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Stewardship of God’s Gifts to our Church

The “Green Team” who mows the lawn weekly, and maintains the
equipment are, from left to right: Ron Wegner, Terry Hoffmann,
John Schaefer, Dennis Braun, Jim Olson and Doug Grelk.

Throughout the years, Elm Grove Lutheran
members have volunteered countless hours
in the care, maintenance, and beautification
of the vast property that God has so
richly blessed us with.
Thousands of dollars are saved each year
through their gifts of time and effort. The
resulting fellowship not only builds
friendships, but also shared knowledge.

The Gardeners who plant, weed and water the flower beds are, from left to right: Linda and
Terry Hoffmann, Carole Braun, Linda Seroka, Jean Bennett, Helen Moore, Joan Knuteson, Irma
Witzke, and Meg Grelk. Not pictured are Karen Kennedy, Cynthia Midtbo and Luanne Schaefer.

Pr. Skovgaard’s family, and my
family were welcomed, and
guests introduced themselves,
followed with brief teaching on
stewardship, evangelism, and
announcements at the end.

Report from Visiting the Light of Christ
Lutheran Chinese Mission

After the service, Pr. Skovgaard
and my family stayed over for
lunch to talk with, and learn
from, Pr. Lim, his wife Yin, and
one of the oldest members of
the Mission. They told us it was
Rev. Shiu-Ming Lau who started the Mission in 2000 after seeing the growing number
of Chinese coming to the metro St. Louis. Later it was
adopted by the Immanuel Lutheran Church in 2004. In
2006, Rev. Paul Shaw was installed and continued the
work until his retirement in 2018. Then, the then already
retired Rev. Edmund Lim, was called to serve at the
Mission. Another important outreach and growth milestone in the history of the Mission came when they
took over the ministry of the St. Louis Chinese Community Service Center in 2012. Now 21 years later
they have well over 100 members and dedicated
teams for translation, choir, discipleship training, and
caring for each other. Currently they have 3 young
adults going to the St. Louis Seminary, one man for
M.Div, two ladies for deaconess. On Sundays they
have Sunday School, Adult Bible Study Class including
the Small Catechism in both Chinese and English before the service, and Fellowship Lunch after the service (not the Sunday when we visited). On the other
days of each week, they have Prayer Fellowship,
Choir Devotion and Rehearsal, Bible Study Fellowship,
Senior Fellowship, and Book Study. And their Community Service Center offers various community activities,
social services, and consultation.

Taking the opportunity to go to St. Louis for Pr. McMiller’s
younger daughter Anna’s wedding on Sunday June 13,
Pr. Skovgaard and I planned to attend the Sunday service with Dr. Rowold at the Light of Christ Lutheran Chinese Mission of the Immanuel Lutheran Church, Olivette,
MO. I then emailed the pastor of the Mission, the Pr. Lim
about our intention to come to visit to learn from them,
and he was very glad to make arrangements to meet us
after the Sunday service. Before the visit, I browsed the
Mission’s website: http://www.lightofchristmission.org/
and learned it is a well-established Christian mission with
a vibrant Community Service Center.

Vicar Lee

Yet, the visit still blew my mind. In the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic, there were about 80 people attending the Lutheran service in the gym that
Sunday! All but a couple of them are Chinese from the Mainland, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Singapore, though most of them
were wearing masks. They were friendly to
each other, and a good number of them
walked to us to greet and talk to us. The
liturgy was bilingual (English and Chinese).
The sermon was in English with Chinese
translation. This bilingual service enables
both English-speaking and Chinesespeaking people, the young and children,
the old, and the parents to attend the service together. Standing next to Pr. Lim,
there was one who assisted the pastor liturgically and another one who read the
scripture. There was a children’s message
given by a teacher from the school. Sitting
in the middle of the congregation, besides the translator
there was another one, who led the hymn singing. There
was no communion on that Sunday. But people were not
dismissed at the closing hymn until guests, notably both

In summary, it was a great eye-opening and learning
trip. Thanks to God who opened my eyes, this visit really
encouraged me, and showed me what the EGL Chinese
Ministry might look like down the road.
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church

Bulletin Board

Church in the Glen
Sunday, August 22, 10 a.m.
Please join our annual worship service
outside, weather permitting. Stay tuned
for more details in the weekly bulletin,
including information on a meal following
the service.

