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Saint Valentine

February 14 marks a commemoration to Saint Valentine. As both a physician and a priest, he ministered to the Christians
persecuted in Rome, and died as a martyr, at the command of Emperor Claudius II, in the third century.
Commemorations are days set aside in the church year, to remember the saints God has given to His Church,
as examples of faithful living (and dying), and as witnesses of God’s great mercy to His people.
They serve to honor Jesus Christ and His saving work.

On the Commemorations page of
LSB you will find this quote from the
Augsburg Confession Article 21:
“Our churches teach that the remembrance of the saints is to be
commended in order that we may
imitate their faith and good works
according to our calling.” If we are a
physician or other medical person,
we can look to Valentine or Luke for Pastor Skovgaard
encouragement. If we are a government official, we can look to King David or Daniel as a
government adviser.

Yes, in the calendar of Commemorations in the front of
the Lutheran Service Book, our hymnal, St Valentine is
listed on February 14. Thus, February 14 is a recognized
day in the Church calendar! So, yes, love is a good thing.
It’s a gift from God, to be enjoyed and celebrated within
the parameters that God has set up for our benefit. Of
course, as one of the things God created, He gets to establish how it should be experienced. Because Christians
sometimes get the reputation of being stoic, unromantic,
or even prudish, I find it a little ironic that this day of cel- That same page goes on to explain that there is “great
ebrating love is named after a faithful Christian man! But benefit in remembering the saints whom God has given to
to fully appreciate St Valentine’s Day and celebrate it ap- His Church. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession
propriately, it’s important to know the ‘rest of the story,’ (Article 21) gives three reasons for such honor. First, we
thank God for giving faithful servants
as Paul Harvey used to say.
Valentine refused to renounce his to His Church. [Such faithful servants
Valentine was a martyr; that means
faith in our Lord and thus was as instruments of God preserve the
he was a Christian who died because
That’s
how
far Church from generation to generaof his witness for Jesus Christ. In executed.
tion.] Second, through such rememfact, the word “martyr” comes from Valentine’s love for his Lord took
brance our faith is strengthened as
the Greek language, meaning to bear him. He counted his present
we see the mercy that God extended
witness. Martyrs, thus, are Christians sufferings not worth comparing
to His saints of old. [If God had mercy
who continue to bear witness right up with the love that God had for him.
on them, He can and has promised to
until the point of death. Valentine
have mercy on us, too.] Third, these
refused to renounce his faith in our Lord and thus was
saints are examples by which we may imitate both their
executed. That’s how far Valentine’s love for his Lord took
faith and their holy living according to our calling in life.”
him. He counted his present sufferings not worth comparGod has called His faithful from many different walks of
ing with the love that God had for him.
life; we are not the first generation of Christians. Thus,
Tradition has it that he was initially a physician and paswe should look to the past as we follow Christ in our day
tor living in Rome during the reign of Roman Emperor
and age.
Claudius. During an age when many Christians were being martyred, Valentine became one of the noted martyrs “Their [those faithful who have gone before us] defense
of the third century. The commemoration of his death, of the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith and/or
which occurred in AD270, became a part of the calendar their virtuous living have caused these individuals to
of remembrance in the Early Church of the West. Tradi- stand out over time as persons worthy of recognition. In
tion suggests that on the day of his execution for his every case, the purpose of our remembrance is NOT that
Christian faith, Valentine left a note of encouragement for we honor these saints for their own sake, but as exama child of his jailer written on an irregularly shaped piece ples of those in whom the saving work of Jesus Christ has
of paper. This greeting became a pattern for millions of been made manifest to the glory of His holy name and to
written expressions of love and caring that now are the the praise of His grace and mercy.”
highlight of Valentine’s Day in many nations.
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Letter to the Editor —

