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Dear Father in heaven, You 
are our mighty fortress. You 
have promised to be with us 
always with Your comfort, 
strength, peace, and protec-
tion. We thank and praise 
You for Your goodness and 
mercy. We humbly come 
before You during this time 
of national and international 
distress asking You to work 
mightily to curb the advance 
of this virus that has already 
attacked thousands. Be with 
those here in our communi-
ty and around the world 
who are doing what is hu-
manly possible to stop its 
devastating advance, yet we 
know that no remedy, 
measure or treatment will 
be effective without Your 
blessing. Therefore, we ask 
You to bless all those ef-
forts. And grant to us 
peace, courage, and 
strength of faith, so that we 
are continually confident of 
Your love and goodness. We 
know that Your ways are 
not our ways, that Your 
ways are always best, and 
so we entrust ourselves, our 
loved ones and this current 
situation into Your hands, 
trusting in Your mercy. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.    
 

Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, St. Louis 
Seminary President 

“The Good Shepherd” by LCMS artist Edward Riojas. A reminder that our Lord, marked with the wounds of the cross, contin-
ues to watch over us, His sheep, to the end of the age even as He promised. Enlisted in that noble work is the Lord’s sheep-
dog, faithful pastors who keep their eyes on their master.  
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As I put finger to keyboard right now, everyone’s atten-
tion is on COVID-19 [which means the Coronavirus Dis-
ease identified in 2019] and the nation’s response to it. 
Consequently, it may seem like an unwelcome guest at a 
party to talk about repentance, even now in the season of 
Lent, but I suggest to you today that this a perfectly good 
time to remember the importance of repentance in the 
Christian life. I do not mean to imply that those who get 
sick are guilty of some specific sin for which they should 
repent. 
 

What I do mean to say, however, is that in this current 
pandemic (there will be others), we see a crucial Biblical 
teaching at work. Whether it’s war, famine, or pestilence 
[think of the horsemen of Revelation 6], the brokenness, 
fear, and anxiety we see all around us are directly con-
nected to mankind’s fall into sin and our ongoing sin. Yes, 
we are to blame. God in His mercy provides us with wise 
government leaders and dedicated medical staff and re-
searchers to alleviate some of the bite of sin, for which 
we ought to always give thanks, but pandemics ravage us 
precisely as the consequence of our rebellion against 
God. Now is a perfect time to recognize your sin, own it, 
repent of it, and cling to Christ for forgiveness. 
 

The theme of repentance is closely connected with Lent 
and for good reason. Consider some of the lessons from 
holy Scripture that we typically hear in worship during 
Lent. Simply looking at the Gospel readings we remember 
some important lessons. When Jesus was tempted in the 
desert, He overcame the temptations that our forefa-
thers, the Israelites, gave in to – the demands of our bel-
lies, the lust for power, and the allure of false worship. As 
Palm Sunday draws nearer, Jesus mourns over Jerusa-
lem, the city which kills the prophets – the very ones God 
sends to warn His people of the coming judgment. Then 
we heard how important it is that we not think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought, but repent before ca-
lamity (like the Tower of Siloam) comes upon us. Nor 
should we consider the Lord’s vineyard our own private 
property for us to misuse, and thus reject Jesus, whom 
God sends as the rightful owner to extract the fruit of 
repentance from us, His tenants. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer describes the need for repentance 
well in his book, The Cost of Discipleship.  “Cheap grace 
means the justification of sin without the justification of 
the sinner. Grace alone does everything, they say, and so 
everything can remain as it was before…Cheap grace is 
the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repent-
ance, baptism without church discipline, communion with-
out confession, absolution without personal confession. 
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without 
the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incar-
nate.” 

Repentance is at the heart of our lives as God’s people. It 
opens the door to God’s kingdom. The tax collectors and 
sinners of Jesus’ day were going in because they repent-
ed and found mercy and forgiveness in the message of 
Jesus, the Son of God made flesh for the salvation of the 
world. The Pharisees, on the other hand – and all those 
who reject their need for salvation whether through ag-
gressive atheism or benign neglect – are left on the out-
side. Thank God that Jesus does habitually welcome sin-
ners, because that is what we are. He took what we de-
served upon Himself so that we might receive His for-
giveness. He still comes to call sinners to repentance. The 
invitation is unwavering and constant.  
 

