
ABOUT THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Theme: “Stay Awake!” 

– highlighting the Scriptures for the week – 
 

od’s people Judah were in shambles; they were faced with fightings within and fears without.  

(Isaiah)  Threatened externally by enemies and internally by the devastation of sin and 
rebellion against God, they longed for the LORD to come down from heaven and make Himself 

known for their rescue and salvation.  Judah’s prayer was answered in Jesus.  (Mark)   He is God 
made flesh, come down from heaven, for us and for our salvation.  On the last day He will return to 

judge the living and the dead.  He has put His servants in charge while He has gone away and put 
them on guard:  “stay awake until I return.”    There is nothing complacent in our staying awake; 
continually we are being enriched in the gospel of Christ.  (1 Corinthians)  The spiritual gifts of His 

forgiveness, life, and salvation nourish us to keep us strong to the end, that we may be blameless at 
Christ’s return. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Use the schedule below in your personal devotion. The first three readings are the lessons read today; 

the last three will be read next Sunday.  The Wednesday reading is the psalmody for the week.  Each 
day you may want to pray that psalm or the prayer printed in our service folder today, followed by the 

suggested reading and your personal requests and thanksgivings to our heavenly Father. 
 

Sunday  Isaiah 64:1-9  What awesome things had the LORD performed in ancient times?  What 
is it that makes us unclean before the LORD?  What does it mean that God is our 
Father?  The potter?  What confidence remains forever sure for all believers in Christ?  

How does this faith help you in specific situations you face this week? 
Monday 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  For what is the apostle thankful?  What spiritual gifts does Christ 

give His church as they wait for His return? Where does our strength come from?  Our 
endurance?  What does this mean? 

Tuesday Mark 13:24-37  Who alone knows the day of Christ’s return for judgement?  What is the 
job of his servants?  Why is watchfulness required?  How is this done?  What does this 

mean in light of false ideas about the end of the world rampant around us today? 
Wednesday Psalm 80:1-7  Summarize the psalmist’s requests to the LORD. Why does he make 

them? What had been his previous condition? What does this mean for us today? 

Thursday Isaiah 40:1-11  What comfort is given to the prophet to proclaim to God’s torn and 
weary people?  What leveling must take place in order to prepare for the LORD’s 

coming?  How is this done?  What alone lasts forever?  What good news is given to the 
faithful to proclaim?  How is this done?  What contrast is seen in the coming of the 

LORD God?  What does this mean? 
Friday 2 Peter 3:8-14  Why is the Lord delaying His return?  How does He stand above and 

beyond time?  What will happen on the last day?  What does this mean for the lives of 
God’s people?  What future home do we anticipate?  What does this mean for our lives?  

How is this done? 
Saturday Mark 1:1-8  What was John’s God-given responsibility?  What did he preach?  What was 

the response by those who came to hear him?  What sign was given them? Who is the 

focus of baptism?  What does baptism give or profit?  
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