EGL STAMMTISCH

(a.k.a. “Guys Night Out!”)
EGL Guys, Welcome to August! Take a break from
yardwork and come out to join us on Thursday, August
19, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. for some fun and frivolity (or
at least some good libation, conversation, and fellowship!)
This month we will again be at our normal meeting place, Biloba Brewing on Brookfield Rd, in
Brookfield (hopefully in the "upper room!"). Bring some
snacks to share and be ready for lively banter that runs
the gamut, but always in a fun, informal atmosphere of
Christian fellowship! If you have any questions, please
contact Bruce Bessert by phone or text at 414-526-8430,
or by email at bruce.bessert@gmail.com.

Hope to see you there...please RSVP...and
bring a friend!!

Pastor Tyler McMiller, one of EGL’s own, son of
Dan and Lisa McMiller, will preach on Sunday,
August 1. Pastor McMiller has been called to
do mission work in Greece, Bulgaria and Italy,
of which, he says Italy will require the most
attention. There are 4 men studying to be pastors — all without any Lutheran pastors in the
country. He will be the first LCMS pastor ever
to be sent to Italy. As Pastor Skovgaard has
remarked, this effort will be done “in the shadow of the Vatican.” The LCMS, through the
internet, and over the past two years (all during a pandemic) has established contacts, and
confirmed people in nearly every corner of the
county.
Our church has provided funds to help support
Pastor McMiller’s mission work in SE Europe,
for which he expresses his heartfelt gratitude.
Please keep this exciting work, and him and
his family, in your prayers.

YOU’RE INVITED: God willing, we will observe our 50th
Wedding Anniversary with an open house at our home the
afternoon of our actual wedding date: Sunday, September
5. We have made arrangements for an outdoor “street party” with tables, chairs, and tents on the driveway outside
our condo at 2125 Broken Hill Rd. Unit 2, Waukesha. All
congregation members are cordially invited to celebrate
with us. Catered food and beverages will be available from
2 p.m. – 5 p.m.; come and go as you like. No gifts, please.
A brief service of prayer and blessing is scheduled for 3
p.m. Keep us in your prayers,
and join us if you can!
– Pastor and Jane Senkbeil

In 1987 our church was blessed
to call Pastor Senkbeil as our
associate pastor. With thanks to
God, it began a cherished relationship with he and Jane.

(Pastor McMiller is shown above with his wife,
Yanela, and daughters, Lia, and Alessia.)
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Seeing the need to reach
people for Christ that are
Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and
Buddhist, the organization
POBLO has been established. It stands for People
Of the Book Lutheran Outreach. This grant will be
used in the South Wisconsin
District to reach out with
the gospel message.

Good news! Our District
Mission Grant #5 has
been fully funded for
$15,000
to
Mission
Central. Now, we are
working on the new
mission
grant
for
$15,000 to “Expanding
Outreach and Services to – POBLO.”

morning group will meet on Wednesday, September 1 in
the BAAC at 10:00 a.m., and the evening group will meet
on Monday, September 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Friendship
Library.
Highlights of the National LWML Convention of June 2427 in Lexington, KY were the Opening Worship Proclaimer Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier; Keynote Speaker Linda
Reiser, former LWML President 2003-2007; Bible Study
Leader, Deaconess Heidi Goehmann; Sending Worship

The LWML-SWD is hosting the Fall Retreat on September
17-18, 2021 at the Western Premier Waterfront Hotel
and Convention Center in Oshkosh, WI. The theme for
the retreat is “Jesus Is The Light,” based on John 9:5.
Check out details on the website lwml-swd.org. Deadline
for retreat registration is August 14th.

Proclaimer, Rev. Dr. Ryan Peterson; the Mites in Action
speakers; the voting for the 2021-2023 Mission Grants;
and the election of new officers. I watched the proceedings of this convention, seeing it on live streaming. It
was so inspiring. It felt like I was right there at the convention. The theme “Running the Race…Looking to
Jesus” was carried out throughout the many sessions.

The next LWML meetings will be in September. The

To God be the glory!

