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Jesus	Taught	About	Forgiveness	Bible	Craft	

	

Bible	Story:	Jesus	Taught	About	Forgiveness		

	

Bible	Text:	Luke	15:11-31	

	

Suggested	Learning	Outcome:	This	tissue	paper	craft	will	help	children	learn	the	

story	Jesus	taught	and	remember	the	difference	forgiveness	can	make.		

	
Supplies	List:	

Contact	paper		

Tissue	paper		

Black	construction	paper		

Craft	brads	

	

Teacher	Preparation:		

	

Any	of	the	cutting	can	be	done	in	advance	to	save	time	in	class.				

	

Instructions:	

	

Step	1.	Give	children	a	piece	of	black	construction	paper	

and	instruct	them	to	fold	the	paper	in	half	and	cut	out	a	

large	heart	shape	along	the	fold.	In	white	crayon	assist	

children	in	writing	the	word	“Forgiveness	Makes	a	

Difference”	onto	the	black	heart	and	set	aside.	Unfold	the	

rest	of	the	paper	to	reveal	an	empty	heart	shape	in	the	

center	of	the	page	(see	image).	

	

	

	

	

	

Step	2.	Give	children	a	sheet	of	contact	paper	and	guide	

them	in	carefully	laying	the	unfolded	paper	onto	the	sticky	

side	of	the	contact	paper.	Give	learners	several	pieces	of	

colored	tissue	paper	squares	and	guide	them	in	sticking	the	

papers	carefully	onto	the	contact	paper	inside	the	heart.	Lay	

another	sheet	of	contact	paper,	sticky	side	down	on	top	of	

the	page	(see	image).	This	will	seal	the	tissue	paper	squares	

inside.	
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Step	3.	Trim	the	edges	of	contact	paper.	Turn	the	craft	over	

to	reveal	a	colorful	heart	center	(see	image).		

	

	

	

		

	

	

	

	

Step	4.	Using	a	craft	brad,	attach	the	black	heart	you	cut	out	

and	set	aside	earlier	(see	image).	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Step	5.	Now	the	black	heart	can	be	moved	back	and	forth	to	

illustrate	what	happens	to	our	hearts	when	we	open	our	

hearts	to	forgive.	The	forgiving	heart	is	beautiful	and	the	

light	of	God	can	shine	through	it	(see	image).		

	











EGL_Week of February 21st 



Introductions



Prayer:



Has anyone ever broken one of your toys?



Has anyone ever taken something of yours without asking? 



When that happens, you might feel angry toward the person 
who broke the toy or took your special things. What do we do 

when we are angry with someone? 



A slave is a person 
who is owned by 
another person. The 
slave works for his 
or her master. 

Slave 
owner, 
“Master” 



Today’s Bible Story: Sermon on the 
Mount - Anger; Onesimus and Philemon
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ forgave you. [Ephesians 4:32]



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

A man named Philemon was a believer who lived in a town named Colossae. 
Philemon had a slave named Onesimus who ran away. He may even have taken 
some of Philemon’s money.



Oh, Oh! Stealing is a sin. Slavery is also a sin.



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

You are right. It is a sin to steal from someone and slavery is a sin. Let’s find out 
what happened next. Sometime later, Onesimus met Paul in Rome. Onesimus 
became a Christian and was kind and helpful to Paul.



It’s a good thing that Onesimus became a Christian and helped Paul. 
What happened next? 



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

Paul wanted to help. He knew Philemon, and Onesimus. Paul decided to send a 
letter to Philemon about Onesimus. At this time, Paul was under house arrest in 
Rome. So he probably had a scribe write the letter.



Was Paul under arrest because he did something really bad?



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

Actually, Paul was arrested for doing something good. Some people did not like 
Paul because he told people that Jesus was the Savior God sent. Paul was kept 
in a house, maybe even in chains, to keep him from preaching and teaching. But 
Paul did not let that stop him. He was still busy writing to people he knew about 
Jesus.



What did Paul’s letter say?



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus. He said it was required for love’s 
sake. He said that if Onesimus had wronged Philemon or owed Philemon money, 
Paul would pay the debt. 



Paul really did that? He was kind to Onesimus.



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

He offered to pay that debt. Paul believed that Jesus had paid a different kind of 
debt. He paid for our sins through His perfect life and death on the cross. Jesus 
also helps us forgive others - even when we are angry.



I’m so thankful Jesus paid my debt. How does the story end?



Today’s Bible Story: Onesimus and Philemon

We don’t know. The Bible doesn’t tell us what Philemon did. But we do know 
what God wants us to do. He forgives our sins and wants us to forgive others. 
He even gives us the power to do it. Our God is loving and forgiving. 



When it is hard to be nice to someone? 

Jesus forgives us all our sins. He wants us to forgive others. He 
gives us power to be “tender-hearted.” He sends the Holy Spirit to 

teach us how to forgive and love others who have hurt us or sinned 
against us. In the Bible story, what does Paul ask Philemon to do? He 

asks him to be kind, tenderhearted and forgiving. 



What happened in this picture?

What should the little 
boy say to his dad? 

Would it be good if he 
didn’t say anything? 

What do you think the 
father should do if the 
boy is sorry? 



The father can forgive his son. The father knows that his heavenly Father 
forgives his sin.



What happened in this picture?

What do you think the 
mother should do if 
the girl is sorry? 

Would it be good if 
she didn’t say 
anything? 

What should the little 
girl say to her mom? 



The mother can forgive her daughter. The mother knows that her heavenly 
Father forgives her sin.



When we are forgiven, we are made friends again. The little boy still might have 
to help clean up the broken lamp. He might have to do extra chores to help buy 
a new lamp, but he also knows that his father is not angry with him anymore. 



It is often hard to forgive people who sin against us. When that 
happens, sin is working in us. We need help. We can ask God to 
help us. We do that in the Lord’s prayer. We pray, “And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 
Trespass is a word that means “sin.”

What does God want us to do for those who sin against us?

Let’s pray the Lord’s prayer now. We can ask God to help us 
forgive others. 

Our heavenly Father wants us to forgive them. He wants us 
to do good to those who sin against us. When we do this, it 
shows that we truly believe that God has forgiven us. 
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When I am angry, I might sin by the things I think or do or say. I cannot 
take care of my sin problem, but Jesus did. He died on the cross to pay 

for my sin. He wants me to forgive others. 



God wants us to forgive others, even when they do something wrong. 



Activities: Leaflet & Craft!









Closing Prayer:

Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for forgiving me. 

Help me to learn how to forgive from You so I 
can forgive others. 

As we go from Sunday School, help us to 
remember all we’ve learned. Remind us Jesus 

is our friend. We are never on our own.
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.
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