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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Sumday, Mareh 1, 2026 — A:00 am.

Divine Service 3




EGLC Communion Statement
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated here in the glad confidence that those who
commune actually eat and drink the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in, with, and under the bread and the wine. Only those communicants who
believe this and who repent of their sins receive forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. Those who do not believe this or who do not repent of their sins will
commune to their harm. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the specific
teachings of the faith which is confessed in this congregation, those who are not
in agreement with this understanding of the Lord’s Supper, or who belong to a
religious community that is not in Altar & Pulpit Fellowship with The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, are requested to consult with the presiding minister
before communing.

EGL WHY Statement: “God has established EGL to proclaim Christ,
receiving and sharing His gifts in Word and Sacrament.”

Lenten Services
During this year’s Lenten journey to Easter, we will eavesdrop on Job’s
experience and often faithful response. The Book of Job will serve as the theme
for the midweek and Holy Week services as we see the “bet” between God and
Satan play out in the Bible’s greatest book of wisdom. We all suffer — personally
and privately. We also suffer in more public ways: jobs are lost, relationships fall
apart, loved ones die, laws go unenforced and communities flounder. Martin
Luther once claimed that “Job is magnificent and sublime like no other book of
Scripture.” We gather each week for a short, devotional type of service, focusing
on one particular passage in Job. Each Wednesday night will feature a light meal,
prepared by different individuals and groups, also before the 6:30 p.m. worship
service. Come be strengthened by God’s Word in the pages of Job, and then
strengthened, encourage one another to pursue the way of Christian discipleship.




Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Sing Praise to the God of Israel — Wilbur Held
Hymn of Invocation 936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel
Confession and Absolution p- 184
Ingroit . Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon: v. 8
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P He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
C Seek the LorD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
P Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,
C O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!
P Heis the | LORD our God;*
his judgments are in | all the earth.
ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther and to the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
P He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

Kyrie — Collect of the Day pp. 186-189
(No Hymn of Praise during Lent)



Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9
The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” *So Abram
went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their
possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they
set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, ®Abram passed
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were
in the land. “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”
So he built there an altar to the LorD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east. And there he built an altar to the LorD and called upon the name of the LorD. °And Abram
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Choral Response Come, Let Us Fix Our Eyes on Jesus — Kenneth T. Kosche

Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. >And to the one
who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as

righteousness, %just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: 7"Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .
13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *For if it is the adherents of the law who
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. >For the law brings wrath, but where
there is no law there is no transgression. 1That is why it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of
the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 7as it is
written, "I have made you the father of many nations”"—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(During Lent, the Alleluia is omitted)



Holy Gospel John 3:1-17
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

INow there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Nicodemus said to him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?” *Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 1%Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do
not understand these things? ' Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 2If I have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? '3No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *°that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life. ®*For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. Y”For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed p- 191
Hymn of the Day 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
Sermon “Saved Strugglers” (John 3:1-17)
Offertory pp. 192-193
Offering God Loved the World So That He Gave — Wayne L. Wold

To give to EIm Grove Lutheran Church, you can scan the QR
code (left) to go to our online giving site.

(Those who are not communing may place their cards in the offering plate.)

Prayer of the Church



Preface — Agnus Dei pp. 194-198

Hymns During Distribution 591 This Is the Spirit's Entry Now
428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow
971 There Is a Redeemer
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1 There is a Re - deem - er— Je - sus, God’s own Son;

2 Je - sus, my Re-deem - er, Name a - bove all names;
3 When I stand in glo - ry, 1 will see His face;
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Pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Ho . ly One.
Pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Hope for sin - ners slain.
There I'll  serve my King for-ev-er In that ho - ly place.
A Rgﬂ‘am
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Thank You, O my Fa - ther, For giv-ing us  Your Son,

And leav - ing Your Spir-it Till the work on earth is done.
Text and tune: Melody Green, 1946, alt.
Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005587

Nunc Dimittis - Benediction pp. 199-202
Closing Hymn 877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven
Postlude God Loved the World So That He Gave — Benjamin M. Culli

ALTAR PARAMENTS: Alternate white paraments.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Placed by Arlene Malnar in loving memory of husband and father, Don Malnar.



Participants

Presiding Minister Pastor Teggatz
Organist Richard C. Ewert
Choir Exultate Singers
Piano Gene Traas
Flute Emily Ewert
Clarinet Christine Wilcox
Bass Clarinet Laura Traas
Elder Paul Haut
Chancel Assistant Steve Hipenbecker
Usher Team on duty Sharon Boudro, Kirk Midtbo, Emily Krueger, Jason Krueger,

Diane Olson, Jim Olson, Sam Thompson
Altar Guild Karen Clark, Carol Ewert

SERVING NEXT WEEK
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 (6:30 P.M.)
ELDER: Doug Grelk
CHANCEL ASSISTANT: Jim Olson
USHER TEAM 1: Anthony Bagwell, Pam Ganswindt, Andrea Kysely, Steve Nelson, Shelly
Skovgaard, Cathy Tuttrup, Matt Zientek, Mikayla Zientek
SUNDAY, MARCH 8 (9:00 A.M.)
ELDER: Bruce Bessert
CHANCEL ASSISTANT: Mattias Goldenstein
USHER TEAM 2: Chase Hipke, Connor Hipke, Rob Hipke, Thomas Hipke, Tyler Hipke, Carter Klein,
Ian Klein, Michael Klein, Ann Wilcox, Christine Wilcox