Published in the Waukesha FREEMAN, January 19, 2022
Death with Dignity: another view
To the Editor:
My heart bled as I read John Torinus’ piece on his brother and sister-inlaw’s decision to end their lives together in order to stop their common
suffering (FREEMAN, January 12). Who could not be moved by their
gripping story? Tom’s long battle with rheumatoid arthritis, his vitality
sapped by pain and increasing reliance on opioids. Mary’s incurable deep
dementia and all that meant for a bleak future.
I have no quarrel with Mr. Torinus’ compassionate understanding and
his love for his brother. God bless him for it.
However, I want to offer the citizens of our fine community, still reeling
from the senseless violence of last November’s Christmas parade, another perspective on the end of life.
You see, I recently buried my bride of over 50 years, Jane Nesset
Senkbeil, who endured more than 25 years of constant pain and increasing disability and then finished her life completely bedbound for more
than 14 months, utterly dependent on me and our wonderful hospice
team for most of her bodily functions. She too took opioids to relieve
her pain, though they really didn’t do the job: there was never a day
when she wasn’t in significant pain. I wouldn’t wish that condition on my
worst enemy. To watch my wife suffering such long decline and final
indignation, I assure you, was excruciatingly difficult for all who loved
her – especially me, our adult children, and our children’s children .
Yet there wasn’t a caregiver who entered our home during her final year
of life who wasn’t moved by her zest for life, her quiet but unflinching
faith in God, her gentle but feisty wit, and her genuine interest in them
and their families. Frankly, her patience put me to shame. It was an
honor to devote my every waking moment to her care.
I’m not bragging about my wife nor my performance as a caregiver. I
simply want to stress that ending life prematurely is not the only way to
address intense suffering. With the love and support of many people
around you, you can not only survive, but thrive under extraordinarily
difficult conditions.

Window 7

Finally, if you happen to be a Christian, you will discover the joy hidden
in suffering: when we know Christ and the power of his resurrection, we
frequently also share in the fellowship of his sufferings. (Philippians
3:10)

The Christian’s need for an everpresent Harold L. Senkbeil
Savior is demonstrated in the story of
I want to know Christ — yes, to know the power of his resurrection
Christ stilling the tempest, depicted in
the upper window. The oft-demonstrated
and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
power of Jesus to heal “the maimed, the
(Philippians 3:10)
halt and the blind” is represented in the
NOTE OF THANKS: At the death of someone we love we discover that
lower window by crutches and an eye.
church membership is more than superficial. During Jane’s long illness, many
Luke 8, 22-25
of you showed your support, concern, and Christian love. When she died, we
Matthew 11, 2-6
experienced an outpouring of love and compassion from the precious saints at
Elm Grove Lutheran. Thank you to all who expressed their sympathy, sent
cards and memorials, and supported us at the visitation, funeral, and burial on
December 28. Thanks especially to our pastors for their care, Pastor
Skovgaard for his consoling sermon, and Rick Ewert and the choir for the
music which reflected Jane’s confident faith in Jesus, the resurrection and the
life. God bless you all!
- Harold Senkbeil and family
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Because of the bad
weather on January 5,
2022, we had to cancel
the LWML meeting. We
hope that the weather will
be good on Wednesday,
February 2, 2022 for the
LWML
Morning
Group to
meet in the BAAC at 10:00 a.m. For our
Bible study, we will discuss the January
Bible study NOEL, found on page 16 of
the winter issue of Lutheran Woman’s
Quarterly. We welcome all women of our
congregation to attend.

work; flooring; plastering; painting; doors; windows; and
roofing. Pastor Christian Ikaniah and his wife Joy have
taken the leadership role for this project. Their desire is
to share Jesus “back home” in their native Nigeria. Check
out the LWML bulletin board at the lower entrance to the
church and read about mission grants #7, #8 and #9
and also enjoy seeing the pictures.
“Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful
in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in
prayer.”
(Romans 12:11-12)
The 21 societies of
South Wisconsin District LWML all contribute their
mites for these mission endeavors. When added all together, we soon will have the
$12,000 to fund this very
worthwhile mission in Nigeria.
So, thank you to congregation
members for helping to build
a church in Nigeria.
It is interesting to note that
our Elm Grove LWML gave a
total of $1,185.99 for the year 2021. With this amount,
25% went to the National LWML and 75% went to the
district LWML.

