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EGLC Communion Statement
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated here in the glad confidence that those who
commune actually eat and drink the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in, with, and under the bread and the wine. Only those communicants who
believe this and who repent of their sins receive forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. Those who do not believe this or who do not repent of their sins will
commune to their harm. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the specific
teachings of the faith which is confessed in this congregation, those who are not
in agreement with this understanding of the Lord’s Supper, or who belong to a
religious community that is not in Altar & Pulpit Fellowship with The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, are requested to consult with the presiding minister
before communing.

EGL WHY Statement: “God has established EGL to proclaim Christ,
receiving and sharing His gifts in Word and Sacrament.”

Children in Worship

"Let the little children come to me." Jesus delights in faithful parents bringing
their children to hear His Word. EGL gladly joins Christ in that joy! Thank you for
bringing your children with you to worship! You are welcome to sit wherever you

want. While some find it best to sit in the back with their children, for easy

access to the cry room, others find their children are better behaved when sitting

near the front so that they can see what is happening in the chancel. If your
child needs a moment to settle down, ask an usher to point you to the nursery or
cry room. But please bring your child back soon so that he or she can be with us

as we receive Christ's gifts and as we collectively raise our voice in prayer and

song. Be sure to sing the hymns and join the liturgy's responses so that your
child learns from you what should be done in church. If you are without children,

encourage parents with little ones and offer assistance as needed.




Welcome and Announcements
Prelude I Bind Unto Myself Today — Benjamin M. Culli

Hymn of Invocation 604 I Bind Unto Myself Today

Holy Baptism of Hans Eric Goldenstein

The candidate(s), sponsors, and family gather with the pastor at the entrance of the nave or at
the font.

When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their
behalf.

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of
Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle
Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the
power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.

Therefore, depart, you unclean spirit, and make room for the Holy Spirit in the name of the
Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of the candidate while
saying.

P Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your - forehead and upon your - heart to
mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

P Let us pray.
O almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray on behalf of Your
servant Hans Eric, who asks for the gift of Your Baptism and desires Your eternal grace
through spiritual rebirth. Receive him, Lord, according to Your promise: “Ask, and it will be
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” Now give Your
blessing to him who asks and open the door to him who knocks, so that he may obtain the
eternal blessing of this heavenly bath and receive the promised kingdom that You give;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving
world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah



and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the
Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this
washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish
washing away of sin.

We pray that You would behold Hans Eric according to Your boundless mercy and bless him
with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in him, which has been
inherited from Adam and which he himself has committed since, would be drowned and die.
Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being
separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a
fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, he would be
declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked
those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to
them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom
of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and
blessed them.

The pastor places his hands on the head of the candidate, and the congregation joins in praying:

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and
even *I- forevermore.
C Amen.



The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions:
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Hans Eric, do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?

Yes, I renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?

Yes, I renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, I believe.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead?

Yes, I believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?
Yes, I believe.

Hans Eric, do you desire to be baptized?
Yes, I do.

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:

Hans Eric, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to
life *I- everlasting.

Amen.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. We
thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we are Your
children and so love and nurture him that he may attain to the full stature intended for him
in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child and upon
all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them. Enable them to be
teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own
Baptism that they may share eternally with their children the salvation You have given them;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P Peace *I- be with you.
C Amen,

Kyrie — Collect of the Day pp- 152-156
(The Hymn of Praise is omitted during Advent.)

Epistle James 5:7-11
’Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.
8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is
standing at the door. 1°As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. 'Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse p- 156

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7As they went away,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: *What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” ' Truly,
I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 2From the days of John



the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, **and if you are willing to accept
it, he is Elijah who is to come. *He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day 756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
Sermon “When Things Don‘'t Make Sense” (Matthew 11:2)
Prayer of the Church

Offering Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me — Kevin Hildebrand

To give to EIm Grove Lutheran Church, you can scan the QR
code (left) to go to our online giving site.

(Those who are not communing may place their cards in the offering plate.)
Offertory — Agnus Dei pp. 159-163
Hymns During Distribution 392 God Loves Me Dearly

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
354 Arise, O Christian People

Post-Communion Canticle — Benediction pp- 164-166
(Canticle: Nunc Dimittis)

Closing Hymn 349 Hark the Glad Sound

Commemoration of St. Lucia
(Portrayed by Christine Wilcox)

Postlude Santa Lucia — Teodoro Cottrau



Saint Lucia Song

Night walks with a heavy step Night walks grand, yet silent,
Round yard and hearth, Now hear its gentle wings,

As the sun departs from earth, In every room so hushed,
Shadows are brooding. Whispering like wings.

