
About the Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Theme: The Growth of the Kingdom 

+ highlighting the Scriptures for the week + 
 

he LORD God of Israel planted His Kingdom in Israel.  (Ezekiel)   A tiny sprig and shoot He planted in 
Zion in confidence that it would grow to bountiful maturity; He brings the lofty low and raises up the 
lowly.  The faithful anticipate the eternal heavenly dwelling yet to come.  (2 Corinthians)  The tent of 

this earthly body may be destroyed, but our heavenly home is eternal.  Though we walk by faith down here 
below, we have God’s Spirit now as our guarantee, the surety of His gifts to come.  Therefore we strive to 
please Him by faith that lives in love for the neighbor.  God sows the seed of His Word indiscriminately in all 
the world.  (Mark)  It sprouts and grows all by itself, slowly but surely, until the harvest.  Then He Himself will 
bring His harvest in.  Therefore we are confident, come what may, that His Kingdom will come and His will be 
done. 
 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Use the schedule below in your personal devotion. The first three readings are the lessons read today; the last three will 

be read next Sunday.  The Wednesday reading is the psalmody for the week.  Each day you may want to pray that psalm 
or the prayer printed in our service folder today, followed by the suggested reading and your personal requests and 

thanksgivings to our heavenly Father. 

 
Sunday  Ezekiel 17:22-24  How is the Kingdom of the LORD here depicted?  Where will He plant His 

Kingdom?  How will it grow?  What does the LORD do to the green tree?  To the dry tree?  How 
was Israel like a “tender sprig” and a “dry tree?”   What does the LORD accomplish through His 
church, the new Israel?  What therefore does it mean to pray: “Thy Kingdom Come?” 

Monday 2 Corinthians 5:1-10  What is the main difference between a tent and a building?  What will 
happen to the earthly tent we live in?  How long will our heavenly dwelling last? What “down 
payment” have Christians received as a guarantee of heaven?  Why is faith a better gauge of 
reality than sight?  Where do good deeds come from?  What therefore is our goal as Christians?  
How is this done? 

Tuesday Mark 4:26-34 How do seeds grow?  What do they produce?  How does the Kingdom of God 
grow?  What does it produce?  Of what therefore may we be confident?  What does this mean 
for the growth of the Church?  For our life as Christians? 

Wednesday Psalm 1  How does Psalm 1 strike the tone and provide the setting for the “hymn book” of the 
Hebrews?  To what does the psalmist compare “the righteous” and “the wicked”?  What does 
this mean (see vv. 5-6)? 

Thursday Job 38:1-11 How does the LORD answer Job’s complaint?  What is wrong with human 
speculation when trying to figure out the cause of suffering?  Who alone laid the earth’s 
foundations, marked off its dimensions, and set its cornerstone?  Who set the boundaries for 
the sea and wrapped it in clouds and darkness?  What does it mean to say “I believe in God the 
Father Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth?  

Friday  2 Corinthians 6:1-13  How should a Christian behave toward a fellow believer who has sinned?  
Why?  What is the responsibility of those who are taught to those who do the teaching?  Why?  
Why does Paul end this letter in his own handwriting?  What appears to be the major issue? 

Saturday Mark 4:35-41 What was remarkable about Jesus’ condition in the storm?  How did He still the 

storm?  Who is He?  What does He continue to do by sheer power of His Word?  What does this 

mean? 
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