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“Put on the whole
armor of God.”
EPH. 6: 10-18 ESV

In bunkers and fighter jets, on battleships and bases, in field hospitals and training camps, the
men and women of the United States Armed Forces stand at the ready in service to our country.
With them are the 160 active and Reserve LCMS Armed Forces Chaplains stationed
around the world. These pastors proclaim the Word of life, in environments often
shrouded in death. Their flocks frequently come and go, providing scant opportunity
for long term ministry. Their work takes place in some of the most difficult situations
any pastor could ever face, where lives can be unraveled in an instant.
Upholding these faithful servants is the Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), the LCMS
effort to care for and support military chaplains and, through them, our LCMS members and their families in uniform. The MAF exists to recruit, prepare, endorse and support LCMS chaplains in their service to God and country. (source: Pamela J. Nielsen, lcms.org)

Serving those who serve.
Remember those in our
church family serving in
the Armed Forces:

Rebecca (Burhop) Butler
Matt Diven
Katherine Leaf
Alex Ohde
Joshua Tesch

to growing as a father, as a
husband, as a teacher, and as a
Pastor.

From outside of the church,
everything that we went through
seems ridiculous. You have a
month, from call day to move out
day to figure out your life.
Through the church, the Holy
Spirit decides where you are to
go, where you are to serve, and
you listen and follow. Through Pastor Reseburg
you all, God called me here to be
your pastor, to serve you through
his Word and Sacraments. God has also called each and
every one of you to service. The things that you do are
different than the things I do. You do not have a call to
be a pastor, but you are called to be a father, a mother, a
grandparent, a sibling, a manager, a worker, a teacher,
an executive, a church member, etc. God has called you
into many vocations. Here is the important part, he has
called you into your vocation, to serve your neighbor.

What a Difference a Year Can Make.
What a difference a year can make. My daughter turned
one this past Easter Sunday. She was born on April 17
2021. Two weeks later on April 28 I received the call to
come here to Elm Grove at the Call Day service. Two
weeks after that, I graduated from Concordia Seminary.
Two weeks after that we said farewell to our St. Louis
Apartment and moved in with my mom in Sheboygan.
However, we moved in with her so that we could help her
finish selling her house. Which she did shortly after we
arrived. So, we helped her empty her house before we
headed to Minnesota to live with Martha’s family for a
while until we were able to finalize everything with our
house in West Allis. Unfortunately, we had some complications which led me to live at a member’s house for
about a week while my family was in Minnesota, as I
started at EGL.

To serve those around you no matter what your job is,
and that is the difference between how you live your life,
and how the world wants you to live your life. Instead of
thinking of yourself first, you think of others first. Instead
of cutting and running when things get difficult, you
acknowledge that God has called you into this place and
you try to fulfill your vocation to the best of your ability.
Because God has put you there so that you may be
a blessing to those around you, so that you may
bear witness to his name, and so that his mission, the
mission of the church may be accomplished, to seek and
save the lost.

Finally, we were able to close on our house at near the
end of July and with the help of some members, we
moved in. However, because of our closing, we had to
delay the arrival of our possessions. So, we went about
two more weeks without the majority of our clothing,
furniture, dinnerware, etc. Finally, by August, we had our
house, our possessions, we were all in one place, and we
were ready to start our life in Wisconsin. And here I sit, in
my office, a year out from receiving my call, looking
forward to not moving this summer, looking forward to
getting to know the saints at EGL better, looking forward

Stewardship Message

caused us to love, and support your family, your society,
and your church. And His promise is that, in doing so, you
Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Sav- will never lack.
ior. His atoning sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Tespleasing aroma to His Father, so that His perfect life and tament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises
death count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the
His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will more
strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).
and Blood.
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manAs new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good ager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also
fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little
makes known to us in His Word. By faith then, trusting in is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been
the Word of God, we do what he says because He does faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you
not lie and always keeps His promises. For, “without faith the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who which is another’s, who will give you that which is your
comes to him, must believe that he exists and that he own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will
rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb 11:6).
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then money” (Luke 16:10-13).
your barn will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up
bursting with wine” (Prov. 3: 9-10). How do we honor the for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His gener- destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up
osity? By giving generously to those whom the Lord has for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
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think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings.

