
ELM GROVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
945 Terrace Dr., Elm Grove, WI 53122 

Phone (262) 797-2970 

Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor 
Rev. Joshua D. Teggatz, Associate Pastor 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

Divine Service 1 
 
Welcome and Announcements  

 

Prelude The Ancient Law Departs – Donald Rotermund 
 

Hymn of Invocation  898 The Ancient Law Departs 

 
Confession and Absolution p. 151 

 
Introit Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

 

Kyrie – Collect of the Day pp. 152-156 
(The Hymn of Praise: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High) 

 
Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, 

and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a 
time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time  



to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time 

for peace. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 90:1–12 
P Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

C in all generations. 
P Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

C from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

P You return man to dust 
C and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

P For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 
C or as a watch in the night. 

P You sweep them away as with a flood; 

C they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
P in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

C in the evening it fades and withers. 
P For we are brought to an end by your anger; 

C by your wrath we are dismayed. 
P You have set our iniquities before you, 

C our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

P For all our days pass away under your wrath; 
C we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

P The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; 
C yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

P Who considers the power of your anger, 

C and your wrath according to the fear of you? 
P So teach us to number our days 

C that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Epistle Romans 8:31b–39 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 

interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake 
we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that 



neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  p. 156  
 

Holy Gospel Luke 12:35–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are 

waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door 
to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 

awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them 

recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the 
third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of 

the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

Sermon  “Be Ready for Action” (Luke 12:35-40) 

 
Athanasian Creed pp. 319-320 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering O God, Our Help in Ages Past – Paul O. Manz 

 
(Those who are not communing may place their cards in the offering plate.) 

 

Offertory – Agnus Dei  pp. 159-163  

 
Hymns During Distribution 896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year 

 



Post-Communion Canticle – Benediction  pp. 164-166  
(Canticle: 937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace) 
 
Closing Hymn 878 Abide with Me 

 

Postlude O God, Our Help in Ages Past – Paul O. Manz 
 
ALTAR PARAMENTS: White paraments adorn the chancel throughout the Christmas season emphasizing God’s 
(white) greatest gift to the world (earth tones), Jesus Christ incarnate. 
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Presiding Minister Pastor Skovgaard 

Organist Richard C. Ewert 
Elder John Wolck 

Chancel Assistant Steve Hipenbecker 
Usher Team on duty Tom Brojanac, Ben Ewert, Emily Ewert, Peter Holzwart, 

 Ken Schuppner, Duane Wunsch 

Altar Guild Sherri Bond, Jean Kruse 
 