There in our dark house, Look, at our threshold stands,
Walking with lit candles, White-clad with light in her hair,
Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia!

Darkness shall take flight soon,
From earth's valleys.

So she speaks

Wonderful words to us:

A new day will rise again

From the rosy sky...

Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia!



O Almighty God, by whose grace and power Your holy martyr Lucia triumphed over suffering and

remained ever faithful unto death, grant us, who now remember her with thanksgiving, to be so

true in our witness to You in this world that we may receive with her new eyes without tears and

the crown of light and life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

One of the victims of the great persecution under the Roman emperor Diocletian, Lucia met her
death at Syracuse on the island of Sicily in the year A.D. 304, because of her Christian faith.
Known for her charity, “Santa Lucia” (as she is called in Italy) gave away her dowry and
remained a virgin until her execution by the sword. The name Lucia means “light,” and, because
of that, festivals of light commemorating her became popular throughout Europe, especially in
the Scandinavian countries. There her feast day corresponds with the time of year when there is
the least amount of daylight. (Collect and Intro from The Treasury of Daily Prayer, Concordia
Publishing House)

In medieval Europe before the Gregorian reform of the calendar, St. Lucy’s Day was the shortest
day of the year and this day was celebrated especially in Scandinavia where it marked the
turning from the long cold nights to the increase in daylight. Swedish communities, including
many in America, still have special festivities for this day. In private homes one of the young
girls of the household, dressed in white and wearing a crown of lighted candles, awakens the
family in the morning and offers them cakes and coffee from a tray. (from Festivals and
Commemorations by Rev. Philip Pfatteicher)

Consider watching an example of this Swedish festival online for an
example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT-CPRG2Rrg

ALTAR PARAMENTS: The blue paraments announce a new church year and hope with the coming
of the King of Kings — as Baby in Bethlehem, as Savior in Word and Sacrament, and as Judge of
all.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Placed in loving memory of Robert R. Mueller, husband of Beverly and father
of Cynthia Buss.

Participants
Presiding Minister Pastor Skovgaard
Organist Richard C. Ewert
Elder Eric Thompson
Chancel Assistant Steve Hipenbcker
Usher Team on duty Anthony Bagwell, Pam Ganswindt, Andrea Kysely, Steve Nelson,

Shelly Skovgaard, Cathy Tuttrup, Matt Zientek, Mikayla Zientek
Altar Guild Sharon Boudro, Helen Moore



http://www.cph.org/p-11350-treasury-of-daily-prayer-regular-edition.aspx?SearchTerm=Treasury%20of%20Daily%20Prayer
http://www.cph.org/p-11350-treasury-of-daily-prayer-regular-edition.aspx?SearchTerm=Treasury%20of%20Daily%20Prayer
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http://www.cph.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT-CPRG2Rrg

SERVING NEXT WEEK
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 (6:30 P.M.)
ELDER: Rick Wegner
CHANCEL ASSISTANT: Dan Berry
USHER TEAM 2: Chase Hipke, Connor Hipke, Rob Hipke, Thomas Hipke, Tyler Hipke, Carter
Klein, Ian Klein, Michael Klein, Ann Wilcox, Christine Wilcox
SUNDAY DECEMBER 21 (9:00 A.M.)
ELDER: John Wolck
CHANCEL ASSISTANT: Mattias Goldenstein
USHER TEAM 3: Dan Berry, Caleb Nelson, Aislyn Wegner, Jake Wegner, Randy Wegner, Rick
Wegner, Ryan Wegner
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S 9:00 a.m. Divine Service
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Confirmation/Sunday School
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting (FH)

M  4:45 p.m. Intrada Ringers (Church)
6:00 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)

T 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (228)
10:00 a.m. Women'’s Bible Study (BAAC)
4:45 p.m. Exultate Ringers (Church)

6:00 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)
W 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (BAAC)
1:00 p.m. Sheepshead (BAAC)
6:30 p.m. Midweek Advent Service
7:30 p.m. Exultate Singers
T 9:30 a.m. Book Discussion Group
(BAAC)
7:30 p.m. Stammtisch (BAAC)
7:30 p.m. Empower Volleyball (Gym)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

IN THE LORD’'S HOUSE: There were 169
people that attended services last week in person
and 93 households streamed the services for a
total of 262. “And they devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.”

BAPTISM: During this morning’s service Hans
Eric Goldenstein, born 12/5/25, son of Mattias and
Catherine Goldenstein. Baptismal sponsors:
Daniel and Christine Grimmer and Kai
Goldenstein. "For all of you who were baptized in
Christ have been clothed with Christ.””