Stewardship Message (cont.)

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be and generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge
also” (Matt. 6: 19-21).
Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there
We have become conditioned against these promises be- may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the
cause of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows
gospel – the guys on TV who say you can get rich by put- of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
ting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10).
that God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do
matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless
all from God’s grace and His fatherly divine goodness and your giving with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom.
mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say what they 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It’s up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give
almost as if we have become jaded against this that we us all things?”

ELM GROVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMORIAL GIFT ACCEPTANCE POLICY
The purpose of this congregation is to assist and support believers as they carry out the Great Commission (Matthew
28:19-20) throughout the world and live the Christian life. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, Elm Grove
Evangelical Lutheran Church (EGL), relies on charitable contributions to fulfill this purpose. Charitable contributions
also help cover its day-to-day operational expenses. Memorial gifts must support and enhance the purpose of EGL.
EGL reserves the right to refuse any gift if accepting the memorial is determined to be in conflict with the Congregation’s purpose, or if, in the sole discretion of the Church Council, the gift carries extraneous liabilities that EGL is not
able to manage. As an example, a gift of a certain building may involve the need to invest in improvements, pay
taxes, deal with tenants, etc.
Every accepted gift will be promptly acknowledged, and donors will be informed of how the memorials will be recognized. Specific requests about acknowledgment will be honored consistent with EGL’s practices and policies.
Memorial gifts may be unrestricted or restricted. Gifts that are not restricted will be used toward the general operations as the Church Council may determine.
Gifts may be restricted by the donor for a specific program in the Work Plan. The Work Plan is the annual combined
Church / School budget. If someone wishes their memorial to be restricted to a specific use, they are asked to
indicate that preference at the time the gift is given and, if others are also giving memorials, they should also indicate
that preference. Restricted memorials may be designated to the following general categories:
• Church
• School
• Maintenance
• Music
• Capital Improvements

Thereafter, the Church Council will determine more specifically how the memorial will be used under the category
selected.
Please note that only the donor himself may designate a restricted gift. The memorial given by one person cannot
later have its designation (restricted or unrestricted) changed by another person, even if by a family member. Likewise, EGL and the EGL Foundation are separate non-profit entities which means that a memorial to one cannot be
transferred to the other.
This policy conforms with the best practice of operating non-profit Christian entities. EGL cannot offer tax or legal
advice, and the prospective donor is advised to seek his own counsel.
This policy was approved by the Church Council on April 11, 2022.

_________________________________
President, EGL Church Council
Policy dated 4/11/22, and signed by EGL Church Council President, James Drabiszczak
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The morning group of
LWML
will
meet
on
Wednesday, May 4, 2022 in
the BAAC at 10:00 a.m. The
Bible study, “ Balancing
Life’s
Challenges” is
found on pages 18-19 of
the spring issue of Lutheran
Woman’s Quarterly. What
are our priorities in our lives? Does busyness sometimes
take over in our lives? How does God help us to keep our
balance? It looks like an interesting topic for discussion.

meetings. The votes will be tallied up from both groups of
our LWML and be given to the Zone 3 President. Highest
number of votes from the LWML Societies in our zone
will be tallied up and given to the delegates for their voting.

