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“Go therefore and
make disciples of
all nations,
baptizing them in
the name of the
Father and of the
Son and of the
Holy Spirit,
teaching them to
observe all that
I have
commanded you.
And behold, I am
with you always,
to the end of the
age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 ESV) That’s why that
Friday is called Good Friday!

From the Vicar

Moreover, what happened to Jesus after He died and was
buried on that Good Friday? Look at the tomb. It is empty. “He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:6 ESV) He is
risen. He is risen, indeed!

A Devotion in the Midst of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Beloved members of Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church, who
are confined in a care center, elder residence, or kept at
home because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Brothers and Sisters, knowing God is still in control and
God is always close to us (even closer with social distancing in the COVID-19 pandemic than we normally feel during old normal days), let us consider the blessings that
Jesus brings to us every day so we do not become weary
or lose heart. Let us daily focus our eyes on Jesus, the
world’s only vaccine for life now and the life which is to
come.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the
Lord Jesus Christ!
With perfect 2020 hindsight, many of us have probably
spent too much time surfing the internet and social media
in these new normal days. We have learned about the
awful reality in China, Italy, Spain, and New York City.
Millions have lost jobs in the last two weeks. Retirement
accounts have lost significant value overnight. There is no
vaccine to COVID-19 and no clear strategy for recovery.
We live in a fallen world. It is no wonder that many live in
loneliness, anxiety, and fear in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Let us pray: Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you for your
gift of life. We pray for those who are called to save life.
Protect them and us from all harm and danger. Be with
us as we witness the
hope we have for
eternal life in Your
Son, our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Keep us away from
anxiety and fear as
You walk with us,
day by day. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.

Yet, the other night, I was intrigued by this article:
“Study finds damaged fertilized egg sends signal
that helps mother live a longer healthy life.” The
study finds “Essentially, a bad egg does good by protecting the mother from cellular stress, ensuring she lives
longer and is healthy enough to produce the next generation.” What? A bad egg is a blessing to the mother for
her next childbearing?!

Vicar Lee

At this, I recalled something I just read in my SMP
(Specific Ministry Program) study this week, “Many events
in the world have turned out to hold a blessing in disguise... For even in such adverse times, God has not
turned His back on His people in this world. He has elected them from eternity and called them in time through
His means of grace, in which Gospel certainty resides.” (Schulz, “Mission from the Cross”, Pg. 146). So
what are the blessings in disguise with the COVID-19
pandemic?

FOR OUR CONFIRMANDS
On Sunday, May 3, ten Elm Grove Lutheran young
people will be confirmed in their baptismal vows. Jacob Boudro, Sophia Handrich, Carter Klein, Elizabeth
Ky, Jacob Rentmaster, Brandon Scepanski, Samuel
Thompson, Amalia Ward, Brinnly Ward, and Lily Wilinski, in unusual circumstances, will profess their faith
before God in the presence of their families. As a congregation, we are unable to witness their vows. As a
congregation we remember them in prayer.

Obviously, social distancing imposed by COVID-19 has
taught us how much we value certain things and people
that we ordinarily take for granted, such as our spouses,
family and friends, the freedom to come and go as we
please, and particularly church services.

Lord God, thank You for these
confirmands. In a fallen world
where the enemy is never quiet,
watch, we pray, over these confirmands and keep them firm in
the faith. May they keep their
confirmation vows and adhere to
the sound doctrine they’ve been
taught. Please keep them alive in
their baptismal promises, and by Your Spirit give them
mouths to confess Your mercies in godly living. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Of course, COVID-19 has reminded us what a precious
gift life is. Yet, brothers and sisters of EGLC, there is
something more important than mere living. That is
peace and eternal life granted by God to whomever believes in Jesus Christ.
As I write this in this Holy Week, let’s recall the most unfathomable blessing in disguise that happened on that
Friday two thousand years ago. On that Friday, God took
the worst event in human history, i.e., the suffering and
death on the cross of His only Son, sinless Jesus, who
bore our sin, and made it the best blessing in the world.
That is, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
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As I am writing this article in April, I feel that all
of us have felt the “Stay
at Home” directive.. It is
at times like these that
we look to our God for
guidance, comfort, and
strength. This Coronavirus has disrupted our
lives in so many ways.
Thank the Lord for the technology that we are able to see
and hear our church services via You Tube. In this way,
we are able to worship our Lord and Savior even though
we are not physically present in our beautiful Elm Grove
Lutheran Church. During this pandemic, two Bible verses
have meant so much to me. I want to share them with
you. “Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 and
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.”
Ephesians 6:10

meeting, the evening group will be cutting plastic strips for
the making of plastic sleeping mats for the homeless.
Hopefully the 38th Biennial Convention or the LWML-SWD
will take place on Saturday, June 20, 2020 at St. Paul Lutheran Church located at 701 Washington Street in Grafton, WI 53024. The exhibits will open at 7:30 a.m. with a
Divine Worship Service beginning at 8:45 a.m. The theme
is “Our Wisdom in Christ is 20/20.” The keynote speaker is
Katie Schuermann, author of several books including
House of Living Stones. Important business will be voting
by the delegates for the new Mission Grants for the 20202022 Biennium. Lunch will be served with the convention
scheduled to close at 4:00 p.m.

One of the National LWML Mission Grants has been fully
funded for $95,000: God’s Word Changes Everything –
Lutheran Bible Translators. Primarily targeted for the Ethiopia and Tanzania mission field, this grant will be used for
translating the Bible into the several languages of these
countries. Pastors and lay ministers will be able to reach
Since the “Stay at Home” directive has been extended for
more people in their own languages. It is wonderful to
another month, there will be no LWML meetings in the
learn where the offerings of mites reaches people in faramonth of May. The next time that the orning group
way places. To God be the glory!
meets, the Bible study will be found on page 28 of the
Barbara Kurth
spring issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. For the July

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Beginning Thursday,
May 28
Thursday evenings,
6:30 p.m.

Check out Pastor Skovgaard’s newest
piece of clerical garb! This was a gift
from Jean Bennett, who fashioned six
of them to be shared.

SUNDAY MORNINGS,
9:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated at all services
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

On Monday, April 6, the Call Committee submitted all
the necessary paperwork to the South Wisconsin District president, Rev. Dr. John Wille, at the District office.
EGL submitted 25 nominations for consideration. At this
point, we need to wait for the list of candidates from
the District before we can proceed. Considering the
number of nominations and the Covid-19 status, it may
take some time for the District to get back to us. Fifteen of the names were outside the South Wisconsin
District. President Wille needs to contact the President
of each district for the status of that candidate (11 total
Districts). We do hope to receive the list by the end of
April. At that point we will reconvene and establish a
time for a Voters Assembly meeting to approve the list
of candidates. With the recent extension of the Safer at
Home order, it is difficult at this time to determine
when that will occur.

We welcome:
LIAM Novak, by baptism
ALAINA Luetzow, by baptism
Casey & Alanna Carney, by Affirmation of Faith
KILLIAN & CONOR
2870 S. 124th St.
West Allis, WI 53227
414-379-9614
casey@sjjanis.com
Aurora Kruck, by Affirmation of Faith
1841 N. 117th St.
Wauwatosa, WI 53226
414-425-8425
Kruck102@gmail.com

Once the list is approved by the congregation, the Call
Committee will work through the interview process and
establish recommendations to the Voters Assembly to
call our next pastor. This will take some considerable
time, especially if a large percentage of the nominees
are returned. Please contact any member of the Call
Committee if you have any further questions.

We will miss:
Angela Dean, Alexandria Dean
SOPHIA Dean, HARRY Dean,
MAXIMOS Knight
Transferred to Greenfield Park LC

Members of the Call Committee include: James
Drabiszczak, Chair; Justin Speck, Vice-Chair; Carole
Braun, Co-Secretary; Matt Elvers, Co-Secretary; Doug
Grelk; Kelsey Lindholm; Kristina Poppe; Norm Seeger;
and Walter Tesch. Ex officio members are EGL congregation president Mark Ewert and Pastor Skovgaard.

Walter Joers, by death †

Address/Phone Changes:
Michael Huxsol
246 Myrtle Brook Bend
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

A PRAYER FOR MOTHER’S DAY

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Heavenly Father, we thank You for all the mothers
who have faithfully raised up their children in the
way in which they should go, teaching them to obey
Your Word. Their kindness and unconditional love
toward their children is a clear example of Your love
for us. As Your Son Jesus Christ showed love and
care for His mother, may we also honor the mothers You have given to us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Through May 24
Online service on You Tube
Sunday mornings after 8:00 a.m.
*************
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The Lord’s Supper
celebrated each Sunday
12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
Please call the office for availability.
262-797-2970
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WORSHIP DURING COVID-19

You no doubt know the expression, “It takes a village…” This spring, we found that worship at EGL truly “takes a congregation!” Not being able to worship together as a congregation meant having to find a way to continue praising
God in worship to the best of our abilities. We thank the many people who made our online worship experience not
only possible, but also beautiful and meaningful. Each week, Pastor Skovgaard and organist Rick Ewert did their
parts—proclaiming God’s Word and leading the church’s song. Camera people Tim D’Agostino and Pam Ganswindt
caught the images so you could “be in the church.” Sound tech Ben Ewert provided the sound so you could speak and
sing just like during a “real” church service. Of course, it
would not have been Easter without the music of the choir
and brass! We give special thanks to Mark and Carol Ewert
for donating a professional grade video camera to EGL. The
altar guild faithfully fulfilled their duties each week so you
were able to commune in small groups. And you participated, making all the effort worthwhile.

