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A PRAYER FOR OUR NATION
Lord, we thank You for the blessings that come to us as citizens of this
nation. Guide our leaders by the truths given through natural law and
Holy Scripture. Preserve our citizenry from strife and discord. Give to
Your people in this land both the courage and the liberty to proclaim Your
Word and live faithfully according to it, reminding us that our truest citizenship is in heaven. In the name of Christ. Amen.
From Portals of Prayer, July-September, 2020

tireless campaign effort over the next two years, the Red
Cross was founded in his hometown of Geneva, Switzerland on February 9, 1863. One and a half years later, on
August 22, 1864, he also founded the Geneva Convention
"for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in
Armies in the Field".

From the Vicar
Drawn to the Cross of Jesus Amid COVID-19 Pandemic
Beloved Elm Grove Lutherans, who are patiently enduring
the cross of the COVID-19 pandemic,

Like the horrible sight of the battlefield of Solferino that
Dunant saw on the evening of June 24, 1859, we are also
horrified that in less than half a year we are seeing worldwide millions of cases and tens of thousands of deaths, a
radically changed life, isolated seniors in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities, shutdown businesses and
closed stores, millions of unemployed and a collapsing
economy. For most people, it is unlike anything they've
ever experienced before. Plus, there is the uncertainty of
what is to come or when and how it will end.

“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) and “All things
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
The other early morning as I was running in the Fox River
Park, I noticed a beautiful chalk drawing on the paved
trail around the lake, showing three red crosses in a row
with the center one standing out and words “Thank You”
and “Healthcare Workers” above and below the crosses
respectively. Indeed, the Red Cross and healthcare workers deserve our respect, gratefulness, and sincere thanks,
especially amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of them
have even given up their lives while saving others sickened by the coronavirus. I had a hunch that the medical
care and humanitarian relief symbolized by the Red Cross
is somehow connected and flows from the source of ultimate love, Jesus Christ, who for the forgiveness and salvation of fallen humanity came down from heaven, lived
a sinless life in this fallen world, bore our sin and was
nailed onto the cross soaked red with His precious blood
shed even to the point of death. Thank God for His amazing love. By his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:3 and
1 Peter 2:24).

We have come to see that our daily living, our current
situation, is a cross. Yet, from the cross amid the COVID19 pandemic to the cross of Jesus, “Crosses always drive
people — including us — to Jesus.” (https://
blogs.lcms.org/2020/a-message-from-lcms-presidentmatthew-c-harrison-amid-the-coronavirus-pandemic/).
And “Many events in the world have turned out to hold a
blessing in disguise.” (Schultz, “Mission from the Cross”,
Pg. 146). You see how the cross Dunant carried of tending the wounds of the soldiers and of comforting the dying drove him to Jesus, who then turned it into a blessing
(through the Red Cross and Geneva Convention) to the
world in 1863 and 1864. It was during an outbreak of the
plague in Wittenberg in 1527 that Luther wrote the great
Reformation hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” based
on Psalm 46 (Lutheran Service Book 656).

A Google search soon confirmed my hunch that the Red
Cross indeed has its origin in the Christian Faith and the
cross of Jesus as this article from the Christian Heritage
Fellowship (https://christianheritagefellowship.com/thechristian-origin-of-the-red-cross/) explains: the founder of
the Red Cross, Henry Dunant, was born into a devoted
Christian family and was profoundly influenced by his
warm-hearted parents. “The warm Christian hearts of his
parents touched their own community but flowed more
intensely through their son to a deeply troubled and hurting world.”

And what blessings in disguise can we find in today’s
COVID-19 pandemic? First, social distancing imposed by
the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us how much we value certain things and people that we previously took for
granted, such as regular church services and charities,
commuting to work and school, meeting with family and
friends, open stores and shopping, recreation and fitness,
sports and entertainment, traveling and the freedom to
come and go as we please, etc. Second, the deadly
COVID-19 pandemic has taught us that our earthly life,
however long or short, is a precious gift of God. Yet God
has eternally precious gifts for us in this life and in the life
to come, such as repentance and forgiveness, the peace
of God, the joy of salvation and the hope of eternal life.
That’s why St. Paul in Philippians 1:21 writes, “For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Moreover, the founding of the Red Cross is actually a result of God’s leading in Dunant’s life. The story goes like
this: He was on his way to bring some business matters
over land and water rights directly to the French emperor, Napoleon III, for clarification and resolution, near the
small town of Solferino (Italy), on the evening of June 24,
1859, when he came upon the sight of thirty-eight thousand wounded, dying, and dead soldiers on the battlefield
of Solferino during the Second Italian War of Independence. Horrified by the sight of such suffering, Dunant was
deeply troubled that little or no effort was being made to
tend the wounds of the soldiers and comfort the dying. In
disbelief, he began to organize the civilian population,
especially the women and girls of the town, to render aid
to the wounded and dying. Upon returning home he soon
wrote and published A Memory of Solferino. Through his