Plan to attend the 39th Biennial Convention of the LWML
South Wisconsin District to be held at St. Paul Lutheran
Church at 701 Washington Street in Grafton, WI on Saturday, June 18. The theme is “Strengthened Through
His Spirit,” based on Ephesians 3:16-17a. Registration
forms can be found on lwml-swd.org. Deadline for the
$45 registration fee is May 20, 2022, which includes
The evening group of LWML will meet on Monday, May 9 lunch. Special guest will be Debbie Larson, National
at 7:00 p.m. in the Friendship Library. Several ongoing LWML President. Convention exhibits are open at 7:30
mission projects are on the agenda. The
a.m. The Convention will start at 9:00 a.m.
group will continue working on making eye
and adjourn at 4:00 p.m. Keynote speaker is
glass cases. Reaching children and adults
David A. Fiala, Mission Advocate for the
with the Gospel message is the goal for makLCMS.
ing Gospel bracelets and finger puppets. Plan
Selected for the Gifts of the Heart Recipients
to attend.
are The Haven of Manitowoc County and
Since an important part of the upcoming
Safe Harbor of Sheboygan County, SheLWML Convention will be the delegates votboygan. The various items needed for these
ing for the new Mission Grants, it is imrecipients are listed on the LWML bulletin
portant for both groups to vote on the proboard in the lower lobby of the church.
posed grants for the new biennium of 2022Check it out. Offering recipients are DOXOL2024. Vote for 5 choices for the Mission
OGY and the Love of Christ Fund.
Grants, bring them to the May LWML meetings or put “I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen
them in Jean Kruse’s church mailbox. If you have ques- you with power through His Spirit in your inner betions about the grants, this can be discussed at the May ing.” (Ephesians 3: 16-17a)

Barbara Kurth

LCMS INTERNATIONAL MISSION

May is Military Appreciation Month

War in Ukraine

National Armed Forces Day

Offering prayers and support for
displaced Ukrainians

Saturday, May 21, 2022

As the situation in Ukraine
continues, the church prays for
peace and for those in harm’s
way. We also strive to provide for those affected.
The Office of International Mission of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is working with
several Lutheran church bodies and missionaries
in Europe to help our brothers and sisters in
Christ in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Ukraine, Lutheran refugees, and others affected
by the violence.
Gifts to the LCMS, including Mission Central, are
restricted to providing aid and assistance to
persons displaced by the war in Ukraine.
Lcms.org/ukraine

Armed Forces Day is a special holiday for people
all over the world to come together and thank,
honor and uplift the men and women of the
United States Armed Forces. It also serves to
recognize the work of all service members who
dedicate themselves to preparedness for anything
that the U.S. may face.

First conceived by President Harry S. Truman, the
holiday was established in 1949. The creation of
a single day celebration for all branches of the
United States military made sense due to its
recent unification under the Department of
Defense. Today, Armed Forces Day is celebrated
on the third Saturday of every May.
Army Marine Corps Navy Air Force
Space Force Coast Guard National Guard

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP:
By Transfer:
Bruce Wilcox – Transferring to Immanuel
Lutheran, Brookfield, WI
Jonathan Harmeyer – Confirmed at St. Mary’s
Visitation Catholic Church
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church

Bulletin Board

Important Reminder!
Voter’s Assembly

Monday, May 16 - 7 p.m.
in the CLC
Review Budget & Vote for Board Members.
There are numerous openings on various
boards. Prayerfully consider serving.
Contact EGL President, James Drabiszczak,
with your interest and questions.

Memorial Day Celebration

The Board of Christian Education
would like to invite you to a
celebration on Sunday, June 5,
to recognize
two very special teachers.
We will celebrate Meg Grelk’s
retirement, as well as say thank you to Katie
Scepanski for her service to EGL.
God has blessed us with their talents and
dedication, and they will be deeply missed.
Please join us for coffee and treats after the
church service.

EGL Stammtisch!

Monday, May 30

Happy May, Guys!

Remember & honor
the military veterans
who served
our country.

SPRING is in full swing,
with all the usual activities
(i.e. outside chores!), so
take a break from your
yard work and join your
friends at May’s EGL
Stammtisch
for
our
monthly “Guys Night Out!”
We again have the private
“Upper Room” at Biloba Brewing, conducive to great
conversation and great libation...in a fun atmosphere
of Christian fellowship.

