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“Arise, shine for your light has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you”
(Isaiah 60:1)

As we move through this Epiphany Season, we
will become more and more enlightened about
how to live “epiphanized” lives in our contemporary, sometimes dark, dreary, and dangerous world. In turn, we will be enabled by God
Himself to live the “epiphanized” life.
Here is a short list to consider:


Share the splendor of Epiphany as God did
by the guiding star and worship Jesus with
precious gifts;



Draw on your baptism for comfort,
confidence, and courage;



Use your newness of life to care for others;



Let the words of your mouth and the
meditation of your heart be acceptable to
the Lord;



Live a life of love as described by St. Paul;



Excel in building up the Church;



Strive to live the “blessed” life outlined by
Jesus;



Remember that Jesus is God’s Son and
Chosen One; and



Listen to Him.

Bask in the splendors of Epiphany, every single brilliant facet
of the season, and praise the Lord!
Excerpt from Lutheran Witness: ‘The Splendor of Epiphany’ by Charles Knippel

world is broken. It isn’t working
the way that it was created to
work. Sin has infected everything
and everyone. Creation is rebelling against its creator, and it isn’t
going to give up.

I recently saw a picture on the internet of an exasperated
man with the caption underneath “When you realize that
2022 is pronounced 2020 too.” The joke of course is
referencing how disappointing and frustrating 2020 was
for so many people. It was a year filled with riots, natural
disasters, deaths, disease, pandemics, social distancing,
loneliness and overall fear. 2021 perhaps offered us a bit
of hope. We were able to spend more time together, we
even were able to worship freely together. However, it
too, was filled with riots, chaos, political upheaval, and
senseless violence. In-fact, Milwaukee had more homicides this year than it has ever had before.

But here is the good news. Our
creator is coming back, and the
one who created all things is returning to reclaim His creation. He
hears the groaning of His creation, He hears the groaning of His
Pastor Reseburg
people. Christ is coming back to
set things right. The old brokenness of our world will be
washed away and He will bring a New Creation, a New
Jerusalem, a New Heaven and a New Earth. There will no
longer be pain, or suffering. No more death or despair.
The dead will be raised and those who He has chosen,
will be raised to eternal life in that New Creation with
Him.

As we look to 2022, our future seems uncertain. Variants
are springing up everywhere. There are travel restrictions, booster shots, and our violence problem has
not been solved. Death, disease and general evil seem to
be all around us. Bad news seems to be waiting for us
around every corner and it seems like there is no end in
sight to any of this.

That is good news for you and I, because we are His chosen people, through the waters of Holy Baptism. He has
claimed us as His own, not because of anything that we
have done, but strictly out of His divine goodness and
mercy. As we move through this new year; as death, sin,
and the devil seem to be ruling around us, we live our
lives knowing that their days are numbered and that their
efforts are futile. We have a God who has already defeated them, and one day He will return to finish the job.
Amen.

Well, I have both bad and good news for you all this new
year. Bad news first; death, destruction, disease, chaos,
evil, well, they are just getting started. Covid may or may
not go away, but even if it does, something else will come
and take its place. For every fire we put out, five more
will spring up. Fires will continue to spring up because our

Prayer Warriors are ready to pray for you
at Elm Grove Lutheran Church.
Prayers of:
Thanksgiving Comfort Praise
Healing
Strength
Peace
Blessings

Wisdom

If you have a prayer request or wish to become a
part of this great mission, please contact
Mindy Aldinger – prayerchain@egl.org or 414-698-8774
Linda Hoffmann – 262-786-1203
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6

The prayer chain at Elm Grove Lutheran
Church is a group of “prayer warriors” who receive prayer requests either by email or phone.
The prayer requests received are from EGL
members, friends, relatives or others who are
asking for this team to pray for them. We offer
prayers of: Thanksgiving, comfort, praise,
strength, peace, blessings, wisdom and healing.
As a prayer warrior, the information received is
kept confidential and we hold true that God’s
will be done in all prayers offered. We have
God’s promise to hear and act according to His
divine will. We welcome people of all ages to
become a part of this important ministry at EGL.

Elm Grove Lutheran Church is connecting with “fans” on YouTube!
We’ve built a valuable online community at egl.org.

Our 2021 YouTube Report shows:
Top Countries for views:
• U.S.
• South Africa
• India

168,300 watch time minutes
10,500 total views
203 likes
18 comments

January 2021 was the most viewed month.
Reformation Sunday 10/31/21, was the most viewed video.