You see even this year's Lent and Easter were quite different from the others amid the COVID-19 pandemic. At
the beginning of the Lenten season, the Church put ashes
on our foreheads and reminded us that we are dust and
to dust we shall return. Then coronavirus made us realize
very clearly that we are indeed nothing but dust, and we
feel helpless in the face of this invisible virus. Moreover,
Christians the world over could not even celebrate their
most joyous season of all, the Easter Festival, even
though we know Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
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What blessings in disguise can we find in this? Just as the
earthly sacrifices we can offer to God are a broken spirit,
a broken and contrite heart (Psalm 51:16-17), there is
heavenly joy before the angels of God is over one sinner
who repents (Luke 15:10). Therefore, it is fitting to celebrate and be glad when one sinner repents and is saved;
who once was dead, and now is alive; once was lost, and
now is found. (Luke 15:32).

nancial burdens, we pray that they may turn to Christ,
who also experienced the heavy burden of our sin on the
cross.
For the elderly who must endure the cross of isolation,
not able to receive family or friendly visitors, we pray that
they may turn to Christ, who also shouldered his cross
alone.
For all doctors, nurses, and healthcare workers who selflessly help carry the heavy crosses of patients we pray
that each of them may turn to Christ that they might see
the face of Christ in those they serve.

Finally, as we are drawn to the cross of Jesus, we see
that it is not the three nails that hold Jesus to the cross;
love does. It is his love for each of us, his desire to die
for our sins, his yearning to grant us forgiveness and salvation that fastens him to the red cross. Therefore, let’s
love one another because He first loved us (John 15:12
and 1 John 4:19).

Finally, Lord God, grant us patient endurance until we
hear your final summons to the fullness of life. Graciously
calm our fears, and increase faith, hope, and love in us.
Impart your divine wisdom to our medical experts that a
cure for the COVID-19 virus might be soon discovered.
Guide church, government,
and business leaders in easing
the lockdown and restoring
the normalcy of life; and, as
we journey our way of the
cross now, help us to focus on
the light at the end of the tunnel - the resurrection ahead.
(John 11:25). Amen.

Let us pray:
For all who feel separated from Christ’s love and for those
who doubt God’s presence amid this pandemic, we pray
that God would grant each of us the grace to view this
pandemic through the lens of the cross and trust that
even in the midst of death and darkness God’s love is still
there.
For those patients who must endure the cross of their
illness even to the point of facing death, we pray that
they may turn to Christ, who also experienced suffering
and death on the cross;

Vicar Lee

For those who must endure the cross of job loss and fi-

A Live-Streaming Fundraiser has been established by the
Church Council to continue making our worship services
available on-line. The EGL Foundation has approved
providing matching funds for this Live-Streaming Fundraiser. For every $2 donated toward the Live-Streaming
Fundraiser, the EGL Foundation will contribute $1 up to a
total of $7,000. Therefore, if $14,000 is donated, the
Foundation will contribute $7,000 for a total of $21,000
(the expected cost of the hardware and installation).
Please include “Live Stream” in the memo line so we can
continue this on-line ministry. Donations can be sent to
the Church Office or placed in the offering collection box
as you enter the sanctuary. THANK YOU!

BACK TO CHURCH
It’s difficult to express the joy of returning to worship
in God’s house. Kudos to everyone who pitched in so
we could hear God’s Word preached and praise his
name from afar via the internet during this nearly
three-month quarantine. But there’s no substitute for
actual
embodied
worship!
“How lovely
is
your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My soul longs,
yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and
flesh sing for joy to the living God.” (Psalm 84:1-2)
God grant we will continue to encourage one another
in His presence by our eager devotion to His Word
and Sacrament! Finally, praise God for our diligent
teachers who worked so hard to teach their students
via a computer screen for all these weeks – and for
our dear Pastor Skovgaard and his continuing service
at Elm Grove; God is gracious indeed!
Harold and Jane Senkbeil
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Lutheran Council in the United States of America to do so
in celebration of the 450th anniversary of the Reformation
in 1967. Lutheran Service Book places his hymn in the
“Mission and Witness” section of the hymnal. Franzmann
has five other hymns in LSB: 473, Our Paschal Lamb,
That Sets Us Free; 483, With High Delight Let Us Unite;
569, In Adam We Have All Been One; 578, Thy Strong
Word; and 586, Preach You the Word.