St. John tells us in his Gospel that “when He [the Holy 
Spirit] comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard 
to sin” (John 16:8). Part of the Spirit’s work is to lead us 
into repentance. Consequently, we can describe repent-
ance as the first fruit of the Spirit’s work. Is it any sur-
prise that Luther’s first thesis among the 95 which kick 
started the Reformation was on the importance of repent-
ing, of turning from sin, to the forgiveness of Christ? 
“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 
“Repent” (Matt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers 
to be one of repentance.” 
 

Now, the point of highlighting the theme of Lent one last 
time right before we enter the season of Easter is to 
make sure we do not miss what is accomplished for us in 
the resurrection of Jesus. In His life, death, and resurrec-
tion Jesus wins the victory for us over our ancient ene-
mies of sin, death, and the devil. Christ has crushed the 
virus called sin which infects us all. If we treat the call to 
repentance lightly, there is a high probability that we will 
treat the resurrection lightly, too. Lord, preserve us from 
such sin! 
 

The old Lutheran hymnal from the 1940’s has a great 
prayer summarizing our situation well:  “Almighty and 
most merciful God, our heavenly Father, we, Thine erring 
children, humbly confess unto Thee that we have justly 
deserved the chastening which for our sins Thou has sent 
upon us; but we entreat 
Thee, of Thy boundless 
goodness to grant us true 
repentance, graciously to 
forgive our sins, to remove 
from us, or to lighten, our 
merited punishment, and so 
to strengthen us by Thy 
grace that as obedient chil-
dren we may be subject to 
Thy will and bear our afflic-
tions in patience; through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord. Amen.” (In Time of 
Great Sickness) 

From Your PastorFrom Your PastorFrom Your Pastor   

Pastor Skovgaard 
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Since the LWML meeting 
for April 1 has been can-
celled, we hope we can 
meet on  Wednesday, 
May 6, 2020 in the BAAC 
at 10:00 a.m. The Bible 
study, “Burning Hearts 
and Opened Eyes,” 
found on page 20 of the 
spring issue of Lutheran 

Woman’s Quarterly, is about Jesus and the Emmaus disci-
ples. Their hearts were burning from all of the events 
leading up to Easter, which they did not fully understand. 
Because of Jesus coming to them and explaining the 
Scriptures, their eyes were opened. We, too, as we study 
God’s Word have our eyes opened 
 

Good news! Mission Grant #8 for $30,000 has been fully 
funded. This grant will be allocated by the South Wiscon-
sin District of LCMS for scholarships to SWD full time 
church worker students at the seminaries and the Concor-
dia University System. This will help future pastors, teach-
ers, directors of Christian education, deaconesses, and lay 
ministers as they prepare for their ministries within our 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.  “Jesus said to them 
‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all cre-
ation.’ ” Mark 16:15 

Mission Grant #9 for our district LWML is “Alaska Native 
Discipleship Teen Camp” for $16,705. There is a need 
to help the two teen camps for Alaskan natives by offering 
scholarships to guide these teenagers and help them to 
make wise choices as they learn more about Jesus, their 
Savior. After the first teen camp in 2018, there were 18 
teenagers who were baptized. Since that time, the number 
of teens attending the camp has tripled. For some of these 
teens, this is the first time that they have learned about 
Jesus. When this mission grant is funded, LWML-SWD will 
have reached its goal for the 2018-2020 Biennium. The 
money that funds all of these mission grants comes from 
mite donations from the 21 societies of the LWML-SWD. 
Thank you to all congregation members who have contrib-
uted their mites for the spread of the Gospel. 
 

The LWML Zone 3 Rally scheduled for Saturday, April 25, 
2020 at Elm Grove Lutheran Church has been cancelled. 
 