Historic Oak Hill Cemetery commemorates the day with
a program that includes a historian who has a deep
knowledge of Nathan Hatch, the Revolutionary War
soldier buried there. Other contributors include the
Mayor of Brookfield, Brookfield Academy students,
presentation of colors from the Boy Scouts, the historic
Muzzle Loaders, an authentic Revolutionary War group,
the playing of Taps, and a violinist. The American
Legion Behling Kutchera Post 296 will provide a rifle
salute. Pastor Skovgaard will give the invocation, and
Rev. Dr. Wohlrabe, a LCMS retired Navy chaplain will
emcee. Bring a lawn chair. Refreshments will be served
following the program.
3490 N. Brookfield Road (just south of Capitol Dr.)
10 a.m. (program lasts about 45 minutes)

If you are new to EGL and/or have not joined
us before, please come on out and give it a try!
Biloba Brewing in Brookfield on Thursday, May
19, from 7:30-9:00(ish)…for more info, please
text or call Bruce Bessert at 414-526-8430.
Bring a friend and snacks to share! See you
there!!!

A Place of Refuge Ministries invites
you to participate in LifeWalk 2022 on
Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
at Our Savior Lutheran Church
in Whitefish Bay.
9 a.m. Registration
10 a.m. Welcome, Prayer, Start of Walk
11 a.m. Finish Walk, Prizes, Music and Lunch

LifeWalk is the main source of funding
for A Place of Refuge Ministries, a service organization of the LCMS. The ministry provides advocacy and a safe
home for pregnant women and their children. Please consider walking in support of this Life affirming ministry, or
support another walker. Register for the walk at www.aplaceofrefuge.org or at the event. Pledge sheets are
available on the table in the upper coatroom or can be printed from the website.
Please call Sue Schmalzer, 414-313-3888, to sponsor a walker or arrange for carpooling with your fellow EGL members.
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Life Together

“God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(1 Cor. 1:9 )

Thank you to all who came out for the
board of Evangelism's Easter egg
hunt! The hunt was a great success
with nice weather and about 40
children and their parents attending,
for a total of about 70 people.
Children went though the gym, playground, and hallways looking for as
many eggs as they could find, including some golden eggs.
The fun was concluded with a great
Easter devotional by our very own
storyteller, Pastor Reseberg.
Fun was had by all!

Elm Grove Lutheran joins Orphan Grain Train to aid the people of Ukraine
On Friday, April 1, Larry
Reidenbach, Logistics Manager
for Orphan Grain Train, arrived
at EGL to collect 56 boxes of
clothing, quilts, blankets and
personal hygiene and healthcare
products — all donated by EGL
members. Included in the
assortment of bedding were five
boxes of handmade quilts given
by the Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church Quilting group.
Orphan Grain Train staged all
the donated items at its new
warehouse in Westfield, WI to
prepare the air cargo shipment
to Poland.
Special thanks to Carole and Dennis
Braun, and Jim Olson for loading
boxes into the OGT truck.
Monetary donations for freight and
medical supplies can be made by
mailing checks made out to Orphan
Grain Train, to the OGT Treasurer,
Marilyn Muller at N1459 Castle Dr.,
Medford WI 54451.
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I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you. (John 14:18)

E.P.I.C.
Encouraging
People
In
Christ

An EPIC update! Our newly revamped middle school youth
program is going by the name of Encouraging People In
Christ, or E.P.I.C. for short. Ben Ewert, Jim Aldinger, and
Pastor Reseburg have reinvigorated the Youth Committee
and have been hard at work planning activities for our Youth.
We had an Olympic themed game night and a night of
dodgeball fun! We have also been working with Principal
Bahr in rejuvenating our youth room and making it an updated and welcoming space. If you are interested in being a
part of the Youth Committee, or have any ideas for youth
events feel free to shoot Pastor Reseburg an email!
(areseburg@egl.org)
We are always looking to get more people involved.