Lutheran Musicians: Sons of Asaph
In the year ahead we will take a look at a Lutheran musician or hymn composer each month as a way of giving
thanks to God for the gift of music and hymnody. We will
intentionally not set aside a monthly space for Martin Luther, the great Reformer, simply because there is already
so much written about him. Instead we will turn to those
perhaps lesser known gifts of God.
Luther famously declared that next to orthodox theology,
beautiful music was the highest form of praising God.
And this is not simply a Reformation idea. God has been
blessing His church with the gift of musicians for a long
time. One of the most prominent musicians mentioned in
the Bible, besides King David, was a man named Asaph.
He is described in different ways, but probably the easiest way for us to understand his role is to see him as the
music director at the Jerusalem Temple. You can read
about him in the following Bible passages: 1 Chronicles
6:39 and 15:16-24. Later in the passage of time, mention
will be made of “the sons of Asaph,” referring to those
musicians and singers who saw themselves in the musical
lineage of Asaph.

In addition to composing hymns, six of which we have in
LSB today, what else do we know about Martin
Franzmann? Martin was born on January 20, 1907 in
Lake City, Minnesota, a city on the banks of the mighty
Mississippi between Wabasha and Red Wing. He was the
son of a pastor and one of nine children. From an early
age he intended to follow his dad into the pastoral ministry. He attended high school and college at Northwestern,
the Wisconsin Synod school in Watertown, Wisconsin. He
then entered seminary in Thiensville, Wisconsin. Upon
graduation he returned to Watertown to teach Greek. In
1946 he was called to teach at Concordia Seminary in St
Louis and thus transferred into the Missouri Synod. In
1957 he became the chair of the Exegetical Department.
He taught at Concordia Seminary until 1969 when he
took a position at Westfield House in England. He was
noted for his strong defense of Biblical inerrancy and inspiration. He died in England in 1976.

Asaph himself lived roughly between 1020-920 B.C., from
David’s reign through Solomon’s into Rehoboam’s. Thus,
he lived through the golden age of the United Monarchy,
but he also saw the adultery of David, the idolatry of Solomon, and the division of the Kingdom into the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah,
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. Asaph was a priest
from the tribe of Levi, and his father Berechiah was a
Doorkeeper of the Ark. There are 12 Psalms with his
name attached to them: 50, 73-83.
For July our featured Lutheran hymn composer is
Martin Franzmann. Perhaps
like me you have at times
enjoyed a hymn being sung
in church and looked down
at the bottom of the page
in search of more information about the hymn
and/or the composer. For
instance, one of my favorite
hymns (and there are
many!) is entitled “O God,
O Lord of Heaven and
Earth,” LSB 834, composed
by Martin Franzmann. Anyone who has been to a
DOXOLOGY retreat knows
that this hymn has a significant place in the work of DOXOLOGY, because the last stanza concludes with a prayer
to the Holy Spirit “that in these gray and latter days,
there may be those who life is praise, each life a high
doxology to Father, Son, and unto Thee.”

Around Elm Grove Lutheran
Church in the years when Pastor
Myers served here, it was common to hear one of Franzmann’s
poems used as a table blessing
before a potluck meal: “We live
not, Lord, by bread alone; without
Thy blessing bread were stone.
For bread and for Thy kindly
word, we thank and praise Thee,
God, our Lord.”

Pastor Skovgaard

“O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth” was composed in
1967 by Franzmann after he was commissioned by the
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Let’s celebrate
not one, not

two, but

three

RETIREMENTS!
Linda Haut - Church Secretary,
Debbie Tesch - 2nd Grade Teacher, and
Karla Bessert - Music Director
are all retiring this summer so come wish them well
in their retirements on