EGL in the Word (Second Sunday in Lent)

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-9

The book of Genesis has two very distinct sections, namely, Genesis 1-11 and Genesis 12-50.
Genesis 1-11 contains many of the events we might first think of when considering Genesis:
creation, the fall, Noah and the flood, rounded out by the Tower of Babel. These events are
cosmic in scope and consequence and, while the rest of Genesis certainly has consequences for
all the families of the earth, the narrative takes time to laser in on one particular man and his
descendants, through whom that cosmic blessing will come. The last part of Genesis 11 traces
Noah’s son Shem and his descendants; Shem, as you may recall, is the most blessed of Noah's
three sons (see Gen 9:26-27). And that blessing is traced down to Abram and his descendants.
God appears to Abram and promises land, a great nation/reputation, and abundant blessings
both for him and for all. With this promise in hand, Abram (at 75 years old!) leaves Haran and his
previous life of pagan idolatry to trust in God’s promises, stepping foot in the Promised Land his
descendants will possess come the days of Joshua. For several chapters (Gen 12-25), we journey
with Abram and then with Isaac and Jacob, who continue to inherit this promise.

Epistle: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

In this section of Romans, after the powerful proclamation of the righteousness that comes only
by faith in Jesus Christ (see Rom 3:21-31), Paul illustrates this point by drawing on our Old
Testament reading and God’s subsequent repetition of the promise in Genesis 15:1-6. The
question is this: was Abraham justified by faith or by works? Paul’s answer? By faith, hands
down. We can see that in Genesis 12, as Abram’s inclusion in God'’s kingdom is not a matter of
his works before God but a promise of sheer grace, a promise Abram believed throughout his life.
The promise that Abraham would be the “father of many nations” is fulfilled in the Church, those
from every corner who call upon the name of Jesus, whose faith justifies, saves, and seals them
for eternal life. This is what it means to be a child of Abraham (see John 8:39-59).

New Testament: John 3:1-17

John chapter two ends in a sobering way, detailing the first signs of faith in the crowds as a
result of his first signs, as well as the surface-level faith Jesus observes that will eventually wither
away as Jesus’ teachings become more difficult. Jesus knows “what is in man,” namely, darkness
and stubbornness as a result of the fall. And here in chapter three, we have a complex test case
of this in Nicodemus that leaves us in suspense. Nicodemus comes with questions. Jesus teaches
Nicodemus about the kingdom of God and the need to be born again. Nicodemus struggles to
understand as Jesus points to the work of water and the Spirit to create a new life of faith that
brings people into the kingdom that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all those who held on to God’s
promises in faith have inherited. How is this all possible? Because Jesus comes to save, being a
tangible expression of God’s love for His world, and He will save by being lifted up (see Numbers
21:4-9 for the Old Testament context here). Even here in chapter three, Jesus is preaching the
cross and the new birth that comes from it to Nicodemus. We don't know where Nicodemus
ultimately lands at the end of this conversation but he certainly appears to be taking Jesus
seriously as we see him later help bury Jesus in John’s gospel (19:39). From here, Jesus travels
to Samaria (John 4), to which we will focus our attention next week.



Questions for Reflection This Week

Monday: Has there been a time where you've felt you didn’t have “enough” faith because of
doubts and struggles? How did you handle that situation?

Tuesday: What is a teaching of the church that you've struggled with at times throughout your
life? Was there a place where you felt you could express that struggle?

Wednesday: What are some favorite memories you have of John 3:16?

Thursday: What does it look like for you to seek understanding as a result of the faith you've
been given? What would you like to learn more about regarding the faith, the Scriptures, the
Church, etc.? Tell us, we'd love to hear from you on this one!

Friday: As the sermon concluded, we pondered that our church is full of strugglers. How might
we be more open to doubts, questions, and struggles here at EGL?

Next Week’s Readings (Third Sunday in Lent)
Old Testament- Exodus 17:1-7
Epistle- Romans 5:1-8
New Testament- John 4:5-26

Next Week’s Sermon
“The Well” (John 4:5-26)



NOTES
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S 9:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Rental (Gym)

7:00 p.m. AA Meeting (FH)

M 5:00 p.m. Intrada Ringers (Church)
7:00 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)
7:00 p.m. Barbershop Group (FH)

T 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (228)
10:00 a.m. Women'’s Bible Study (BAAC)
5:15 p.m. Exultate Ringers (Church)
6:00 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)

6:30 p.m. TLCHS Board (228)
W 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (BAAC)
1:00 p.m. Sheepshead (BAAC)
5:30 p.m. Lenten Dinner
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten Worship
7:30 p.m. Exultate Singers (MC)
T 5:30 p.m. She Shed (BAAC)
6:30 p.m. TLCHS Open House
6:30 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)
S 4:00 p.m. Rental (CLC, CLC Kitchen,
Gym, YR)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

IN THE LORD’'S HOUSE: There were 201
people that attended services last week in person
and 71 households streamed the services for a
total of 272. “And they devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.”