Soon to be paid in full is the South Wisconsin District
Mission Grant #8 for $12,000. This grant will be used to
complete the building of a church and mission center at
Bethany Lutheran Church in Asaba, State of Defta
in Nigeria. This is what needs to be completed: electric

To God be the glory!

Barbara Kurth

Health Stewardship

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

Tips for a heart healthy diet:

ADMISSION INTO MEMBERSHIP:
Confirmed:
By Transfer
Marie Schneider (from Mount Olive Lutheran Church)
18520 Emerald Circle Unit A
Brookfield, WI 53045
262-879-9897

•
•
•

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP:

By Transfer:

Christoph Myers – transferring to Peace Lutheran Church in Sussex
Jonathan & Kaethe Ward
Amalia, Brinnly, CARRIGAN, DELANEY, EVERLY, & GRANT –
transferring to Our Savior Lutheran Church in Whitefish Bay
By Death
Jane Senkbeil

•
•
•
•
•

a wide variety of fruits and vegetables
whole grains and products made up mostly
of whole grains
healthy sources of protein (mostly plants
such as legumes and nuts; fish and seafood; low-fat or nonfat dairy; and, if you
eat meat and poultry, ensuring it is lean
and unprocessed)
liquid non-tropical vegetable oils
minimally processed foods
minimized intake of added sugars
foods prepared with little or no salt
limited or preferably no alcohol intake
- Source: American Heart Association

Prayer Warriors are ready to pray for you at Elm Grove Lutheran Church.
Prayers of:
Thanksgiving Comfort Praise Healing Strength Peace

Blessings Wisdom

If you have a prayer request or wish to become apart of this great mission, please contact:
Mindy Aldinger – prayerchain@egl.org or 414-698-8774 or Linda Hoffmann – 262-786-1203
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church

Bulletin Board

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school!
There are a number of ways to shop and support our school
through this fair.
Here are some highlights:
• You can add money to a special student or teacher
ewallet account beginning February 8.
• You can shop online from March 1-March 14.
• You can shop in person from March 1-8.
For more information about Elm Grove Lutheran's Scholastic
Book Fair, please go to our fair's home page at the link
below.
scholastic.com/bf/elmgrovelutheranschool1
We are in need of volunteers to
help advertise, set up, run, and
take down the fair.
If you are interested in volunteering or have additional questions, please contact Deb Margrett at dmargrett@egl.org.

LIVESTREAM HELP NEEDED: Contact Mark
Ewert or Pam Ganswindt if you are interested in
helping with our livestream ministry. Having a
good knowledge of our service flow is a plus.
THE YOUTH COMMITTEE is looking for 2-3
more members that are willing to work with
Middle School Youth,
High School Youth, and/
or
Young
Adults.
If you are interested,
please contact Pastor
Reseburg, Jim Aldinger,
or Ben Ewert.

Our emails are:

areseburg@egl.org, aldinger.jim@gmail.com,
bcewert13@gmail.com.

THEOLOGICAL MAN
CAVE
A 45-60 minute presentation is given on one
topic that then serves as the grist for our
conversations as we enjoy drinks and snacks.
Join us on Wednesday, February 9, at 7
p.m. The topic is “A Theology for
Espionage.” NOTE: Location is TBD.
The "Theological Man Cave" is meant
complement the monthly "Stammtisch.”

EGL Stammtisch!

Happy February, EGL Guys!
Yup…it’s still cold! Come on out and join us anyway at
EGL Stammtisch as we comfortably connect with those
around us, in a warm, relaxed environment. Join us for our
monthly EGL guys’ get-together of great conversation and
great libation...always lively, always timely, always lots of
variety, in a fun atmosphere of Christian fellowship. If you
are new to EGL and/or have not joined us before,
please come on out and give it a try! Let’s have a
group of “Olympic” proportions this month!!

Join us at Biloba Brewing in Brookfield on Thursday
February 20, from 7:30-9:00…for more info, please text
or call Bruce Bessert at 414-526-8430.
Bring a friend and snacks to share! See you there!!!
Sunday School is in need of substitute teachers for the
winter months. Share your Jesus knowledge with our
youngest members.
Call Linda 262-786-1203
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to

BE PREPARED FOR WINTER DRIVING

Because you never know when you will encounter
winter weather or emergency road closures.
Safety First!
Avoid driving when roads are treacherous.