Sunday, July 19, at 11:30 a.m.
(following the late service)
The event will be catered by Revere’s (no potluck).
Limited seating available so RSVP June 23 - July 10
to Amy at astroh@egl.org or
call 262-797-2970 and ask for Amy.
(First come, first served)
A table and basket will be available for cards and gifts.
If you are unable to attend, greetings may be sent to
945 Terrace Dr., Elm Grove, WI 53122
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EGL’S 2020 GRADUATES
Sam Ewert is a
Waukesha North HS
graduate. His high
school
activities
have included Wind
Ensemble, Marching
Band, National Honor Society, Key Club,
Soccer
(captain),
Basketball,
Swim,
Tennis
(captain),
and Athletic Advisory
Council. This past
Spring Sam earned
his Eagle Scout Award with Troop 87, Galilee Lutheran Church, Pewaukee. Sam's senior year scholarships/awards include: UW-Whitewater Chancellor
Scholars' Scholarship, WI State Academic Excellence
Scholarship, Waukesha North Booster Club Scholarship, Top Ten Scholar Award (4th in class), ACT 30+
Club Award, Outstanding Wind Ensemble Member,
WIAA Scholar Athlete Award Finalist, Four Star Athletic Tennis and Soccer Awards, All Conference Soccer Team Honorable Mention, WSCA/Stefans Soccer
Academic All-State Team Honorable Mention,
Woyahn-Arnold Waukesha Tennis Association Scholarship, Waukesha North Athletic Director Award in
Swimming, and Waukesha North Spirit Award. Sam
is the son of Rick and Nancy Ewert and grandson of
Chuck and Hazel Ewert. He is heading to UWWhitewater this fall for Computer Science.

Madeline Wilinski graduated from Brookfield Central High School.
She
was awarded the President's Award for Educational Excellence for having above a 4.0 cumulative GPA. Madeline was
very active in her school's
art program and was
awarded an Honorable
Mention in the 2020 Scholastic Art Awards for one of her
paintings. She was awarded the Voorhees Scholarship and
the Ann Hardy Art Scholarship to attend Carroll University,
where she will be studying Fine Arts in the fall. She has
worked as an assistant at the EGL childcare for the past 2
years. Madeline is the daughter of Jeff and Becky Wilinski
and granddaughter for John and Barb Thompson.

Lydia Ohde recently graduated from
Brookfield East High School. Over the
last year she has focused her studies on
healthcare courses that include Medical
Terminology, Health Occupations, O
Chem, AP Bio, and Human Body Systems. Having recently completed a Certified Nursing Assistant program, Lydia
will be taking the State Certification exam this summer and will be attending
Wisconsin Lutheran College in the fall.
She plans to earn a BS in Nursing. Lydia
is the daughter of Brad and Vicki Ohde
and granddaughter of Gene and Irene
Brunner.
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John Elvers is the son of Matthew and Terri Elvers. Having
graduated from Arrowhead
High School, he is considering
different career opportunities.

We thank God for all of the
accomplishments of these Elm
Grove Lutheran graduates. We
ask God to continue to bless
them and keep them safe as
they begin the next chapter in
their lives.

Elm Grove Lutheran to host DOXOLOGY Installation Service
On Sunday, August 2, at 3:00 p.m. the Rev. David Fleming will be installed as DOXOLOGY Executive Director for
Spiritual Care in a Vespers service held at our church. The entire congregation is invited, along with pastors and laity
throughout the region. Social distancing will be observed.
DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel, had its roots here at Elm Grove Lutheran more than
25 years ago in conversation between EGL member Dr. Beverly Yahnke and Pastor Senkbeil, who was then our Associate Pastor. It is a Recognized Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and offers continuing education for pastors and lay leaders in the advanced care of souls. Since this program was launched in 2008
it has trained more than 800 pastors and the churches and agencies they serve, while also providing seminars and
training for LCMS missionaries and indigenous partner churches around the world. Pastor Skovgaard is a member of
DOXOLOGY’s Board of Directors, along with EGL members Rob Hipke and Dr. James Burhop.