Lifetime Highlights:
624 days since our first upload, 600 likes, 71 comments
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Our church’s own, Tyler McMiller, and his family,
will be planting LCMS churches in Italy soon!

The McMiller family will be spending
January looking for an apartment in
Rome, and being with the Church in
Italy. We discovered that securing an
apartment contract is an essential part
of the visa application. We were blessed
that after a five-year immigration process to become an American citizen,
Yanela received her American passport.
While the governmental processes are
slowed by Covid, please join us in our
prayers, that we’ll receive our visas in a timely way.
I was able to make a short trip to Italy to sit in on a week long class in
Wittenberg, Germany. This trip allowed me to meet the 4 Italian students in
person and to participate in the Divine Service. For one of the Italian students,
it had been over a year since he had received Christ’s body and blood for the
forgiveness of his sins.
Another blessing of my trip was being able to participate in the ordination of
a Romanian pastor named Pastor Adrian. Adrian had spent many years of his
life as a Roman Catholic priest but after being married was defrocked. Later in
life, he came in contact with our
Lutheran Church in Romania and, after
many years of instruction on Lutheranism became our third Confessional
Lutheran pastor in Romania.
Finally, I feel the need to give an
update on what I spend more time on
than anything else— learning Italian.
After countless hours of study, I was
able to write and preach my first sermon in Italian for our Saturday online
Zoom service. Since that date I have written two
more sermons in Italian. Many thanks to the four
students in Italy for all their help proofreading my
improving Italian!
In the first sermon I preached to the Italian
Zoom group, the text was on the rich man in
Mark 10 and Christ’s command to sell all that he
had and give it to the poor. In my sermon I reflected on how Christians, indeed, are called upon to support the work of the Church, the
preaching of the Gospel and almsgiving to the
poor… but only the Son of God has fulfilled this
commandment. Only Christ Jesus, the true missionary, on the cross, sold all that He had to give
us the poor all the riches of heaven. All we can
do is give back a small portion of what He has
given us.
In His name,
Rev. Tyler, Yanela, Lia, and Alessia McMiller
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Tyler was born in Waukesha, Wis.,
although his family served as missionaries in Central and South America
during much of his childhood. He received a bachelor’s degree in history
and Spanish from Concordia University
Wisconsin, Mequon, Wis., and a Master of Divinity degree from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne,
Ind. While serving as a GEO missionary to Mexico and the Dominican
Republic (2014–2017), Tyler met his
wife, Yanela. Yanela was born in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, and she
and Tyler most recently attended
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Des Peres,
Missouri.
Yanela received an education
degree from Universidad
Dominicana O&M in Santo
Domingo. After graduating,
she was the director of the
Lutheran preschool in Licey,
Dominican Republic, and
served as the mission secretary for the local Lutheran
mission.

The morning group of
LWML
will
meet
on
Wednesday, January
5,
2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the
BAAC. The Bible study on
page 16 of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly will feature
A Christmas related study
titled NOEL, which is divid-

way at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in
Wisconsin Dells. You can find the registration forms on
the website lwml-swd.org. The deadline for registration is
January 21, 2022. The theme of the retreat is “The Joy
of Christ’s Mission.”
The National LWML has fully funded its Mission Grant #1
for $81,680 for Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and
Girls Ranch in Minot, ND. Children ages 10 to 18 years
of age who have led
troubled lives are being
helped by this ministry that
bridges the gap with bringing the Gospel message to
them. The boys and girls
live at the ranch in dormitories on the spacious
grounds. Special programs
are helping the boys and
girls to make good transitions from trauma filled
lives to stable lives grounded in Jesus.

ed into 4 parts – Newborn;
Others; Eternal; and Life.
Looking at various Bible
verses form the Old Testament and New Testament,
we can see more clearly
that Jesus Christ is God’s
Son, our Savior. All women
of our congregation are
most welcome to attend.
The evening group of
LWML will meet on Monday, January 10, 2022 in
the Fellowship Library at
7:00 p.m. The mission project will
be cutting crosses out of Christmas
cards. An invitation is extended to
women of our congregation. Bring
your scissors.

Thank you to all congregation members who contribute
mites to the LWML.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again
I will say, rejoice.”
(Philippians 4:4)

February 4-5, 2022 are the dates
for the District LWML Winter Geta-

Barbara Kurth

LWML Bulletin
Don’t throw away those Christmas
cards you received.
Please recycle to the LWML box under
the bulletin board!!
We make book mark
crosses from those
Christmas cards.