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHIES are extended to
Nancy Genack and her family following the death
of her son Steven. Steven died on December 8.
His memorial service will be at EGL at noon on
Wednesday, December 17.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY: Cookies are
begging for frosting, pizza’s ready to disappear,
and the gym’s calling for chaos — and EGL Youth
Ministry is making it all happen on Sunday,
December 21 right after Bible study/Sunday

School (11:30 a.m.) in the Youth Center. Expect
Christmas music, a short Christmas devotion,
cooking decorating9 and eating), and space to
hang out. Come celebrate the joy of Christ’s birth,
enjoy lunch together, and make some lasting
memories!

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE SIGNAGE
PROJECT: EGL is preparing to enhance signage
throughout our campus to better welcome visitors,
provide clear direction, and reflect our identity in
Christ. Our goal is to raise $75,000 to fund new
monument signs, updated lettering, directional
signage, and necessary electrical work. The
Foundation is providing a matching gift of $1 for
every $2 raised to support this effort. Graphic
boards showing the proposed signs and locations
are in the back of the church. “Let your light shine
before others...” (Matthew 5:16)

EGL TOWNHALL: We're almost six months into
our new governance model. One of the features is
that we don't have nearly as many Voters
Assemblies because you have entrusted your
elected Board of Directors with the direction of the


http://www.egl.org/
http://www.egl.org/

Church. However, in an effort to keep the
membership informed, we are scheduling a
townhall meeting for Sunday, Jan 11, right after
worship to update the congregation on
developments and to solicit input.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: There will not be Sunday
school on December 28. I encourage all of you to
rejoice in church with your family in the precious
gift of God'’s son. Blessings, Linda Hoffmann

LADIES PM STUDY: The Story of Esther follows
the story of a young orphan girl starting with a six-
month long feast, to her becoming queen, and
finally risking her life to save the lives of her
people. Join the "She Shed" gals as we dig into
this beautiful story together, with LWML speaker
Donna Pyle-Snow. She will show us how the story
of Esther applies to our lives today. The Ladies PM
Bible Study will take up the eight-week study of
"Chosen — A Study of Esther" starting on
Wednesday evenings January 21, 2026 through
February 11, 2026, 5:30-6:45 p.m., in the BAAC,
then shift to Thursday evenings for the next four
weeks during Lent (February 19 through March
12). Contact Nancy Wolck or Susan Schmalzer
with questions.

ADVENT ANTICIPATION: We are now in the
Advent season. Per our tradition, Elm Grove
Lutheran has changed its midweek service
schedule from Thursday evenings to Wednesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m. The Wednesday service in
December (17) will focus on faith's eager
anticipation of our Lord's return in glory, while the
Sunday morning services will follow the regular
lectionary readings. These midweek services will
not be live-streamed, so see you there in person!

SOUP AND COOKIE JARS are still available!
You are not too late! They will be in the lower
lobby today and next Sunday.

LUTHERAN YOUNG ADULTS LEAGUE (LYAL):
You are invited to an evening of fellowship as the

LYAL gathers to rejoice in the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ on December 20, 5:00
p.m., at Luther Memorial Chapel — Gymnasium
(3833 N Maryland Ave. in Shorewood). This will
be a semi-formal Christmas celebration and will
include a catered meal for all attendees. The
Green Bay Packers game will be paying during the
evening for those who would like to watch and
enjoy fellowship around the game. Please RSVP
at https://LYALCHRISTMASPARTY.RSVPIFY.COM.

ADVENT DEVOTIONS: This year we are again
offering congregational members three different
Advent devotional booklets, which you can find
just outside the west entrance into the nave:
"Wait for the Lord" by Rev William Weedon, who
is often heard on Issues Etc; "Reflections" by
Pastors connected with the youth organization,
Higher Things; and "Born to You ... a Savior" by
Dr Vo from Lutheran Hour Ministries. May God
richly bless your additional study of His Word in
this Advent season!

THANK YOU: Thank you to everyone who
contributed to our Thanksgiving offering. A total
gift of $5,120.00 was collected and will be
donated to the Persian Project to support the
work of the Lutheran Church in Germany as it
proclaims the Gospel to Iranian and Afghan
refugees throughout Germany. If you would still
like to contribute to the work among the Persian
Immigrants you may do so at this link,
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/germany-foro.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: Meet the BAAC on
Thursday, December 18 at 9:30 a.m. to discuss
the book, The Santa Suit, by Mary Kay
Andrews. The plot revolves around a decades old
Santa Suit found in a recently purchased farm
house by the new owner who finds a note from a
young girl in the pocket of the suit asking for her
daddy to come home from war. We will also have
our Christmas Party at this meeting.
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