Pastor Fleming

Dr. Yahnke

Highlights in DOXOLOGY’s timeline are:
 1995
Conversations begin between
Senkbeil and Yahnke
 1998 – 2001
“Think tank” sessions of
seminary professors, pastors, and lay professionals held annually, funded by EGL Foundation. Papers produced; a curriculum emerges.
 2007
DOXOLOGY incorporated as a 501
(c)3 nonprofit under the laws of the State of Wisconsin and approved as a LCMS Recognized Service Organization.
 2008
First cohort of pastors meets for
training at retreat center near Oconomowoc.
 2014
Inauguration of the DOXOLOGY
Collegium. Seven parish pastors and one District
President currently serve as Fellows in the CollePastor Senkbeil
gium, developing resources for contemporary issues in pastoral care, providing advisory leadership and chaplaincy services at
DOXOLOGY events.
 2018
Rev. David Fleming, pastor of Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Grand Rapids, MI, called as Associate Director for Spiritual Care, beginning transition to Executive position.
 2020
Pastor Senkbeil concludes his service to DOXOLOGY in July and
is named Executive Director Emeritus. Pastor Fleming installed as Executive Director for Spiritual Care, assuming leadership along with Dr. Beverly Yahnke,
who continues as Executive Director for Christian Counsel
South Wisconsin District President John Wille will participate in the August 2 service, along with area LCMS pastors. Pastor Senkbeil will preach and Pastor Skovgaard will lead worship. At 2:30 p.m. Richard Ewert will provide extended preservice music. The service begins at 3:00 p.m. Come and celebrate God’s goodness in these days of challenge!
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Attending the District
LWML Conventions has
always been such an
uplifting experience for
me. It was unfortunate
that the June 20th Convention had to be cancelled because of the
uncertainty of the Coronavirus. Hearing from
missionaries in the field
who have received mission grants from our LWML-SWD
and how these grants have helped them in the mission
field has been enlightening.

This soldier saw a cold, frightened, shivering teenage girl
huddled against the pouring rain. Feeling compassion for
her, he took a blanket from his backpack and gave it to
her. She understood this act of kindness, but she did not
understand English. The only words that she remembered
were Jesus Christ and Lutheran.
Fifty plus years later, Pastor Treglown met this recipient of
the blanket – now a grandma – in a remote village in the
Philippines. Seeing the missionary, she asked him if he
was Lutheran. You can imagine his surprise. She told the
story of the giving of the blanket. She waited all those
years to hear more about Jesus Christ and Lutheran.
This grandma led others in her village to hear and learn
more about the Gospel message as Pastor Treglown
taught and held worship services. He then received a shipment of quilts made by LWML women from our South
Wisconsin District. He brought these quilts to this remote
village and distributed them to the people. Acts of kindness by women of the LWML-SWD and acts of kindness by
Pastor Treglown.

At the National LWML Conventions, thousands of women
attend to also hear missionaries tell of their work in faraway places. In 2005 I attended the National LWML Convention in Tampa, FL with the theme being “Live Joyfully
as Salt and Light – You Are the Salt of the Earth.” In going
through some of my LWML files of our district’s publication, The Christian Life Newsletter of which I was editor
from 2004-2008, I found an article I had written about a Later as the Philippine grandma lay near death, her wish
missionary who spoke of his experiences in the Philippine was to have her quilt from LWML buried with her when
she died. Her family respected her wishes. She was buried
mission field. I decided to share this article with you.
with the quilt wrapped around her in the casket. She died
There were so many highlights at the National LWML Cona believer in Jesus Christ. She also let her light shine as
vention in Tampa, but I’d like to tell about one highlight.
she brought her family and friends to know Jesus. Be salt
Pastor Donald Treglown, former missionary to the Philipof the earth! Be light of the world! Live Joyfully!
pines, told about one act of kindness by a Christian soldier
stationed in the Philippines at the end of World War II.
Barbara Kurth

DO YOU ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL
gardens on the EGL grounds? We
can thank the Garden Club for their
many hours of work making sure
our property looks beautiful. Even
delivery people have noticed and
appreciated the gardens! The Garden Club is a group of nine women.
Meg Grelk, Linda Hoffmann, Carole
Braun and Jean Bennett were pictured in the October Seasons. This
month we meet (left) Linda Seroka,
Luanne Schaefer, Cynthia Midtbo and (right) Irma Witzke and Joan Knuteson. Thanks, ladies! Most of the plants in
the gardens have come to us through the generosity of a Thrivent grant and Shady Lane Greenhouses, Inc. More
gardeners are welcome, so if you are blessed with a “green thumb” contact any of the current gardeners or call the
church office.
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er and put the services out on YouTube by Sunday morning. My family was out of town on May 31 when church
reopened. However, we were able to worship while on
vacation using the on-line service. Normally we would
have gone to the LCMS church in Hayward, but they
were not open yet. Having the EGL service available was
truly a blessing. In order to continue to make these online services available, there is a fundraiser to raise
$30,000 to purchase and install the necessary hardware
and to provide on-going support. Ben will be going back
to Valparaiso for his senior year sometime in August, so
on-going support for these services will be needed.
Please prayerfully consider supporting this fundraiser.