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
ADMISSION INTO MEMBERSHIP:
Confirmed:
By Transfer
Rosemary Wold
9324 W North Avenue
Apt 1
Wauwatosa, WI 53226
Transferring from Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rose Hampton-Davis – Transferring from Brookfield Lutheran Church
By Adult Confirmation
Isabelle Holmes
Isaiah Holmes

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP:

By Transfer:

Diane Koch – transferring to Lutheran Church of the Savior
in Bedford, MA
Address/Phone Changes:

Doris Moore – 262-293-3701

Did you know?
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has been involved in mission and outreach since 1851, when it established its first
mission board. In 1894, the LCMS sent its first overseas missionary, Rev. Theodore Naether and family, to India. There are
more than 200 mission opportunities available to serve with the LCMS, ranging from one week to a lifetime .
- lcms.org
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The Stained Glass Art
at our Church Depicts
the Life of Christ

Elm Grove Lutheran’s Board Members —
at Work for our Church
The Lord has blessed EGL with many devoted members who serve on the
various boards. They are essential volunteers who contribute to the
smooth and complete functioning of our church and school. Every month,
Seasons will feature the individuals who have been elected to each board.
We thank them for their service! Praise be to God.

Members of the board pictured above, from left to right:
Josh Hedtke, Kristina Poppe, Amy Williams, Brooke Gronitz, Jerome Novak
(not pictured; Tim Senkbeil)

Board of Christian Education
The BOCE is responsible for planning and administering the educational
programs of the congregation including adult education classes, the day
school, the Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. They also arrange
for all personnel necessary to carry out these programs and serve as the
Call Committee for Ministers of Religion-Commissioned (teachers).
Window 6
Two of Jesus’ significant parables — the
Sower and His Seed and the Mustard
Seed — are intertwined here: the responsibility of the Christian to spread
the seed of the Word, what happens as
that seed is spread in the different soils
of men’s hearts, and the growth of just
one lowly seed into a large plant indicates the tremendous growth of the
Christian church.
Luke 8, 4-15
Matthew 13, 31-35

In a year filled with challenges, the BOCE is extremely pleased and proud
of how our interim principal, staff, parents, and students have fought for a
Christ-centered education at EGLS. This has allowed the school to remain
open continuously this academic year, and students to thrive. New curriculum established in areas such as math and spelling are allowing students
to strengthen foundational principles and then quickly excel. The goal is
to become more academically rigorous while still accommodating the multiple needs of our students.
Other areas to highlight that are a focus for the BOCE are:
Multi-year plan for accreditation, led by Interim Principal Bahr
Closing organizational and infrastructure gaps within our policies
and procedures
Improving the overall church-school relationships
Look for more information in upcoming communications to learn more
about the great things happening in the school and Sunday School, and
how you can get involved!

National Lutheran Schools Week

The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod • Jan. 23–29, 2022
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church

Bulletin Board

Thank you to the Ewert, Hoffmann and Wilcox
families for putting up, and decorating, the Christmas Trees! The Christmas trees were donated by
Mark and Carol Ewert in loving memory of their
nephew and Godson, Daniel Ewert. Your help is
needed Saturday, January 8, 2022, 9:00 a.m.
to take down and store them until next Christmas.

BREAD & FISH Ron Wegner and Jim Olson delivered 30
boxes of food and nine boxes of winter
clothes to Bethany & Holy Ghost
churches the first week of December.
Our church’s offerings of $1,040 on
Thanksgiving eve was distributed to the
four churches we serve.
Sunday School is in need of substitute teachers
for the winter months. Share your Jesus
knowledge with our youngest members.
Call Linda 262-786-1203

EGL Stammtisch!

Happy New Year, EGL Guys!

BE BOLD…BRAVE THE COLD! Come on out and join us
at EGL Stammtisch as we kick off a great new year! It’s a
wonderful time to comfortably connect with those around
us, in a relaxed environment. Join us for our monthly EGL
guys’ get-together of great conversation and great
libation...always lively, always timely, always lots of variety,
in a fun atmosphere of Christian fellowship. If you are
new to EGL and/or have not joined us before, please
come on out and give it a try!
Join us at Biloba Brewing in Brookfield on Thursday January 20, from 7:30-9:00…for more info, please
text or call Bruce Bessert at 414-526-8430.
Bring a friend and snacks to share! See you there!!!

Just admit
it...we’re lost!

Wishing All a Blessed 2022 !

Thank you to those who operate the AV booth!