Keep the date of Saturday June 20, 2020 open for the 
LWML-SWD Convention to be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Grafton, WI. Voting for the new Mission Grants 
for the 2020-2022 Biennium will take place. 
 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,. Con-
tinue to live in Him, rooted and 
built up in Him.” Colossians 2:6a 

Barbara Kurth 

BASKETS OF 
BLESSING  

           

At Easter, our hearts are 
filled with joy, love and 
thankfulness as we cele-
brate our Savior’s Resurrec-
tion. It is so important to 
show our love and concern 
for our fellow members, 
especially those who are 
homebound.  We hope to 

be able to resume our pick-up and delivery of the 
Easter baskets at a later date.  We pray for God's 
blessings of protection and guidance.  Please watch 
the weekly newsletter for details. 

Barbara Thompson and Carole Braun 

 

 

Address/Phone Changes: 

Alyssa Krueger  
150 Melrose Ave. E #204 
Seattle, WA  98102 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

We welcome: 
 

ALEXANDRA Thompson, by baptism  
  
Tirzah Gresley & JULIETTE Gresley 
211 E. Park Ave.  
Waukesha, WI 53186 
Transferred from Good Shepherd LC  
Watertown  
 

Rick Schmidt & MAGGIE Schmidt  
2055 Glen Cove Lane  
Brookfield, WI 53005 
Elizabethschmidt_80@yahoo.com  
414-364-4125 
Transferred from Brookfield LC  

We will miss:   
 

Jennifer Setzer & ELI Wintheiser   
Transferred to Brookfield LC  

ITALIAN  
DINNER  

POSTPONED  
INDEFINITELY 

 

Our youth thank you 
for your support as we 

prepared to host the 2020 dinner. It is always an ex-
ceptional event-not to be missed! It is quite possible 
that it will be rescheduled for the fall of 2020. Both 
bands are interested in coming back to EGL when we 
are able to safely hold the dinner. Stay tuned!   

mailto:Elizabethschmidt_80@yahoo.com
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The first meeting of the Young Adult group took place on 
Saturday, March 14 at the home of Bruce and Sue Wil-
cox.  This is a group for all people from post-high school 
to ages 30-35.   In attendance were left to right Christine 
Wilcox, Jenna Patterson, Matt Ewert, Ben Ewert and Ann 
Wilcox.  Christine opened with a devotion about God's 
plan for us and related it to life after high school.  The 
group then played the game "Apples to Apples".  After a 
pizza supper they played five-handed sheepshead.  Most 
of the group then headed to Culvers for custard and to 
say hello to Emily Ewert who wasn't able to attend be-
cause she had to work.  Stay tuned for information about 
the next meeting.  Questions should be directed to Sue 
Wilcox at 262-574-0051 or suew14237@gmail.com.  

Your health and safety are our highest priority, so in 
light of the current global situation with the new coro-
navirus, COVID-19, we have decided to postpone 
EGL's Golf Outing, Dinner, and Auction. We know that 
many of you look forward to this event, and we look 
forward to a fun day on  
 

Friday, October 2 
 

If you are unable to attend the October event and 
have already paid, here are a couple options. You can 
give the registration as a donation, sponsor a teacher 
to attend, or we can issue a refund. 
Thank you for your patience, flexibility, and under-
standing during these uncertain times. We will keep 
you updated with any other changes that may arise.  
 

If you have questions, please contact Pam Ganswindt 
at pganswindt@egl.org. 

Written at the dawn of the Cold War, C.S. Lewis's 1948 
book, On Living in an Atomic Age, is still relevant. Here's 
a key excerpt: 
 

"In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic 
bomb. 'How are we to live in an atomic age?' I am tempt-
ed to reply: 'Why, as you would have lived in the six-
teenth century when the plague visited London almost 
every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age 
when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your 
throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in 
an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, 
an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of 
motor accidents.' 

 

"In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the 
novelty of our situation. Believe me, dear sir or madam, 
you and all whom you love were already sentenced to 
death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a 
high percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant 
ways. We had, indeed, one very great advantage over 
our ancestors — anesthetics; but we have that still. It is 
perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing 
long faces because the scientists have added one more 
chance of painful and premature death to a world which 
already bristled with such chances and in which death 
itself was not a chance at all, but a certainty. 
 

"This is the first point to be made: and the first action to 
be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going 
to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when 
it comes find us doing sensible and human things — 
praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, 
bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our 
friends over a pint and a game of darts — not huddled 
together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. 
They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but 
they need not dominate our minds." 