FACES OF STEWARDSHIP
July 1 marks the start of a new year at Elm Grove Lutheran when it comes to church leadership and the budget.
It is a good time to reflect on the past and look forward
to the future.
We thank Congregational President Mark Ewert for his
leadership and look forward to the next two years under
James Drabiszczak. We thank all of the board members
who have completed their terms and welcome the new
board members. Watch Seasons in fall for pictures of the
new boards.
Back in November, our stewardship campaign was
“Blessed by God to be a Blessing” based on Ephesians
1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places.” The focus was on the
many blessing that God has given us, and how, in turn,
we should be a blessing to others.

Thanks also to everyone who continued to send in offerings during this time. Even though regular services were
not being held, fixed expenses continued. Staff still
needed to be paid and building upkeep continued. As a
reminder, offerings can be mailed in or made on-line. To
make on-line payments, go to the bottom of the Church
and School webpage, www.egl.org. Click on “Donations
and Payments.” If you have questions, call the church
office.

These blessing became very evident during the ten
weeks when regular worship was not allowed by our government. Services started being recorded by a small
group of dedicated members. Carefully placed microphones made it sound like there was a large number of
people singing, even though it was only ten or less. Special thanks to camera operator Pam Ganswindt and
sound man Benjamin Ewert. Ben put everything togeth-

Over the past few years, this Faces of Stewardship column has been used to highlight the service to the church
provided by individuals, families and groups. Thank you
for giving of yourself, of your time, of your talents and of
your treasure to the work of the Lord here at Elm Grove
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Remember, we have been
“blessed by God to be a blessing.”
Sue Wilcox, Board of Stewardship

The ECONOMY CENTER

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

at 78th and Burleigh is open for shopping and
is accepting donations.
Much of the financial support for Lutheran Counseling &
Family Services is generated by six Thrift Stores located
throughout Wisconsin, including The Economy Center
at 78th and Burleigh. These stores generate approximately 35% of LCFS’s annual income with proceeds
helping to subsidize mental health counseling, alcohol or
drug addiction treatment, or adoption services to individuals and families who do not have any other means to
pay for these services. The thrift stores offer big bargains on gently used and gently loved items such as
clothing, kitchenware, linens, toys, and books. The affordable prices help families throughout the community
to purchase items otherwise beyond reach.

We Welcome by Confirmation
Jacob Boudro
Sophia Handrich
Carter Klein
Elizabeth Ky
Jacob Rentmaster
Brandon Scepanski
Samuel Thompson
Amalia Ward
Brinnly Ward
Lilly Wilinski

We will miss:

The Thrift Stores are run solely by men and women volunteers from the local community. These volunteers accept and sort donations, clean and repair when necessary, price items and manage the sales floor. Your sup-

Paul Schmid
Transferred to Hales Corners LC

Address/Phone Changes:

port is welcome through donations of sellable items or as
time spent as a volunteer! Donations are accepted dur-

Paul Schmid
S80W16720 Ruth Ln
Muskego, WI 53150
262-391-6526

ing store hours Tuesday to Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and volunteer time
can be flexible, suited to your interests, and rewarding!
For more information, call the store at 414-442-2272 or
EGL member Claire Schuppner at 262-255-2671.
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PRINCIPAL CLOSING REMARKS:
Elm Grove Lutheran Church and School has been a place in which God has given me the
opportunity to grow. Since I came to Elm Grove Lutheran four years ago I was able to
teach Math classes for the first time in my career and enjoy a passion to share the amazing
world of numbers and order that God crafted. I was able to see that interest and passion
for the content of math spread to my students and what a joy that was to experience. I
had the amazing opportunity to finish my Master’s Degree working with coworkers who
were incredibly supportive and professional. That support and professionalism continued
and grew as I transitioned from being their coworker to being their administrator. We grew
unified as a faculty and developed relationships that helped us to become better teachers
and to develop beyond coworkers to family. I went from being able to have strong relationships with the middle schoolers and their families to having strong connections with all the
students and families in the entire school. We have grown here at Elm Grove Lutheran, and
while at times we may have experienced some growing pains, God has clearly been at work through the students,
families, teachers and staff here at Elm Grove Lutheran School to bless each other and further His Kingdom.
I cannot begin to express the blessings I personally have experienced and the truly meaningful connections I have
made here at EGL. I will cherish these connections with the families, the students, and especially my team of teachers and staff as I move to another part of the vineyard, as Pastor Skovgaard would say.
Thank you all for your support, prayers, and love that you have shown me. I will continue to pray for Elm Grove and
the families here. Ms. Heather Corn
FACULTY UPDATE: As of June 22, we are still waiting to hear from the person called as Interim Principal and the
person called as 2nd grade teacher. God is good in providing a part-time math teacher! Mrs. Krista Radewahn, sisterin-law of EGL member Bob Radewahn, is an experienced math teacher. She will teach math in Grades 5-8 and assist
with math remediation in the lower grades. Mrs. Shari Schulz will move from PreK-4 aide to PreK-3 teacher. Mrs.
Katie Scepanski will continue teaching 7th and 8th Spanish in addition to teaching 1st grade. The 7th and 8th grade
Confirmation classes will meet together on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings with Pastor Skovgaard.
2020-2021 SCHOOL REGISTRATION UPDATE:
Enrollment activity and interest continue to occur as the 2020-21 school year. We currently have 90 students registered for next school year, and the number grows weekly! New enrollments are also being received. Contact the
School Office – online at www.egl.org or by phone at 262-797-2970.
CHILDCARE – HELP NEEDED
The Child Care Center of Elm Grove Lutheran continues to meet the needs of an increasing number of children and
families before and after school and during the school day. Due to increased interest, additional staff members are
needed. Please contact the Church and School office (262-797-2970) for more information.
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ONE LAST DEVOTION….
The following devotion, written by Heather Corn, was shared with the families of EGLS during the “closing service,”
an all-school “zoom meeting” on May 29.
The Invisible Virus
We are being attacked by a very serious virus. This virus has had worldwide consequences. It spreads incredibly fast
and easy. It attacks those among us that are the most vulnerable. Many walk around without even realizing they
have it and therefore they infect their loved ones and those closest to them. This virus has caused fear, depression,
anxiety and isolation. This virus has caused division among family members, neighbors and communities. This virus
isolates people and causes feelings of being defeated.
This virus of which I am speaking is not Covid-19. Covid-19 pales in comparison to this virus. The virus that I am
speaking about affects every person that has ever lived. I am speaking of the virus of sin. Sin is deep within every
person and contaminates our hearts, souls, bodies, relationships and the world we live in. While Covid-19 may result
in the end of an earthly life, sin may result in eternal suffering and separation from God.
We hear a great deal about “PPE” (Personal Protective Equipment) in regard to Covid-19. Some people say masks
work, some say they don’t work. Some say social distancing and isolation is the way to defeat this, some say that
causes greater economic, social, and relational problems. What is the answer? It seems that there is not a solid,
guaranteed answer to the question of how we can be protected and keep our loved ones protected from Covid-19.
God, however, has given us a guarantee and a solid answer in regard to the virus of sin. He gives us all the spiritual
PPE we need.
This year our theme was, “Put on the Full Armor of God” This came from the Bible reading Ephesians 6:10-18.
The Armor of God

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
God gives us all the PPE to stand against the “schemes of the devil” and the evil forces of sin, death, and fear. God
gives us the PPE in all the pieces of the armor of God that we have explored throughout the year and as you see in
the banner behind me. But we have an even more amazing God! He not only gives us the PPE, but he also gives us
the cure. God sent His son to live a perfect life, die on the cross and use his blood as payment for all of our sins, and
then defeated death and Hell by rising from the grave. As Christians, we no longer have to live in fear of the virus of
sin. We have all the armor to protect us in this life and the cure to be with God eternally.
Over the last few months, we hear on the news and on social media an urgency for people to share the idea of doing
whatever is necessary to save the life of one person or their loved ones. We have seen people go to great lengths to
share their views and spread the word on how we can protect each other. We have seen great passion and determination for this cause to the point of schools and businesses closing down to protect people from Covid-19. My challenge for you going forward is to take the seriousness of the virus of sin as seriously as the Covid-19 virus, actually
even more seriously.
Imagine how many people need to hear about the virus of sin but more importantly, imagine how many people need
to hear about God’s PPE given to us freely in His armor and God’s cure through His son, Jesus Christ. Imagine how
much we could spread the gospel message with the same passion and urgency as we have seen with the Covid-19.
Sin is a virus. God has provided the cure! Spread this message with passion and an urgency. Think of the people that
need to be protected and saved by God’s message.
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EGLS CLASS OF 2020 was celebrated with a graduation parade on

Thursday, June 4. Class members include from left: (front) Brandon
Scepanski, Carter Klein, Jake Boudro, Jacob Rentmaster, (back) Lizzie
Ky, Taylor Owen, and Sophia Handrich. Not pictured is Lawrence
Hern. Their graduation service will take place on Friday, July 10, at
6:30 p.m. in the church with families and faculty in attendance. Dr.
Chris Cody, SWD Executive for Schools, Youth and Family Ministry, will
be the graduation speaker.

