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EGL CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020
From upper left, clockwise:
Jacob Rentmaster, Lilly Wilinski, Jacob Boudro,
Elizabeth Ky, Brandon Scepanski, Amalia Ward, Samuel
Thompson, Sophia Handrich, Carter Klein, Brinnly Ward.

can reap a harvest of righteousness from those who have
been trained by it.

From Your Pastor

This current crisis that is gripping our nation and the
world is a season of discipline. God has removed a lot
from our lives that gave them definition. Hopefully many
of us have discovered silver linings in the cloud of frustrations – new love for our families and the gifts we’ve enjoyed as a nation, perhaps? The question that remains in
my mind, however, is, have we kicked against the discipline of the Lord, wanting our lives back on our terms, or
perhaps have we allowed the Lord’s discipline to recreate
us through repentance and faith more into the image of
His Son, Jesus Christ?

Christ is risen. He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today is the Eve of
Ascension. Yes, by the time you read this we will have
returned to public worship again! Thanks be to God! Our
doors are open for two Divine Services each Sunday
starting on May 31, at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. It just so
happens that in the Church’s calendar May 31 is also the
Feast of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, so obviously loaded with much symbolism for us this year. Out
of the shadows the Church is reemerging. This turning of
the corner is a day many of us have longed for.

In the first video we posted on the EGL Youtube account,
I stated my hope that God would be at work in us during
this season driving us back to what is most important;
that we would emerge on the other side appreciating
more deeply the gift of faith in our crucified and risen
Lord; the gift of fellowship with other baptized believers
around His Word and Sacraments; and the gift of a nation
in which we enjoy 1st Amendment rights. Whether my
prayer will be answered in the ways I envisioned is yet to
be seen. However, God is at work in all things for the
benefit of those who love Him. Even in this age of Covid19, the LORD still cares for us and will not let anything
separate His children from Him.

But before I get to further details, please stay with me
and permit me to address a few other, important matters.
The last time we were able to gather for Divine Service in
groups of more than 10 was March 15, nearly ten weeks
ago. During those ten weeks, many of us have continued
to gather in small groups of ten or less for short, abbreviated services, keeping the flame of the Church’s liturgy
burning, while we sang, prayed, and received the Lord’s
Body and Blood in the Sacrament of the Altar.
As your pastor, I can say without any hyperbole that it’s
been a really weird experience to do so with only a handful of you saints at a time. Yes, there’s been some sense
of loneliness as we missed seeing so many familiar faces.
But we’ve also rediscovered the truth that where two or
three are gathered in Jesus’ name, there He is with us.
We always prayed on behalf of those who were unable to
be there with us. We’ve always prayed that God would be
merciful and in His perfect timing restore health to the
sick, comfort to the dying, and wisdom to the medical
world and government leaders as they lead us through
this morass.

On the facing page you will find a document entitled “A
Plan to Resume In-Person Public Worship at Elm Grove
Ev. Lutheran Church.” This document was put together
by the Board of Elders and the Executive Committee. As
your elected leadership, they’ve tried to think through
many of the issues involved in such a decision. However,
if you think of something that would make you feel safer
health-wise in returning to public worship, let us know.
We assume there will be adjustments along the way. And
there is no judgment on those who, out of an abundance
of concern, decide to stay away for a while longer.
While we have all been rightly concerned with this new
threat to our world, other big changes to our community
have also happened. Several faithful members have
reached that significant milestone of work and ministry
called retirement! In recent months Mrs. Linda Haut announced her plans to retire effective in July after 33 years
of service to the Church (2 years at Christ the Life, 3
years teaching at EGLS, and 28 years as EGL Church Secretary). Mrs. Deb Tesch announced her plans to retire at
the end of this academic year with 42 years in the teaching ministry (19 at EGLS). Mrs. Karla Bessert is retiring
from 42 years of church and school ministry (28 at EGLS),
but is remaining in a contract status with the Church. We
also send our thanks and prayers with Principal Heather
Corn as she begins her new call as Principal at St. John’s
Lutheran School in Mayville.

As a community we’ve learned new skills in service of the
Gospel as we figured out how to record and broadcast
services on Youtube. We’ve come a long way from that
first attempt when the camera was directed at the ceiling!
Many folks have stepped forward in amazing ways to volunteer, to make themselves available for service in the
church and school, and to give generously of their finances in a time of crisis. We have reason also to take our
hats off to our school teachers. Our faculty has done
great work under the leadership of Principal Corn in
learning the needed skills to continue teaching the children committed to our care. During a difficult time, your
teachers stepped up to the plate and delivered!
Whether you think that Governor Evers’ “safer at home”
mandate and WI Secretary Palm’s extension was too extreme, not extreme enough, or just right, the fact remains that we have all experienced a form of discipline
during the last three months. None of us wanted our lives
curtailed in those ways. The author of Hebrews reminds
us that no discipline at the time seems pleasant but God

In closing, some of you may not have heard yet that I am
staying as your Administrative Pastor. In consultation
with the Synod’s Office of International Mission [OIM] the
decision was made that in these trying times, my place
was here at EGL in the parish. I thank you for the many
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expressions of support I’ve received. The feelings of love
and appreciation are mutual! We continue to plow together in this acre of God’s vineyard known as EGL. However, I also encourage you to join me in praying for the
OIM staff and their missionaries. The Rev. Dan McMiller
and his team at OIM are doing brilliant work under very
difficult circumstances. You can
be confident that there are
good, even excellent, men and
women doing great work serving the Church at large. They
deserve our support and our
prayers.
Pax Jesu,

Pastor Skovgaard
A Plan to Resume In-Person Public Worship at Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church





















If you have a compromised immune system, fever or flu-like symptoms, please stay home and worship with
us online.
Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds. Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are unavailable.
Frequently touched surfaces (pew tops, door handles, etc.) will be cleaned and sanitized per CDC recommendations. The elder, chancel assistant and ushers will wipe down the frequently touched surfaces after
each service. This is in addition to the regular cleaning being done on a weekly basis by our cleaning team.
Worship services will be Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. The 8:00 a.m. service is reserved for
individuals 55 and older.
Attendance at each service will be limited to 150 including pastors, musicians, elder, chancel assistant, and
ushers.
An usher should be at each entrance to open the door for attendees. At the West entrance (large parking
lot), only the blue doors closest to the elevator will be used to enter the building.
Follow the directions of the elder, chancel assistant, ushers and Pastor as you enter church. Procedures may
change from week to week.
To maintain social distancing in the nave, every other pew will be used. Social distancing of a minimum of 6
feet between people not living in the same household must be followed. Please don’t sit in pews marked
“closed.”
The weekly service folder, complete with announcements, will be printed out in its entirety so that the Bibles
and hymnals do not need to be used. A small quantity of bibles and hymnals will be available for those who
wish to use one.
Worshippers should take their copy of the service folder home with them for recycling or paper recycling
bins will be at each exit. No worship service folders should be reused.
Communion will be offered at all summer services utilizing the continuous, walking distribution format.
 The presiding minister will drop the host in the communicant’s hand.
 The assisting minister or elder will have the individual cups of wine.
 A stand with an empty tray will be placed by each front pillar in which the communicants will place the
empty individual cup.
Appropriate steps are being taken to ensure all communion ware is properly cleaned and sanitized before
use.
Communion distribution participants will wash their hands with soap and water beforehand. They will also
stop and sanitize their hands in front of parishioners at the beginning of the distribution.
The collection of offerings will continue to be centralized in the back of the nave.
The post-worship social gathering (coffee and snacks) is suspended for the near future.
When the service ends, worshipers are encouraged to maintain proper social distancing as they leave the
sanctuary.
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All Fore Him Golf Outing,
Dinner, and Auction 2020

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
We welcome:

Save the Date...

CLARA MAE Olbrot, by baptism
Yi Chen, by baptism

Friday, October 2

Yi Chen, by Adult Confirmation
826 N.14th St. Apt. 302
Milwuakee, WI 53233
414-870-3266
Ziyue (Alice) Chen, by Adult Confirmation
21915 Clearfield Rd.
Brookfield, WI 53045

We will miss:

Cliff Menges, by death †

Address/Phone Changes:
Joe & Maggie Boudro
4735 Meadow View West
Kevin & Andrea Kysely
414-550-3726
Valerie Menges
21050 George Hunt Circle #814
Waukesha, WI 53186
Sue Mickol
13800 W. Park Central Blvd. Apt. 460
New Berlin, WI 53151

HELP NEEDED

Ken & Elaine Willis
695 N. Brookfield Rd. Apt. 323
Brookfield, WI 53045

The Child Care Center of Elm Grove Lutheran
continues to serve a growing number of children
and families. We are looking to add more children due to increased interest; therefore, additional staff members are needed. Please feel
free to contact the Child Care Center at (262797-2979) or the Church and School office (262797-2970) for more information.

During Safer at Home, we welcomed several adults and
one family into baptized and communicant membership.
From left: Aurora Kruck; the Carneys - Alanna, holding
Conor, and Casey with Killian; Ziyue (Alice) Chen; and Yi
Chen.
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Unfortunately, the 2020
LWML Convention for
June 20, 2020 has been
cancelled due to the uncertainty of the restrictions of the Coronavirus. The delegates will
be voting for the new
2020-2022
Mission
Grants via the US Postal
Service. Although the convention will not be held, it is
worthwhile to look at the logo, theme, and Bible verse that
were planned for this convention. Below, you see the
logo for this convention, which has combined the year
2020 with good vision as 20/20. Think about the theme,
“Our Vision in Christ is 20/20.” This is fitting today
with all of the changes in our lives, especially with this
pandemic. One certainty is that we need Jesus Christ in
our lives to guide and lead us in His Way. What is this vision in Christ? The theme Bible verse states it so clearly. “I
have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. Having vision of
20/20 is good. Many of
us need glasses to
have 20/20 vision. How
do we have 20/20 vision in Christ? We need
the means of grace
that is found in God’s
Word and the Sacra-

ments. Now, in the year 2020, with all of its changes and
upsets in our usual way of life, we look and see that our
spiritual vision needs to be with Christ. As we look to
Christ for direction in our lives and how we live our lives,
we also remember the LWML motto, “Serve the Lord
with Gladness.” That is our vision in Christ in the year
2020 and throughout our lives.
News of our district LWML is that the fiscal year ends on
June 30, 2020. There is one Mission Grant to fully fund by
this date, which is $16,795 for the Alaska Native Discipleship Teen Camp. The first teen camp was held in
2018 with 18 teens being baptized. The camp has been
successful in leading teens to learn about Jesus their Savior. Membership has tripled for the camps. This grant will
give scholarships to teens to be able to attend the camp.
Since there have been no LWML meetings after March 4,
2020 and since we have not had regular church services in
our church, the giving of mites has been limited. If you
are able to donate your filled mite boxes, please bring
them to the church office or to the church mailbox of
Sherri Bond, our LWML treasurer. It is most appreciated.
An interesting note is about an LWMLer, Roberta Hilgendorf, who was very active for many years as a music and
song leader for our LWML-SWD retreats and conventions.
Now as a retired Lutheran teacher, Roberta and her pastor
husband are currently serving Sterling Lutheran Church in
the Kenai Peninsula of Alaska. Roberta serves as the music
and children’s ministry director. She wrote the May devotions for Portals of Prayer, which I found very interesting
and enlightening concerning the Lutheran liturgy. To God
be the glory!

Barbara Kurth

A PRAYER FOR FATHER’S DAY
Heavenly Father, fatherhood is a vocation You have established.
By Your Holy Spirit, let us always recognize fatherhood as a gift
not to be despised. We pray for fathers everywhere: let them
embrace their obligations and be given the strength necessary to
faithfully serve and love their families while resting in Your undying mercy and the forgiveness of sins freely given in Christ Jesus. In Your name we pray. Amen.
From Portals of Prayer, April-June, 2019

Confirmation public exam social distancing style.
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EGL’S 2020 GRADUATES
Julianne Skovgaard was
one of the 2020 LCEF
Scholarship winners for
the upper Midwest region. The award is for
$1000, to be spent on
college-related expenses.
It’s fun to realize that
Julianne’s
involvement
with the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund began
years ago in grade school
at EGLS through the
“Stamp” program run by
Tom and Patty Alles.
Julianne graduated from
Brookfield East HS and
plans to attend Missouri
State University in Springfield where she will study Microbiology. She is the daughter of Pastor and Shelly Skovgaard.

Joseph Rentmaster graduated from
New Berlin West High School. He
spent four years in band in the percussion section and was a band leader his senior year. He scored a gold
medal/superior rating for a drum duet
at Solo & Ensemble this year. Joey's
future plans include attending WCTC
to major in Criminal Justice to pursue
a career in Law Enforcement. Joseph
is the son of Michael and Jennifer
Rentmaster.

Frank Eichelberger graduated from
Martin Luther High School on May 23,
2020. He plans to attend De Paul University in Chicago, majoring in Psychology. Frank is the son of Terry and
Laurie Eichelberger.