Jim Olson and Ron Wegner delivered 35 boxes of 
clothes to Hope Lutheran Church on January 22.  As 
we find ourselves with lots of time at home these 

days, cleaning closets is a great way to pass the time.  We welcome your donations of 
clothing when the “all clear” is given for folks to get out and about again.  Don’t forget our 
food pantries!  Cash donations at this time are greatly appreciated! 

BREAD & FISH 

mailto:suew14237@gmmail.com
mailto:pganswindt@egl.org
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ANNUAL BREWERS GAME! 
 

The annual Miller Park Outing will take place on Monday, 
July 27. This 7:10 evening game is against the Cardinals.  
We have 50 tickets available.  First come, first served.   
Don’t miss this annual, fun-filled event. Contact the church 
office for information on any changes in the MLB schedule 
due to COVID-19.   Go, Brewers! 

 

CONDUCTOR  
IN TRAINING 

Due to absences in the Exultate 
Ringers, the regular conductor, 
Karla Bessert needed to be a ring-
er.  She asked Scott Paukner to fill 
in as conductor.  Scott’s wife, 
LaBree is a ringer in the group so 
their 2.5 year old son, Elliott came 
along to the rehearsal.  The ring-
ers enjoyed watching Elliott imi-
tate is daddy!  Then Sunday came 
with an unexpected additional ab-
sence and Scott was needed as a 
ringer.  With his excellent training 
at the rehearsal, young Elliot was 
able to conduct the offering piece 
at both Sunday services much to 
the delight of Pastor Skovgaard 
and those in attendance! Thank 
you to Pam Ganswindt and Doug 
Grelk for the great pictures. 
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Thanks to our Church cleaning crew, David and Yvonne 
Bangle who make sure the nave is spick n span! They 
are part of our front line in protecting us from Covid-19. 

YOUR “SHEPHERDING THE 
FUTURE” DOLLARS  

AT WORK 

The Fellowship Hall (cafeteria) water heater was re-
placed on Saturday, February 29.  Many thanks to 
Peter Holzwart, Terry Sousek and (pictured) Dennis 
Braun and Jim Olson. 

 

The Elm Grove Lutheran Child 
Care Center was in need of 
some new curtains as seen in 
the “before” picture above. 
Thanks to some talented seam-
stresses and a Thrivent grant, 
the window treatments now 
look great! (right)  Jean Ben-
nett and Linda Hoffmann sewed 
the curtains and valances. They 
are shown, far right, with 
handyman Dennis Braun and 
child care employees Lynn Bock 
and Archita Modak. 

NEW CURTAINS FOR CHILD CARE CENTER 
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Dear Elm Grove Lutheran Families,  
 

May God be with all of you during this time of unrest and uncertainty. The comfort we can all take during this time is 
that our God is faithful to His people. He promises to be with us and take care of us. We can be sure of this during 
times such as these.  

 

As you may have heard on the news, Governor Evers has requested 
that the Health Department close K-12 schools indefinitely. At this 
point, the faculty and staff are working diligently to provide a digital/
blended learning format to assist you through this process. Our goal to 
continue to reach learning targets as if the students were in the build-
ing. That, however, may look different with a digital learning format. 
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, DPI, has suggested to 
stress quality of instruction over quantity. It is our goal as educators to 
utilize Google classrooms to communicate with our students to provide 
quality assignments in the core content areas: reading, writing, math, 
science, and social studies. We also feel that physical activity and So-
cial Emotional Learning are critical during this time. Parents should see 
the assignments and activities reflect that emphasis.  
 

Teachers will be available to answer any questions you may have during normal school hours, 8:05 am - 3:10 pm. 
Parents should be able to reach them by phone or email. I will be sending an email with a video attached including a 
devotion and daily announcements every morning.   
 

One of the best pieces of advice that I can give you is to try and keep a normal schedule. I will send out sample 
schedules of what a typical day might look like for parents at home. Feel free to use them or adjust as necessary. The 
amount of recommended time for academics in this situation varies by grade level and we will be sensitive to that. 
Have your children wake up at a consistent time and get themselves ready as if they would for coming to school. Take 
this time to pray and spend time in devotions together as a family. