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CHRISTMAS DAY 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 – 10:00 a.m.  
  

Divine Service 1 
  



EGLC Communion Statement 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated here in the glad confidence that those who 

commune actually eat and drink the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in, with, and under the bread and the wine. Only those communicants who 

believe this and who repent of their sins receive forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. Those who do not believe this or who do not repent of their sins will 

commune to their harm. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the specific 
teachings of the faith which is confessed in this congregation, those who are not 
in agreement with this understanding of the Lord’s Supper, or who belong to a 
religious community that is not in Altar & Pulpit Fellowship with The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, are requested to consult with the presiding minister 

before communing. 
 

 
 

 

EGL WHY Statement: “God has established EGL to proclaim Christ, 
receiving and sharing His gifts in Word and Sacrament.” 

 

 
 

 

Children in Worship 
"Let the little children come to me." Jesus delights in faithful parents bringing 

their children to hear His Word. EGL gladly joins Christ in that joy! Thank you for 
bringing your children with you to worship! You are welcome to sit wherever you 

want. While some find it best to sit in the back with their children, for easy 
access to the cry room, others find their children are better behaved when sitting 

near the front so that they can see what is happening in the chancel. If your 
child needs a moment to settle down, ask an usher to point you to the nursery or 
cry room. But please bring your child back soon so that he or she can be with us 
as we receive Christ's gifts and as we collectively raise our voice in prayer and 
song. Be sure to sing the hymns and join the liturgy's responses so that your 

child learns from you what should be done in church. If you are without children, 
encourage parents with little ones and offer assistance as needed. 

  



Preservice God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen – Capitol Brass 
  Angels We Have Heard on High – Capitol Brass 

  Carol of the Bells – David Foster 
  Christ Is Born – Anna Laura Page 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Prelude  Angels from the Realms of Glory – David Lasky 

 

Hymn of Invocation  367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

Confession and Absolution p. 151 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!* 
C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 
C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
Kyrie – Collect of the Day pp. 152-156 

(The Hymn of Praise: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High.) 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–12 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for 

eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste 
places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The 

LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 11Depart, depart, go out from there; touch no unclean thing; go out  



from the midst of her; purify yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the Lord. 12For you shall 
not go out in haste, and you shall not go in flight, for the Lord will go before you, and the God of 

Israel will be your rear guard. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choral Response Angel’s Carol – John Rutter 
 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 

through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which 

of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will 

be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into 
the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his 

angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved 

righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the 

beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they 

will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be 
changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Alleluia and Verse  p. 156  

 
Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 

him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 



receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness 

about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 

me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn of the Day 387 Joy to the World 
 

Sermon “The Return of the LORD to Zion” (Isaiah 52:7-12) 
 

Nicene Creed p. 158 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Offering Repeat the Sounding Joy – Susan T. Nelson 

 
(Those who are not communing may place their cards in the offering plate.) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY OFFERINGS collected at this service are designated to 

support the work of the Lutheran Church in Germany as it proclaims the Gospel 
to Iranian and Afghan refugees throughout Germany. This is done in joyful 
thanksgiving for the outpouring of God’s grace in that acre of His vineyard. 

 
Offertory – Agnus Dei  pp. 159-163  

 

Hymns During Distribution  Still, Still, Still – Norman Luboff 
 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 

Post-Communion Canticle – Benediction  pp. 164-166  

(Canticle: 937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace) 
 

Closing Hymn 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 



Postlude Now Sing We, Now Rejoice – Benjamin M. Culli 
 

 
Participants 

 
Presiding Minister Pastor Teggatz 

Assisting Minister Pastor Skovgaard 

Organist Richard C. Ewert 
Handbells Exultate Ringers 

Choir Exultate Singers 
Trumpet Benjamin Ewert, Matthew Ewert 

French Horn Jacob Nelson, Bettina Ruhnau 

Trombone Andrew Ewert 
Organ, Piano, Keyboard Gene Traas 

Clarinet Julie Leaf, Christine Wilcox 
Bass Clarinet Laura Trass 

Elder Bruce Bessert 
Chancel Assistant James Drabiszczak 

Usher Team on duty Anthony Bagwell, Pam Ganswindt, Andrea Kysely, Shelly Skovgaard, 

 Cathy Tuttrup, Matt Zientek, Mikayla Zientek 
Altar Guild Karen Clark, Luanne Schaefer 
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