Your Elm Grove Lutheran PTL is looking to add new
members for the 2022/23 School Year!
To learn more and find out more about how you can contribute your time to our beloved school, please join us at our
May meeting on Thursday, May 12, at 6 pm in the Staff
Lounge (Room 228).
Snacks and refreshments will be provided!
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You are invited to come to our
Spring Sampler on Thursday, May 5
at 6:30 p.m. in the Gym.
Grades 1-8 will be sharing a variety of music and
entertainment, with a focus on Cinco de Mayo and
Star Wars.
Student art will also be on display.

We hope to
see you
there!

Every three seconds,
someone in America needs a blood transfusion.
Every ten minutes,
another person joins a transplant waiting list.
And every year,
transfusion medicine saves more than four and
a half million lives in America.

Help Support our School on Tuesday, May 17!
Stop by Panera on Greenfield Ave. in Brookfield and
order a meal between 4-8 p.m.
There a many ways to order. See details below.
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May Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!
May 1
Mark Soderland
Maxwell Williams
May 2
Sam Lee
May 3
Doug Grelk

May 4
A-Katie & Dan Gerber
Katie Duncan
May 5
Elaine Andress (94)
Sandi Ehlers
May 7
Shelley Patnaude
May 8
A-Rhonda & Keith Kurka
Todd Alles

May 9
A-Terry & Kris Sousek
Carole Lawonn

May 13
Joan Meller
Maci Mitchell
Anna Ohde
Steve Roesch
May 14
A-Wayne & Doris Koneman
A-Ed & Kelly Strommen
Michael Gehrke
Arlene Jennings

May 22
Valerie Bruett
Alexis Cruz
Nathan Margrett
Erwin Rother (98)
Ryker Seymore
May 24
Kim Eichberger
Tyler Ky

May 15
Jon Heup
Sarah Schulz

May 25
A-Norm & Joanne Seeger
Kelly Baker
Joseph Harmeyer

May 16
A-Rick & Christin Cruz
Yanhong Zeng Lu
Jacob Nelson
Janine Netzel
Noah Polzin

May 26
A-Matthew & Amy Zienteck
Mal Chapman
Alex Eichberger
Barbara Kurth
Jeff Paulsen

May 17
A-Michael & Marnie Klein

May 27
A-Bruce & Karla Bessert
A-Avis & Martin Browne
A-Jeff & Lynn Harner
A-John & Barb Thompson
Michael Daws

May 10
AJ Mueller

May 18
A-Willi & Susie Radke
Joshua Hedtke
Shannon McNeely

May 11
Gladys Smith (99)
Benjamin Wierzchowski

May 19
Steven Genack
Morgan Zientek

May 12
A-David & Sue Schmalzer
Andrea Kysely

May 20
Ed Strommen

May 29
A-Charles and Christiana Ewert
May 30
Sharon Wierzchowski
May 31
Alina Strommen

May 21
Jennifer Gaulke
Fred Nick
Catherine Steffel
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May
Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church Calendar—2022
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Aaron Reseburg, Associate Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Miss Stephanie Bahr, Principal
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is:
Sunday, May 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org

Follow Elm Grove
Evangelical Lutheran
Church and School
on Facebook!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Remember to Honor your Mom,
especially on Mother’s Day, May 9!
May God Bless all Mothers!

Sunday 8:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday

Bible Study
9:30-10:30

Sunday 10:45 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday

Thursday 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday

Beginning Sunday, June 5, and continuing through
Sunday, September 4, there will be one service on
Sundays, at 9 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at every Sunday service.
The Bible Study, Biblical Conundrums, will continue after each service.
Thursday evening services at 6:30 p.m. will still be offered.

Easter at Elm Grove Lutheran Church
Our hearts are filled with appreciation for the saints at
Elm Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church for the efforts
they poured into enriching the celebration of our
Lord's resurrection on Easter Sunday. Starting with
Pastor Skovgaard’s meaningful, personal sermon, our
services were enhanced with flower arrangements in
the chancel and the staircase, a delicious feast of a
breakfast, and the beautiful choral, handbell, and
accompanying music. The morning was a dedication
to the talents God has given to this acre of His
vineyard. We as His children have been blanketed in
His lavish love and resurrection promises.