Barbara Kurth

Pastor Harold Senkbeil celebrates the 50th Anniversary of his Ordination

On Sunday, July 11, Elm Grove Lutheran Church marked this milestone occasion with a special service that included
guest preacher, Rev. David C. Fleming, Executive Director for Spiritual Care for Doxology. Additional guests conveyed
congratulations and appreciation for Pastor Senkbeil’s life work. Rev. John C. Wiley, LCMS South Wisconsin District
President, pictured above, read a message from LCMS President, Matthew Harrison. Other speakers, pictured below
left, were Deaconess Pamela J. Nielsen, Associate Executive Director for the LCMS Communications Department, and
Dr. Beverly K. Yahnke, Executive Director for Spiritual Counsel for Doxology. A luncheon followed the service.
Pastor
Senkbeil’s
family, pictured at right,
enjoyed food
and fellowship
following the
service. His
wife, Jane,
viewed the
service via
YouTube from
their home.
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Everyone should experience an LWML National Convention.
Good news — the next one will be right here
in Milwaukee in 2023!
What an opportunity, with very little expense.

Hope to see you there!
EGL Members, Jean Kruse and Sherri Bond, attended the 2021 National LWML Convention, June 24-27 in
Lexington, KY. The voting body of the convention adopted a $2,150,000 mission goal for the 2021-2023 biennium.
Below are photos, with comments from Jean and Sherri, about their experience at the Convention.

1

2

3
4
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1 — This is the Mission Walk. We walked 1.5 miles in downtown Lexington, through a park displaying statues of
the derby horses. Donations raised for this event was
$88,417.43. All for mites!! There were 1100 mission walkers! (Sherri, left, and Jean, on the right)
2 — Parade of the country flags. This year there were
82! An increase of 6 from the last convention.
3 — Our district flag. There were 40 districts. A member of
another zone created this flag. Our district president and
both of our young women reps marched in the Parade of
Flags.
4 — View of the arena from where we sat. There were
2,787 people who attended the convention.
5 — The fence was in front of the stage. The horse began
at the starting line. At the end of the convention he had
made it to the “finish” line and “was looking to Jesus!”
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The History, Improvements, and Care of the Elm Grove Lutheran Church Property
On April 11, 1949, the congregation, recognizing that
their property on Watertown Plank Road would soon
be too small, voted to purchase 5.5 acres at our present church site for $8,500.
On February 21, 1954, the ground breaking took place
for the new church, parsonage, and four classrooms.
Later that year, a severe windstorm blew down the
newly erected laminated wood arches, resulting in
$20,000 in damages, and delaying progress for several
months.
May 8, 1955, brought the dedication service of our
beautiful cream brick church with its lannon stone
trim.
Early in 1959, the congregation purchased the final
parcels of land, 3.8 acres on the south border of the
church property and 5.5 acres on the west border at a
total cost of $21,000. This brought the total property
to 14.8 acres. In March, plans for the eight-room,
$150,000 addition to the school were approved.
In 1974 construction began on a multipurpose building, including a gym, and wings onto each side of the
nave. The chancel wall was moved forward to provide
additional church office work space. Later that year,
the remodeled church, chancel, office space, gym, and
youth center were dedicated.
In November of 1981 the congregation hired the architectural firm of Plunkett, Keymar and Reginato to
design an addition. New offices were to built closer to
the school offices. Plans also included updating the
chancel area with a lighted wood cross backed by a
dossal curtain, a free standing marble altar, marble on
the back chancel wall, a new stained glass window, a
reredos, a new lectern, and pulpit. The addition and
chancel renovation were dedicated October 30, 1983.
In 1996 an addition was built onto the south side, that
houses the Christian Life Center, and classrooms.
Source: Elm Grove Lutheran Church 50 Years of Grace 1940-1990

Trees
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of
the Lord;
My heart and flesh cry out for the living God.
Even the sparrow has found a home, and the
swallow a nest for herself, where she may have
her young—a place near your altar, O Lord
Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they
are ever praising you.
(Psalm 84: 1-4)

In 2018 funds were provided for trees.
Lammscapes Nursery and church volunteers planted the following species:
1
2
2
6
2

Starlight Flowering Crab
Black Hills Spruce
Serbian Spruce
Autumn Blaze Maple
Littleleaf Linden

There are trees on the property marked
with yellow tape, signifying that they
need to be removed. The Board of
Trustees has received estimates on the
related costs and will be making a decision soon. The congregation may be
asked for help in the project.
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Enhancing God’s Garden under the Summer Sun

The members of the gardening
team volunteer to tend a garden
area around the church, school,
or one of the two childcare
buildings. A Thrivent Action
Team grant has been written
each spring to fund annual and
perennial plants and other
supplies.
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Protect Your Identity:

Computer Protection Tips

Many residents started subscribing to the Waukesha County
e-newsletter this spring for COVID-related information. It
offers wide-ranging community content. Recently it invited
readers to a webinar about protecting one’s identity.
It was led by:
Jeff Kersten, Agency Liaison – Bureau of Consumer Protection
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection Bureau of Consumer Protection
2811 Agriculture Drive, PO Box 8911
Madison, WI 53708-8911
Email: DATCPWisconsinPrivacy@wi.gov
Website: datcp.wi.gov
(800) 422-7128 TTY: (608) 224-5058
Future issues of Seasons will continue to feature information
that was shared in the webinar, presented June 23.

•

•

We use computers for everything. BUT….what
happens when your computer is hacked? Here
are some simple, yet very important steps you
can take to help prevent hackers from accessing •
your computer and personal information.

• Back up your information often. You can save your data

•

•

•

•

•

to a CD, DVD, USB device or an external hard drive.
That way, if your computer ever crashes or is hacked,
you will not lose all of your information.
Never give someone remote access to your computer.
If you receive a call from someone claiming to be from
Microsoft or any other company stating you have a virus or that they can fix other issues on your computer,
hang up immediately. Scammers will try to convince
you to pay for unnecessary services and get access to
your computer to obtain personal information or install
malicious software.
Update your operating system regularly. Computer operating systems are periodically updated to stay current
with technology requirements and to fix weak spots
that may be targeted by hackers. Install updates to
make sure your computer has the latest version. Often
there are settings in your operating system to make
these updates automatic.
Use strong passwords and change them often. Do not
use the same password for multiple accounts. Use
passwords that contain upper and lower case letters,
numbers, and symbols. Change your password every
three months and do not reuse passwords. This is especially true for passwords that are used to access your
email and bank accounts.
Use two-factor authentication. Two-factor authentication is an added layer of security that combines something you have, a physical token such as a card or a
code, with something you know, something memorized
such as a personal identification number (PIN) or password.
Do not click on pop-ups. Pop-up windows on the internet are quick advertising tools, but beware of “too good
to be true” offers. Not only can these pop-ups slow
your computer and internet speed down, but by clicking
on these you can accidentally sign up for unauthorized
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•
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services. Set your browser’s information bar to not allow pop-ups.
Be careful what you download. Some of the most destructive viruses have been hidden in internet programs
and applications or e-mail attachments. Download only
from a trusted source. As for e-mails, never click on
links or attachments if you do not recognize the sender.
Even if you do know the sender, beware! It is possible
their computer was hacked and is sending out infected
e-mails. Those emails may also be very well disguised
to look like often used financial institutions or retail
websites, sent to phish for your personal information.
Do not send sensitive or private information via email.
Email is not usually encrypted, or in other words not in
a “secret Computer Protection Tipscode,” and can be
intercepted and read by hackers.
Use antivirus software and set it to update itself daily.
There are many commercial products that can help you
protect your computer from various viruses. Most virus
protection software has a feature that will scan downloaded files automatically and some will even scan incoming emails by default.
Avoid installing unnecessary, unfamiliar, or untested
software. This includes games, toolbars or screensavers
that could leave your computer open to attacks. Spyware and viruses are often installed by downloading
unfamiliar programs. When you install software, choose
a program that is not piggybacking other toolbars or
software onto the installation. Look for automatically
checked box items in the agreement page giving your
permission to install these other items.
Use a personal firewall. A firewall acts as a barrier between you and the internet. It helps keep hackers out
and prevents malicious software from sending your personal information to criminals. There are free and retail
versions available that come in both software and hardware.
Be careful of wireless networks. For your home network, make sure your router is password protected. For
public wireless access (such as at restaurants, libraries
or cafes), be aware if the network is unsecured. Cyber
criminals take advantage of unsafe networks to hack
into your computer and access your personal data.
Turn your computer off when not in use. Leaving your
computer on and unattended could leave it open for an
attack by hackers. Protect your computer, and save energy by turning your computer off when you are not
using it.
Dispose of your old computer safely. Make sure all personal data is removed by the wiping or physical destruction of your computer’s hard drive.