Austin Williams graduated from
Martin Luther High School. He
was a member of the National
Honor Society and Honors Band.
Austin played percussion in the
Martin Luther Symphonic and Pep
Bands for four years. He also
played football for four years and
was named a co-captain. Participating on the wrestling team for
four years, Austin was named a
2nd Team All Conference Wrestler
in 2020. He co-founded and was
Head Programmer of the ML
“Spartronics”
Robotics
Team.
Austin received the Pére Marquette Scholarship and the merit
based Ignatius Distinction Scholarship. He plans to attend Marquette University majoring in Computer
Sciences to work in the field of Software Development. Austin is the
son of Scott and Amy Williams.

For inclusion in the July Seasons, graduation pictures and information may be
submitted to seasons@egl.org no later than June 15.
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EGL’S 2020 GRADUATES

Ryan Beckley graduated from
Brookfield Academy in May and
will be attending UW-Platteville
in the fall majoring in Mechanical Engineering.
While at
Brookfield Academy, he was a
member of the Varsity Cross
Country, Swimming and Track
teams. As a Junior, he was MVP
of the Swimming and Track
teams and set school records in
the 55m Hurdles and 110m Hurdles. He is hoping to compete
with the Pioneer Track team at
UW-Platteville.
Outside of
school, he became an Eagle
Scout in June of 2019. Ryan is
the son of James and Linda
Beckley.

Andrea Jagusch graduated on May
23 with her Master’s Degree in Psychology from Alverno College. She
attended EGLS from PreK through
8th grade and then graduated from
Martin Luther High School. Andrea
went on to get her Bachelor’s degree
in Psychology from Alverno College.
During her Master’s program, Andrea
completed two internships with Aurora and Aloria Health, where she
counseled individuals with eating disorders. She is looking forward to
starting her career with the Medical
College of Wisconsin. Having always
been interested in psychology, she is
looing forward to serving those in
need. Andrea is the daughter of Jeff
and Carol Jagusch.

We thank God for all of the accomplishments of these Elm Grove
Lutheran graduates. We ask God to continue to bless them and
keep them safe as they begin the next chapter in their lives.

LifeWalk 2020

A Place of Refuge Ministries invites you to participate in LifeWalk 2020
on Saturday, June 6. We can’t be together in a large group but we
can walk in family or other groups practicing safe distancing. The virtual walk will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a prayer on YouTube led by Pastor Paape. Then take off on a walk around your yard, neighborhood or
a park of your choice. Wear a t-shirt from a past LifeWalk or order a
new one for $7 by calling 414-438-2767. Take fun photos of your walk
and post them to A Place of Refuge’s Facebook page. Prizes will be
given for the most sponsors, the most money raised, and the most creative YouTube/Facebook posting.
Solicit sponsors now. Sponsor
sheets and registration forms can be found on the ministry website
at www.aplaceofrefuge.org. This important ministry to pregnant women and their children is fully supported through donations and a small
profit from Blessed Again Resale. If you aren’t able to walk but would
like to sponsor a walker, please call Sue Schmalzer at 414-313-3888.
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CONGRATULATIONS, 2020 GRADUATES OF ELM GROVE LUTHERAN SCHOOL
The following eight students successfully completed the 8th grade curriculum at Elm
Grove Lutheran School and will receive their diplomas on Friday, July 10: Jacob Boudro, Sophia Handrich, Lawrence Hern, Carter Klein, Elizabeth Ky, Taylor Own, Jacob
Rentmaster, and Brandon Scepanski. The ceremony will be held in church and will be
followed with a small reception in the Fellowship Hall sponsored by the families from the 6th and 7th Grades.
Due to the school closure, we are not able to have the Graduation Ceremony until after June 30. We will, however,
have a graduation parade in the West Parking Lot on Friday, June 5 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Please come and drive
through the lot to wish the graduates God’s Blessings on the next part of their journey and congratulations on having
completed their academic journey here at Elm Grove Lutheran. God has great plans for each of our graduates!
ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION
One member of the Elm Grove Faculty is receiving recognition for her years of experience in
Lutheran Schools. We are honored to have Deb Margrett as part of our faculty. She has faithfully served in Lutheran education for 30 years. May God continue to use you, Deb, to further
His Kingdom by teaching the love of Jesus to the littlest ones in our school.
SUMMER NEWS
Report Cards will be mailed out to families this
year on June 13. Look for the School Supply
List for each grade, an updated School Calendar and necessary forms to be completed and
returned for the first days of school.
2020-2021 SCHOOL REGISTRATION UPDATE
Plans for the 2020-21 school year are in process, and one of
those topics is enrollment. We are currently at 85% of students
needed to be registered for PK3-Gr. 7, and the number continues
to grow each week! New enrollments are also being received.
Contact the School Office – online at www.egl.org or by phone at
262-797-2970.
MEET OUR NEW SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT! Many of you know her as
Officer Brown and now you can get to know her better as Ms. Sandy Brown, EGLS administrative assistant! Ms. Brown is a graduate of UW-Whitewater and prior to working in Law
Enforcement, she was a flower shop manager/floral designer and a security team leader/
office manager at Alpine Valley Music Theater. She began her law enforcement career in
2001 at the Milwaukee County Sheriff's Dept. as a Deputy Sheriff and then as a Patrol Officer
in the Village of Elm Grove. Ms. Brown has received numerous trainings/certifications, including teaching certification from D.A.R.E. America & as a School Resource Officer (Drug Abuse
Resistance Education) and WI DARE Officers Association Secretary, where she taught the
DARE program at all three elementary schools in Elm Grove for 10 years, including here at
Elm Grove Lutheran! She is a certified/licensed EMT since 2005. Most recently Ms. Brown
has been employed as a Medical Assistant at ERS Care on Demand in Brookfield, WI. In her
spare time, she enjoys spending quality time with her family and friends, loving nature, and
searching for beach glass and fossils. While she won’t be arresting anyone, be sure to walk
in the hallways so Ms. Brown won’t need to issue a speeding ticket!
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June Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!
June 1
A-Jerry & Judy Hogan
A-Jim & Janine Netzel
Samantha Ruhnau-Gee