It allows our members, and others, to see and hear our church services online.
Last year, when the pandemic kept many from
attending church, the Church Council established a Live Streaming Fundraiser. The campaign raised funds for technology, including
hardware and installation, that would enable us
to stream and record our services. The EGL
Foundation approved matching funds up to
$7,000. With member donations, fundraising
exceeded the goal, and totaled $36,874.95. A
special booth was built last year, and the necessary equipment was purchased and installed.
As the virus risks eased with vaccine availability,
members have returned to church. While there
is no substitute for actual embodied worship, we
know that members, and visitors, often find the
option to access our services online, both valuable, and, sometimes necessary.

Above, Mark Ewert, left, and
Bruce Wilcox, right, operate the
AV booth. Others who are often
at the controls are; Pam
Ganswindt, Benjamin Ewert,
Hannah Margrett and Benjamin
Krueger. Photo at left shows the
monitors that display views from
several cameras.

Mark Ewert led the effort to research vendors &
equipment, and was the liaison to communicate
the options to the Council, and congregation.
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Advent by Candlelight 2021
It was a delight to see our candlelit
Fellowship Hall filled with ladies of all ages
gathered to prepare their hearts for Advent.
It was a special time of fellowship, reflection,
music, and delicious food in a setting of
beautifully decorated tables. We thank all who attended and
brought family and friends to Advent by Candlelight, November
28, 2021. We especially thank our wonderful cast for “Mary’s
Treasure Box” of Lynn Burhop, Karen Gunerman, and Deb Margrett, as they retold the story of Jesus’ life from birth through resurrection through the thoughts Mary shares from her heart. We
are also very appreciative of our thoughtful emcees, Karen Clark
and Karlene Joseph.
Our talented musicians were Christiana Ewert, piano, Emily Ewert, flute, Pam Ganswindt singing “Mary, Did You Know?”. Our
Advent wreath reflection readers; Sue Schmalzer, Irma Witzke, Carole
Lawonn, and Linda Hoffmann did a wonderful job.
We appreciate each of the thoughtful table decorators; Karen Clark/Karlene
Joseph, Hazel Ewert, Linda Hoffmann, Joan Knuteson, Jean Kruse/Irma Witzke,
Kristen Murphy/Kate Rollefson, Sue Schmalzer, and Shari Schulz for sharing
their treasured china, linens, silver, and decorations to create the beautiful
tables for us. A special thank you to Joan Knuteson for all her special decorations and lovely tablecloths. An additional thank you to those who brought the
delectable appetizers and desserts.
We are very thankful for our crew who set-up; Terry Hoffmann, Judy and
Jerry Hogan, Joan Knuteson, Diane and Jim Olson, and Dennis and Carole
Braun. We also thank Gayle Berry and Meg Grelk who helped to serve and
Carol and Nancy Ewert who did a great job of welcoming everyone. We are so
grateful for the extra helping hands that washed dishes and returned the
Fellowship Hall to a lunchroom; Jerry Bechtel, Dennis Braun, Jerry Hogan, Joan
Knuteson, Kristen, Elizabeth, and Maddy Murphy, and Irma Witzke. It was a
wonderful afternoon of fellowship, peace and joy.
A gift of $614.00 was sent to Missionary Rev. Tyler McMiller
and family, who is serving our Lord in Italy.
We thank and praise God for
so many blessings for this
event, but most of all for His
gift of our priceless Savior,
Jesus. Soli Deo Gloria
- Carole Braun and Judy Hogan
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For Christ and for His world, SWD magnifies partnerships, multiplies ministries,
and maximizes resources.
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Life Together

“God is faithful, by whom
you were called into the
fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(1 Cor. 1:9 )

Board of Evangelism hosts the Soup/Chili/Bread Cook-Off!

Before
the
weekly
Advent service on Wednesday, December 8, EGL
members gathered in the
Fellowship Hall to sample
11 different soups and
chilis, as well as several
breads, created by members. The Evangelism Board, pictured
above, organized and hosted the event.
Those who tasted the various offerings voted on what they
liked best.
The winners were:
Best Chili - Pastor and Martha Reseburg
Best Cream Soup - Charlie
and Christiana Ewert
Best Broth Soup - Sharon
Boudro

People’s Choice – Charlie
and Christiana Ewert
Thanks to all the cooks!

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.
And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.
(Ephesians 5: 1-2)

Whether the children of our church attend a 3-5
year old Sunday School class, or sit at the feet of
adults during fellowship in a member’s home, we
hold them up, and nurture them in God’s love,
according to His Word and teachings. They are our
precious future.
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Students return January 5, 2022. Welcome back!

1st Annual Trivia Night Event:
Saturday, January 22
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m., dinner will be served,
trivia will start at 6:30 and should be done by 9:30.

Children’s Christmas Program
On Wednesday, December 15, the family and friends of our
school children filled the church to hear the good news of
our Savior’s birth. The children’s message was delivered in
song, music and readings, with great enthusiasm and skill.
From grades K3 to 8, students
proclaimed the meaning of the
season. The youngest participants dressed in costumes
that represented those present
at the birth of Jesus. Charlie
Brown and Linus read Luke 2.
Older children were readers
and instrumentalists.
Thank you to all those involved, for a meaningful, joyful program! Praise be to God.

We hope to have sign-up sheets the first week of
January once school is back in session.
Teams can be anywhere between 2 - 10 people, and
should plan to have a Team Name.
Themed decorations
and costumes will be
highly encouraged!

“Suddenly a great
company of the
heavenly
host
appeared with the
angel, praising God
and saying, Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth
peace
to
those on whom his
favor rests.”

A big thank you is extended to all who have donated
aluminum cans here at EGL. The Early Childhood
Department has recycled enough cans this past year
to raise $500 for our programs and activities.
The funds have been used to help pay for supplies and
snacks for things such as Reading Night, Donuts with
Dudes, our Mother's Day Event, and our neighborhood
Christmas Caroling.
If you are interested in donating cans to support our
school, please bring them to the wooden bin next to
the dumpster area in the lower parking lot. Thank you!

(Luke 2:13-14)
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Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 12.
Enjoy a meal at Lou Malnati’s, and support Elm Grove Lutheran School!
Visit their convenient location on Bluemound Road in Brookfield from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
20% of sales will be donated on all orders that use the online code, or show the flyer.
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January Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!

January 1
A-Lyn & Jerry Peterson
Michael Bartsch
Johanna Beirs
Jane Senkbeil
January 2
Mason Nobile
Ruth Schulz
January 3
Jack Storm
January 4
Kylie Kruck
Wendy Lester
January 5
Timothy Cowell
Elaine Willis

January 6
A-Jason & Emily Krueger
Robert Kurka
January 7
Isaiah Holmes
Elaina Luetzow
Eva Olbrot
Allison VanderMeer
January 8
Cheryl Albers
Lynne Bock

January 9
Allison Pritchard
January 10
Cindy Busse
Clark Gaulke
Thomas Harmeyer
Nina Kaul

January 11
Jonathan Harmeyer
Shirley Wartchow
Randy Wegner
January 12
Patty Antonczyk

January 13
Linda Berry
Jerome Novak
Ken Schuppner
January 14
Robert Hicks
Jeff Mueller
Linda Seroka
Debra Tesch
Eric Thompson
January 15
Brian Bleisner
Michael Brunner
Tracy McMahon
Brae Nelson
Jacob Newman
January 16
A-Dave & Barb Stamm
Ryan Beckley
Willi Radke
January 19
A-Brian Zavadil & Amanda Miller

January 20
Elise Aldinger
Virginia Moeller
Jeff Wilinski
January 21
Killian Carney
Isabelle Holmes

13

January 22
Matthew Ewert
January 23
Linda Beckley
January 24
Carrie Marble
January 25
Justin Plant
January 28
Martha Reseburg
January 26
Lucas Aldinger
Joseph Rentmaster
January 29
Ian Ruhnau-Gee

January 30
Jennifer Alexander
Brooke Gronitz
Kelsey Lindholm
Dylan Schultz
January 31
Courtney Anderson
Jane Deisinger (95)

January
Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church Calendar—2022
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Aaron Reseburg, Associate Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Miss Stephanie Bahr, Interim Principal
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is:
Saturday, January 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org

Webinar:

‘Recovering Our First Love for Evangelism’

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

January 19, 2022 | 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Sunday 8:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday

Bible Study
9:30-10:30

Sunday 10:45 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday

Thursday 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday
Thursday evening services resume
on January 6, Epiphany.

Hosted by LCMS Urban & Inner-City Mission,
the Rev. Dr. Geoff Robinson.
In this webinar, Robinson will discuss how intentional evangelism in most LCMS congregations has declined greatly. Evangelism action and instruction — as evidenced by an examination
of statistics, sermons preached, and former pastoral instruction
manuals — show that the LCMS must reclaim her first love for
evangelism. Robinson calls us to rejoice in the privilege of sharing the love of Christ with our neighbors, family and friends.
Register at:
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/webinar-recovering-our-first-lovefor-evangelism/

Make sure to follow Elm Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church and School on Facebook!

