaim Christ

      Fervor to preach Christ, plant Lutheran churches and share God’s mercy is contagious!
Missions are thriving and expanding

    

New missionaries have joined the field
       Pr. Jeff & Deaconess Gina Teeple (Frankfurt Expats), Vicar Peter Williams (Eurasia), Sean  
       McHugh (Eurasia) and Pr. Charles Ferry (Eurasia)

New progress in translating liturgy and hymns into Persian
      In Leipzig we heard Deaconess Kim Bueltmann’s musical efforts to make beautiful, faithful 
      translations of Lutheran liturgy and hymns into Persian, including their unique musical style 
      and poetry. 

We visited historical sites significant to the Reformation
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Germany FORO 2026

The Persian project in Hamburg, Leipzig and Steglitz are thriving (we worshipped with Pr.
Martens’ huge congregation of Persians and experienced their joy in Christ’s gifts) and three
Iranians are taking seminary classes through the Luther Academy online seminary in Riga;
Expat work is expanding in Frankfurt and Kaiserslautern; and the Ukrainian Church, the
only confessional Lutheran one in Wittenburg draws many to Christ by Word and
Sacrament using the Eastern Rite form of worship. It was a special joy to meet and eat with
many Persians and Ukrainians served by our missionaries!

We toured the Wartburg Castle and J.S. Bach’s childhood home in Eisenach; delighted in the
restored beauty of historic St. Lukaskirche in Leipzig; enjoyed a huge 360  mural of
“Reformation Times” (with a no-gospel audio explanation) and gently handled ancient
documents at the impressive Reformation Research Library & Archive. 

o
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JOIN US IN SUPPORTING THE GERMAN MISSION. PRAY FOR:
Rev. Dr. Christian & Lula Tiews (LCMS, Persian Project in Hamburg, Germany)
Deaconess Kim Bueltmann (LCMS, Persian Project in Leipzig)
Rev. Dr. Gottfried Martens (SELK, Persian Project in Berlin-Steglitz)
Rev. Hugo Gevers (SELK, Persian Project in Leipzig)
Rev. Nathaniel Jensen (LCMS, Expats in Kaiserslautern)
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Teeple & Deaconess Gina Teeple (LCMS Expats in Frankfurt)
Rev. Andriy Honcharuk (Ukrainian Church in Wittenburg)
Rev. Dr. David Preus, Eurasia Regional Director
Rev. Charles Ferry, Eurasia Assistant Regional Director
Sean MeHugh, Eurasia Regional Business Director
Vicar Peter Williams (Eurasia Regional Mission, various countries)
OUR LORD TO SEND MORE WORKERS TO THE HARVEST!!!

Pastor Skovgaard preaches in
Luther’s pulpit, Wittenburg

Persian converts crowd to Christ’s gifts, Steglitz

Kim Bueltmann translates liturgy,
Leipzig Germany FORO '26, Wartburg Castle

TO SUPPORT LCMS GERMAN
MISSIONARIES, 

we have “Adoption Agreements” available, 
or CALL Mission Central at (712) 882-1029 

SUPPORT GERMANY
FORO PROJECTS: 

lcms.org/givenow/
germany-foro



EGL Stammtisch!!
Guys! Lots to be 
THANKFUL for this 
and every year…Let’s
celebrate our Christian
faith with fellowship 
and fun on Thursday,
November 19, from 
7:30-9:00 (ish) p.m. 
Again, the November
EGL Stammtisch will 
be at the EGL 
Bartelt Center.  

8

Bring your favorite beverage and snacks to share
(and a friend?) Any questions? Contact Bruce
Bessert by phone/text at 414-526-8430, or by
email at bruce.bessert@gmail.com 

In ancient Egypt, beer
production was a respected
profession carried out 
primarily by women. 

2  ANNUAL EGL FALL BREWING SOCIALND

Participating were Bruce Bessert, John
Wolck, Jason Krueger, Owen Krueger,
with Pastor Skovgaard making a brief
appearance. Special thanks to John
Wolck, our great brewmaster! A great
time was had by all with a brat lunch
following. About 4 gallons of (hopefully)  
a smooth Quad ale were produced and
will be ready for tasting in February or
March 2027. Prost!

Fellowship Hall

During the Bubonic Plague,
beer was often considered safer
to drink than local water
supplies because the boiling
and fermentation process
reduced contamination risks.



November Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included, 

please contact the church office. 
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Nov 1

Tyler Anderson
Connor Hipke

Nov 2

Donna Corder 
Jacob Harner
Richard Mueller
Ann Wilcox

Nov 3

Angela Lee
Caleb Nelson
Ted Wilke

Nov 4

Jameson Midtbo
Julianne Skovgaard

Nov 5

Taylor Beuchel
Karen Handrich
A-Diane & Thomas Zavadil

Nov 6

Sharon Fisher
Bill Keefer
Eric Skovgaard

Nov 7

Arlene Malnar (80)

Nov 22
Christopher Avant

Nov 24
Gabriel Dean
Makia Koch-Seymore
Jean Roman

Nov 25
Timothy Albers
John Wolck

Nov 27
Isaac Burant
Oliver Burant
Laurie Radewahn
A-Kenneth & Elaine Willis (72)

Nov 28
Christine Jaeschke

Nov 29
James Kaul

Nov 30
Thomas Hipke

Nov 10
Barbara Wilbur
A-Richard & Patricia Mueller
A-Marna & Lawrence Olenchek
A-Liz & David Pond

Nov 11
Norma Scott (101)
A-Petra & Josh Seymore

Nov 13
Mark Midtbo

Nov 14
Richard Knutson
Shelly Skovgaard
David Stamm

Nov 16
Meadow Midtbo
Irma Witzke

Nov 17
Layton Gehrke

Nov 19
Nancy Genack
Jerry Hogan

Nov 21
Andrea Jagusch
Ron Wegner



November
Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church Calendar - 2026

The Sermon on the Mount
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
The Beatitudes
 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.    
                                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 5:1-12                



WORSHIP SCHEDULE
 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 
every Sunday

(Unless there is a fifth Sunday in the month, 
when Matins is sung)

 

Bible Study will follow the service
10:30-11:30 

Thursday 6:30 p.m.
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 
1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday

No Thursday worship service on Thanksgiving.
There will be a worship service on

Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 p.m.

info@egl.org

Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor 
Rev. Joshua D. Teggatz, Executive 

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday   8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The deadline for articles and photos to be submitted for the next Seasons is Sunday, November 15. 
 Submissions can be sent to seasons@egl.org 

Prayer Warriors at Elm Grove Lutheran Church are ready to pray for you.
 

If you have a prayer request or wish to become a part of this great mission, please contact:
 

Linda Hoffmann – LindalHoffmann@yahoo.com or call 262-786-1203, 
or email Meg Grelk, mgrelk55@gmail.com 
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Come join our Sunday School students in
studying the Old Testament Prophets, 

10:30 -11:30 in room 152 lower hallway.
Teachers or helpers are needed also. 

See Linda Hoffmann for details. 

EGL THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON
Please join our EGL family in gathering together for a family
style Thanksgiving luncheon on Sunday, November 22,
beginning at 11:30 am, following Sunday morning Bible
Studies and Sunday School. 

Turkey, gravy and mashed potatoes will be provided. 
Watch for signup information with an opportunity to bring a
dish to share.

IT’S TIME TO FALL BACK!
Sunday, November 1,  
at 2:00 a.m. local time

A reminder to change the batteries 
in your smoke detectors!

Honoring all Veterans 
Veterans Day occurs on Wednesday, November 11 and is a holiday dedicated
to American veterans of all wars. It became a federal holiday in the United
States in 1938. In November 1918 during World War I—at the 11th hour of

the 11th day of the 11th month of that year—an armistice, or temporary
cessation of hostilities, was declared between the Allied nations and Germany.

TUESDAY 
NOV 3

visit:
myvote.wi.

gov

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
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	A-Marna & Lawrence Olenchek
	A-Liz & David Pond

	Nov 11
	Norma Scott (101)
	A-Petra & Josh Seymore

	Nov 13
	Mark Midtbo

	Nov 14
	Richard Knutson
	Shelly Skovgaard
	David Stamm

	Nov 16
	Meadow Midtbo
	Irma Witzke

	Nov 17
	Layton Gehrke

	Nov 19
	Nancy Genack
	Jerry Hogan

	Nov 21
	Andrea Jagusch
	Ron Wegner

	Nov 22
	Nov 24

	Gabriel Dean
	Makia Koch-Seymore
	Jean Roman
	Nov 25
	Timothy Albers
	John Wolck

	Nov 27
	Isaac Burant
	Oliver Burant
	Laurie Radewahn
	A-Kenneth & Elaine Willis (72)

	Nov 28
	Christine Jaeschke

	Nov 29
	James Kaul

	Nov 30
	Thomas Hipke

	The Sermon on the Mount
	The Beatitudes
	Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
	Rev. Joshua D. Teggatz, Executive
	Office Hours: Monday - Friday   8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.




	WORSHIP SCHEDULE
	Sunday 9:00 a.m.
	The Lord’s Supper is celebrated
	every Sunday

	Thursday 6:30 p.m.
	The Lord’s Supper is celebrated
	1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday
	There will be a worship service on Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 p.m.



	EGL THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON
	IT’S TIME TO FALL BACK!
	myvote.wi.gov