June 12
A-Joel & Rachel Schultz
Zack Horrell
Teresa Stritesky

June 2
A-Krzysztof & Jessica Olbrot
Kris Nitschke

June 13
A-Megan & Don Dougherty
A-Joshua & Jami Hedtke
Grace Dennis
Tyler Hipke
Karen Kennedy
Will Myatt

June 3
A-Dick & Sue Knutson
June 4
Anthony Bagwell
Chloe Handrich
Kathleen Wierzchowski
June 5
Lisa Savaglio
Diane Zavadil
June 6
Steve Hipenbecker
Eunice Speck
June 7
Kate Lind
June 8
Madeline Wilinski
June 9
A-Joan & Tom Knuteson
Tirzah Gresley
June 10
A-Tom & Sue Kaucic
A-Keith & Barb Steffel
Klemet Gehrke
Julie Luetzow
Kevin Paiser
Katie Radewahn
Danielle Scepanski
June 11
A-Allison & Craig Cebulla
A-Tom & Sue Paasch
A-Justin & Bretta Speck
David Bennett
Isabella Glyzewski
Megan Hedtke

June 14
A-John & Linda Berry
A-Mike & Carrie Marble
Jason Gehrke
June 15
Ruth Andrew
Andrew Holmes
Lynn Radovich
Cindy VanderMeer
June16
A-Susan & James McNeely
Elijah Thompson
June17
Joshua Ganswindt
June 18
Muriel Ehlers
Marnie Klein
Stephanie Laundre
Sarah Stroh
June 19
A-Jim & Jeanne Clark
Karla Bessert
Louis Fohr
Megan Rentmaster
Athanasius Speck
Molly Stritesky
June 20
A-Gene & Laura Traas
Carol Heup
June 21
A-Rob & Heather Hipke
Hannah Mickler
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June 22
A-David & Cindy Busse
A-Austin & Rebecca Frank
June 23
A-Rev. Dennis & Beverly Hipenbecker
A-Cynthia & Stephan Regenfuss
A-Wilbert & Genevieve Schauer
Ron Harmeyer
June 24
A-Dennis & Carole Braun
A-Lindsay & Brian Mitchell
A-Linda & Patrick Seroka
Oswald Moritz
June 25
A-Bob & Lynn Hicks
A-Ryan & Katsuko Polzin
Debra Weller
June 26
A-Dick & Chris Rahardt
Jeffrey Corn
Haley Cruz
Pat Mueller
Amalia Ward
June 28
A-Brooke & Dan Gronitz
A-Katie & Jake Scepanski
Charlotte Andrew
Octavia Bagwell
Sharon Boudro
June 29
A-Harry & Joan Knight
A-Mark & Eva Midtbo
Emma Bretl
Jim Burhop
Doris Koneman
Mark Marriott
Kelly Niggemann
Lilly Wilinski
Amy Williams
June 30
Jared Duncan
Katelyn Elvers
Sharon Gehrke

Flag Day
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Ms. Heather Corn, Principal
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Office will be closed on Fridays.
The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is
June 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY MORNINGS
The Lord’s Supper celebrated at all services

8:00 a.m.

(reserved for 55 and older)

10:00 a.m.