Class Verse:
Psalm 33:11
But the plans of
the LORD stand
firm forever,
the purposes of
his heart through
all generations.

Class Hymn:
LSB 707
Oh, That the Lord Would
Guide My Ways
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July Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!

July 1
Elizabeth Pond
July 2
Muriel Bingenheimer (96)
Judy Hansen (93)
Sharon Katzer
Elliott Paukner
Mollie Radewahn
July 3
A-Ken & Lisa Schuppner
Jeraldine Bechtel
July 4
Andrew Alles
Anna Myatt
Joe Boudro
July 5
Barb Stamm
John Thompson
July 6
Jackson Poppe
July 7
A-Greg & Deb Margrett
A-Tim & Peaches Senkbeil
LaVerne Baldus (94)
July 8
Laney Nicely
July 9
Kirk Midtbo
July 10
Stephanie Carstedt
Matthew Morateck
Leona Roesch (95)
July 11
Savannah Berry
Jason Krueger
Patricia Morateck
Christine Rahardt
July 12
Dorothy Hilgendorf (92)
Nathan Pfeifer

July 13
A-Tim & Martha D’Agostino
Jacqueline Hohn (87)
July 14
A-Andrew & Lianne Peters
James Olson
Susan Taylor
July 15
A-Ron & Brigid Harmeyer (25)
A-Fred & Irma Witzke
Debra Baesemann
Amy Weymier
Haley Williams
Jacob Wunsch
July 16
Bev Wegner
July 17
Tom Crowell
Claire Schuppner
Cathy Wolber
July 18
A-Tom & Lynn Crowell
A-Tim & Teresa Stritesky
David Bangle
Emily Krueger
Bernice McCloskey (98)
Tim Stritesky
Bob Tischer
Karen Van Schaick
July 19
Mike Huxsol
Josh Keck
Carter Klein
Teri Nitschke
July 20
A-Ben & Brae Nelson
A-Kristina & John Poppe
Rachel Wunsch
July 21
A-Ron & Meaghan Hessenthaler
A-Mark & Karen Kennedy
Owen Krueger
Donna Kruse
Margie LaFond
Carrigan Ward
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July 22
A-Greg & Marla Ritchie
A-Rebecca & Jeff Wilinski
Kristen (Elvers) Newhouse
Jeff Timm
July 23
Joel Keck
Kyle Keck
Sue Knutson
July 24
Jeffory Burke
Juliette Gresley
Angela Palmer
July 25
A-Scott & LaBree Paukner
Katie Scepanski
Emma Stroh
Ryan Wegner
Sue Wilcox
July 26
Kyle Schmalzer
Helen Schmidt
July 27
A-Mary & Prakash Mhambrey
Rob Diehl
July 28
Nicolas Daws
Kameron Poppe
July 29
A-Jim & Diane Olson
Amber Alles
Tyler Nelson
Jay Weymier
Luke Wilinski
July 31
Jane Neill
Stacey Setzer
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Office will be closed on Fridays.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY MORNINGS
The Lord’s Supper celebrated at all services

8:00 a.m.

(reserved for 55 and older, and those
with compromised immune systems)

10:00 a.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is
July 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

BREAD & FISH
Jim Olson and Ron Wegner took 34 boxes of clothes
to Holy Ghost Lutheran on Wednesday, June 17.
Bread & Fish will also send
$280 each to Holy Ghost,
Mission of Christ, Hope,
and Bethany Lutheran
Churches for their food
pantries.

STAMMTISCH
(a.k.a. Guys Night Out!)
EGL Guys, we’re baaack! Relax and connect once a
month over a “cold one” to catch up on things and enjoy
each other’s company. Conversation varies each month,
but it’s always in a fun, informal atmosphere of Christian
fellowship! We meet at Biloba Brewing Co., 2970 N.
Brookfield Rd., on the third Thursday of each month
(July 16 this month) from 8:00-10:00 p.m. The Brewery
doesn’t serve food, so please bring a snack (peanuts,
meat/cheese, crackers, etc.) to share! For more info,
contact Bruce Bessert by phone or text at 414-526-8430
or email to bruce.bessert@gmail.com.

Bring a friend!!