If your computer has been hacked and you feel your safety
is in jeopardy, or think that the hacker is someone you know,
you should call your local police.
Contact a trusted, local computer professional to remove any
malicious software that may have been installed.

August Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!

August 1
Darlene Baumgart
August 2
A-Andrew & Angela
Holmes
Tom Kaucic
Gene Wilbur
August 3
A-Anthony & Amanda D’Agostino
Joan Knight
August 4
A-Linda & Terry Hoffmann
Casey Carney
August 5
A-Arnold & Sue Will (55)
Todd Baumgardt
Sandy Hahn
Brandon Scepanski
August 6
A-Terry & Anne Tuttrup (61)
Pam Ganswindt
Beverly Hipenbecker
Carol Schaefer
August 7
A-Dan & Stephanie Garcia
Natalie Carstedt
Matthew Diven
Mark Kennedy
Jessica Nicely

August 8
A-Dan & Ruth Bretl
August 9
A-Paul & Linda Haut (46)
A-Stephanie & Jeffrey Laundre
A-Pr. Eric & Shelly Skovgaard
Christine Wilcox
August 10
A-Kyle & Alexis Higgins
Lindsay Mitchell

August 11
Barb Alles
Ruth Bretl
August 12
A-Peter & Terry Holzwart
Tyler Beckley
Joel Schultz
Heidi Wegner
August 13
Alex Ohde
August 14
Rob Hipke
Krzysztof Olbrot
Scott Williams
August 15
A-Henry & Karen Van Schaick
Patrick Gerber
Ruth Lawonnn (93)
August 16
Ethan Kritzer
Manfred Moritz
Brody Setzer

August 24
A-Bill & Ruth Dare (53)
Jim Aldinger
Jeff Netzel
August 25
Jerry Baumgardt
Austin Williams
August 26
Ian Klein
Ray Lester
August 27
A-Jared & Katie Duncan
Kent Baumgardt
Dan Bretl
Aislyn Wegner
August 29
A-Deanna & Matthew Beltran
Dick Kruse
Alexandra VanderMeer
August 30
William Dennis
Jami Hedtke
Ava Laundre
Laura Patterson
Richard Rahardt
Bruce Wilcox

August 17
A-Paula & Tri Ky
Levi Widule
August 18
A-Jeff & Laurie Mueller
A-William Myatt Jr. & Anna BangleMyatt
Donald Anderson
Tom Paasch
Alex Setzer
August 22
A-Kirk & Cynthia Midtbo (40)
Brooks Hornburg
Michael Huber
August 23
A-Josh & Sara Keck
Barb Thompson
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August 31
A-Kevin & Andrea Kysely
A-Tom & Jane Neill
A-Brad & Vicky Ohde
Lydia Ohde

August
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Aaron Reseburg, Associate Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Miss Stephanie Bahr, Interim Principal
Summer Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is:
Sunday, August 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Webinar: Using Life Skills in Outreach

Please note changes for summer:

Sunday 8:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday

Bible Study
9:15-9:45

Sunday 10:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday
Church in the Glen—Sunday, August 22
(Communion will be celebrated at the 8 a.m.
Service on 8/22, not at 10 a.m.)

Thursday 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
1st, 3rd, 5th Thursday

Hosted by the LCMS Office of International Mission, the Rev.
Sergio Maita, LCMS alliance missionary in the Dominican Republic, will present a free webinar titled “Using Life Skills in
Outreach” at 12 p.m. Central time on Wednesday,
August 25, 2021.
Join Maita as he bakes, budgets, and strums his way into the
lives of those whom God has placed in his midst. He’ll share
how equipping people with hands-on skills is not only pragmatic but also purposeful, arming them for the here and
now, and nudging them toward an eternity with Christ.

Register at:

calendar.lcms.org/event/webinar-using-life-skills-in-outreach/

Make sure to follow Elm Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church and School on Facebook!