DRIVE SAFELY
Call 511 or visit
511wi.gov
for real-time traveler
information, and winter
road conditions.

Life Together

“God is faithful, by whom
you were called into the
fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

(1 Cor. 1:9 )

The Young Adults Group Kicked-off 2022 with a Fun Gathering!
The Young Adults Group met on Friday, January 7, at Charlie and Christiana Ewert's house for snacks
and games. A group of fourteen showed up and a good time was had by all. Some people played
ping pong and air hockey while others talked around the bar in the basement and learned how to
make brandy old fashioneds. The group
also played Scattergories and realized
they don't know enough words that start
with 'K'.
Check
the
weekly
newsletter
for
announcements of future gatherings. The
group is for young people to meet with
other like-minded Christians. The age
range is post-high school to ages 30-35
and is for both singles and married
couples.
Questions can be directed to Sue Wilcox at
262-444-3875 or suew1437@gmail.com.

DOXOLOGY Evening Prayer Service is held at EGL

The service opened the annual retreat of the DOXOLOGY Collegium, held January 14 -15 in Waukesha
Doxology provides a safe environment for clergy to reflect on their own spiritual and emotional health and
assists them to review and enhance their professional competencies and skills as servants of Christ and
stewards of God’s sacred mysteries.
- doxology.us

DOXOLOGY serves as the Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and
Counsel, and had its roots at Elm Grove Lutheran over 25 years ago, in
conversation between member, Beverly Yahnke, and Pastor Senkbeil. In
2020, Rev David Fleming was installed as it’s Exec. Director for Spiritual
Care. Pr Senkbeil is Exec. Director Emeritus of DOXOLOGY and leads its
Collegium. Dr. Yahnke is the Exec. Director for Christian Counsel.
On Tuesday, January 11, the congregation was invited to attend a
beautiful Evening Prayer service at our church, followed by a reception.
Pr Harold Senkbeil preached to a small group of members, and all the
of the DOXOLOGY Collegium
Fellows — pastors who are vital
contributors to DOXOLOGY, and
who are deeply thankful for EGL’s
important role in establishing and continuing the work of
DOXOLOGY. Praise be to God for this organization!

The Procession began the service with Pr Senkbeil,
Rev Fleming, and Elijah Lind, who held the Christ
Candle. The Senkbeil family; Mike, Elijah, Pastor, and
Kate, enjoyed snacks at the reception. EGL member,
and Event Coordinator and Bookkeeper for
DOXOLOGY, Nancy Ewert, conversed with Rev
Timothy Pauls, Boise, ID, (left) and Rev Tyler Arnold,
Kansas City, MO (right).
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Baby, it's cold
outside! So what should
we do?
Let's think about the
warm summer months
and make some plans to
camp together! We are
organizing a camping
weekend at
Plymouth
Rock Campground on
August 12-14, 2022.
This campground offers sites for campers or tents. They
also have rental cabins available.
Check out their website at:
thousandtrails.com/wisconsin/plymouth-rock-campingresort/
The campground is accepting reservations for next year
already, so we need to make our group reservations
now. If you are interested in joining us, please contact
Deb Margrett at dmargrett@egl.org or call the church or
school office today.

Have-a-Heart and Support EGLS
Classroom Needs!
To kickoff National Lutheran Schools Week, the Have-aHeart Campaign will be ready on Sunday, January
23 (on a board near the fellowship hall).
Paper hearts will be available to take to purchase items
for each of our teachers' classrooms. All items will be due
back (placed under the board) no later than Monday,
February 7.

Spirit
Tournament
The EGL Spirit Tournament is
right around the corner! The
tournament, which was canceled
in 2021 due to the pandemic, will
be back in 2022!
The tournament will run from Thursday, February
10 to Sunday, February 13.
We are currently looking for volunteers that would be
interested in helping in many different capacities.
These would include, but are not limited to:
•

•

admissions, concessions, scoreboard, scorebook, security, set-up/take-down, and many other opportunities!
anyone that is out-going, energetic, loud, and loves
EGL basketball that has an interest in announcing
during the tournament!