EGL FOUNDATION GOLF OUTING: Mark your
calendars for Friday, May 8! The EGL Foundation
is once again hosting a golf outing, dinner and
raffle. All proceeds from this event will go to
support Trinity Lutheran Classical High School.
Sign-up forms are now available in the back of the
church along with donor/sponsor forms. You can
drop off completed forms in the golf outing
mailbox in the mailbox room. The deadline for
sign-up this year is April 24!

BASKETS OF BLESSINGS 2026: Would you like
to bring some cheer and Easter blessings to a
fellow EGL member who finds it difficult to get to
church? We will again provide the baskets for you
to pick up with the name and contact information,
and suggested list of small items on Sunday,
March 22, and 29. (Note the pick up location:

Upper level, outside the coffee fellowship area)
Please fill them and deliver them before Easter
with blessings from all of us. Questions? Please
call Barb Thompson (262-784-3886) or Carole
Braun (262-781-1494).

PICKLEBALL: We are hoping to begin a pickleball
group here at EGL that would meet either monthly
or bimonthly to gather for fellowship, fun
competition, and prayer. This group would be
open to all levels of play, even folks who have
never played before. Right now, we would like to
gauge interest in this, so if this is something you
might be interested in, please let the church office
or Pastor Teggatz know. Thank you!

NOMINATIONS FOR EGL LEADERSHIP: At
the Sunday morning, May 17, Voters Assembly we
will elect new leadership to both the Elders
Committee and the Board of Directors. You have
the opportunity to nominate godly men to the
Elders Committee as well as godly men and/or
women to the Board of Directors. There are two
positions on both open for election on May 17.
Please submit any nominations to the Church


http://www.egl.org/
http://www.egl.org/

Office or one of the Pastors by Easter Sunday,
April 5.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE SIGNAGE
PROJECT: EGL is preparing to enhance signage
throughout our campus to better welcome visitors,
provide clear direction, and reflect our identity in
Christ. Our goal is to raise $75,000 to fund new
monument signs, updated lettering, directional
signage, and necessary electrical work. The
Foundation is providing a matching gift of $1 for
every $2 raised to support this effort. Graphic
boards showing the proposed signs and locations
are in the back of the church. “Let your light shine
before others...” (Matthew 5:16)

LENTEN DEVOTIONS: There are three Lenten
devotionals available for you on the table outside
of the church. One from each of the following,
Higher Things, Lutheran Hour Ministries, and
Concordia Publishing House.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday school will not meet
March 15 due to spring break. See you in church!

LIST OF LENTEN MEALS: Thank you so much to
everyone who has offered to host meals this
Lenten season. All of the dates have been spoken
for. Feb 18 hosted by the Altar Guild (chili); Feb
25 hosted by the Elders Committee (tacos); March
4 hosted by the handbell choirs (cold sandwiches
and salad); March 11 hosted by the choir (sloppy
joes); March 18 hosted by the Evangelism
Committee (baked potatoes); and March 25
hosted by the Finance Committee (jambalaya).
The free will offering at the Lenten dinners will go
toward the Let Your Light Shine Signage Project.

LWML: The morning group of LWML will meet on
Wednesday, March 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the BAAC.
The Bible study, "Not the World’s Peace,”
pages 16-17 of the winter issue of Lutheran

Woman's Quarterly is the presence of God's
gracious work through Jesus Christ. It should
prove to be an interesting discussion. Plan to
attend.

LWML: The evening group will meet on Monday,
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Friendship Library to
discuss future mission projects. Plan to attend.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: Thursday, March
19 at 9:30 a.m. is the next meeting in the BAAC.
The book to be discussed is The Runaway Quilt
written by Jennifer Chiaverini about the
underground railroad in the free state of
Pennsylvania prior to the Civil War. Searching in
an old house in the attic, a diary is found written
by the sister of the person’s great, great
grandfather, plus 3 very old handcrafted quilts.
The plot involves 3 different time periods and goes
back and forth telling the story of the story of how
the runaway quilt played a key role when the quilt
would hang on a clothesline to indicate a safe
house for runaway slaves. It tells the interesting
story of a family through the years and how the
runaway quilt was important to the underground
railroad. Plan to attend. We welcome new
members.

SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT STUDENT
FINANCIAL AID: Anyone attending a Concordia
University or Seminary, is a member of an LCMS
congregation in the SWD and is preparing to be a
full-time church worker (pastor, teacher,
deaconess, DCE/DCO, DFLM, DPM, lay minister) is
encouraged to apply. There are two applications
required (District Financial Aid Application and
Personal Aid Application). Both are available on
the SWD website — www.swd.lcms.org/AID.
Applications are due at the District Office by
May 15.



http://www.swd.lcms.org/AID