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed,
alleluia!
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EASTER! HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALELLUIA!
God’s blessing to all our families this Easter Season. This has been quite a unique Easter Season. I think about the fear
that the disciples felt during that first week after Christ’s crucifixion. They isolated themselves out of fear in the upper
room. Christ knew the hearts of those men and when he appeared to them, Christ did not reprimand them but gave
them Peace. God also give us His peace in these times. God is in control and will surely work good through this crisis.
While we do our part to keep the virus at bay, we do not have to fear because Jesus tells us also, “Peace be with
you!”
Ms. Corn
2019-2020 DIGITAL LEARNING PLAN
EGL has implemented and will continue to utilize our digital learning plan for the remainder of
the school year. The teachers have been AMAZING! God has truly blessed EGL with the faculty
He has assembled here. Our prayers continue to be with all the families and students as we walk
this road. Many adjustments and postponements will be communicated as the faculty and the
BOCE discuss and make plans to finish out this school year. Please keep our 8th grade students
and their families especially in your prayers as this year end is unlike any other.
2020-2021 SCHOOL REGISTRATION IN PROGRESS
Enrollment activity and interest continue for the 2020 -2021
school year. The majority of our current PK3-Grade 7 student
body has re-enrolled, and the number grows weekly! New enrollments are also being received. Contact the School Office –
online at www.egl.org or by phone at 262-797-2970.

MRS. TESCH RETIRES
Mrs. Debbie Tesch will retire at the end of this school year after 42
years of ministry with 19 of those years here at EGLS. During her
time here, Mrs. Tesch has served as 7th grade homeroom and
middle school social studies teacher, 2nd grade teacher, athletic
director, and SCRIP coordinator. She also served on the Milwaukee
Lutheran Elementary Schools Athletic Association Board for many
years. We will certainly miss Mrs. Tesch! A celebration of Mrs.
Tesch’s teaching career will take place in the near future. Watch
for details to be announced and plan to attend!
EGL OFFICE STAFF CHANGES
Not only is Mrs. Tesch retiring but Mrs. Linda Haut, longtime EGLC
church administrative assistant and friend to all EGLS students,
will retire at the end of June. Mrs. Amy Stroh will don a new hat
as EGL Business Manager, overseeing all things office related. A
new administrative assistant for the school is being sought.
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The third graders enjoy having class on
computers a couple of times a day.

Mrs. Weymier gives the sixth graders
a virtual look at their plants.

EGLS ONLINE

Even the littlest students are having class online! Above,
Mrs. Margrett has a class meeting with the 4 year-olds.
Below, Mrs. Wolber works with the 3 year-olds.

Mrs. Grelk had a substitute for her online 4th
grade class meeting on April Fools Day! The
kids asked, “Why do I see a cow?”
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Though separated by a virus, the EGL faculty and staff came together online
to send an Easter greeting to EGL students and families.

MEMORIAL DAY - MAY 25
Heavenly Father, on this national holiday, we
give thanks to You for the courage and bravery that You gave to those who fought and
died defending our freedom of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. We ask that
the sacrifice of their life not be in vain but
that it would help and inspire us to be good
citizens who strive to live in peace with one
another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
From Portals of Prayer, April-June, 2020
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May Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not
included, please be sure to contact the church office.
Thanks!

May 1
Michelle Marriott
Mark Soderland
Maxwell Williams
May 2
Sam Lee
May 3
Doug Grelk
Albert Wartchow (90)
May 4
A-Katie & Dan Gerber
Katie Duncan
Jonathan Ward
May 5
Elaine Andress (92)
Sandi Ehlers
May 7
Shelley Patnaude
May 8
A-Rhonda & Keith Kurka
Todd Alles
Christoph Myers
May 9
A-Terry & Kris Sousek
May 10
AJ Mueller
May 11
Gladys Smith (97)
Benjamin Wierzchowski
May 12
A-David & Sue Schmalzer
Andrea Kysely

May 13
Joan Meller
Maci Mitchell
Anna Ohde
Steve Roesch
May 14
A-Wayne & Doris Koneman
A-Ed & Kelly Strommen
Michael Gehrke
Arlene Jennings
May 15
Jon Heup
May 16
A-Rick & Christin Cruz
Jacob Nelson
Janine Netzel
Noah Polzin
Marla Ritchie
May 17
A-Michael & Marnie Klein
May 18
A-Willi & Susie Radke (52)
Joshua Hedtke
Shannon McNeely
May 19
Steven Genack
Monica Seeger
Morgan Zientek
May 20
Ed Strommen
May 21
Jennifer Gaulke
Fred Nick
Catherine Steffel
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May 22
Valerie Bruett
Alexis Cruz
Nathan Margrett
Erwin Rother (96)
Ryker Seymore
May 24
Kim Eichberger
Tyler Ky
May 25
A-Jason & Erika Gehrke
A-Norm & Joanne Seeger (52)
Kelly Baker
Joseph Harmeyer
May 26
A-Matthew & Amy Zienteck
Mal Chapman
Alex Eichberger
Barbara Kurth
Jeff Paulsen
May 27
A-Bruce & Karla Bessert
A-Avis & Martin Browne
A-Jeff & Lynn Harner
A-John & Barb Thompson
Michael Daws
May 28
Terry Eichelberger
May 30
Marjorie Eichelberger
Sharon Wierzchowski
May 31
Alina Strommen

2020
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Ms. Heather Corn, Principal
Temporary Office Hours: Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The deadline for articles and photos to be
submitted for the next Seasons is
May 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

SPECIAL SERVICES IN MAY
Youth Confirmation
Sunday, May 3

The Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 21
Pentecost
Sunday, May 31