Re-Mark Your Calendars!

The 1st Annual EGL Trivia Night has officially been reFinally, we are currently looking for those interested in scheduled for Saturday, March 12. Dinner will be
purchasing an advertisement in our tournament program served, many prizes will be available to the top
which will be distributed out to hundreds of guests, as we trivia teams and the best team name/theme.
will be hosting 10 schools from around the area.
Assemble your teammates and
If you or someone you know has an interest in any
get ready for a fun night with
of the above opportunities, please reach out to Joe
your church/school community!
Benson at athletics@egl.org.

EGLS Students have Opportunities to Excel and Connect through Participation in After School Activities:
• Girls Who Code: Thursdays, 3:15 - 4:00 p.m., Dr. Zientek's room
• Forensics: Practice is Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 3:10 - 4:00 p.m., led by Mrs. Schulz
• Lego Club: 1st Wednesday of the month, led by Mrs. Schulz, Miss Peters. Tripled in size, with children from every grade!
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The next Dinner Fundraiser will be another all day/night opportunity!
On Tuesday, February 8th, plan to visit the Panda Express on Bluemound.
When you show or mention the attached flyer, or use the online/app code,
20% of sales will be donated back to Elm Grove Lutheran.
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February Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!
February 1

February 11

February 19

Sam Ewert
David Schmalzer

Cheryl Kari
Nancy Kelley
Megan Stritesky

Christine Daws
Daniel Garcia
Susan McNeely

February 12

February 20

Alysia Berg
Jeremiah Boudro
Caroline Thompson

Daniel Berry
Barbara Schumacher
Terry Sousek

February 13

February 21

Cara Corder
Pr. Egloff

Ruth Dare
Shari Schulz

February 14

February 22

James Ahnert
Katie Gerber
Luanne Schaefer
Becky Wilinski

A-Chuck & Hazel Ewert
Sherri Bond
Andrew Peters
Mikayla Zientek

February 15

February 23

Frank Eichelberger
Elaine Peppel

David Busse
Karen McCarville
Andrew Niggemann
John Schaefer

February 2
A-Tom & Pat Alles (64)
Jean Baesemann
Mark Ewert
February 3
David Neill
Jeanne Pentler
February 4
Amalia Seeger
Bretta Speck
February 5
Tom Paasch, Sr.
Aidan Pritchard
February 6
A-Casey & Sharon Wierzchowski
February 7
Micaela Anderson
Elizabeth Ky
Megan Schultz
Walter Tesch
February 8
A-Rick & Nancy Ewert
Rev. David Ernst
Lynn Harner

February 16
Katie Baesemann
Gary Baker
Meghan Patterson
Kris Sousek
February 17
Peter Holzwart

February 24
John Elvers
Lianne Peters
Nancy Wolck
February 26
Julia Elvers
February 27

February 9

Jeff Jagusch
JoAnn Randall

Mia Halvorson
Sam Thompson
Harley Widas

February 28
Callie Hedtke

February 10
Kayla Burk
Irma Koch
Daniel Patterson
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Aaron Reseburg, Associate Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Miss Stephanie Bahr, Interim Principal
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is:
Tuesday, February 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday

Bible Study
9:30-10:30

Sunday 10:45 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday

Thursday 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday
Ash Wednesday — March 2
Easter — April 17

VOTER’S ASSEMBLY DATES
in February:

Special Meeting
Sunday, February 6
2 p.m.
Church Nave

Regularly Scheduled Meeting
Monday, February 23
7 p.m.
CLC — Christian Life Center

BYLAWS OF ELM GROVE EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Section III, Voter’s Assembly —
“It is the duty of voting members to attend
regularly the meetings of the Voters’ Assembly.”

If you would like to donate the Altar flowers in the coming months, please call the church office. The cost is $35.

Make sure to follow Elm Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church and School on Facebook!

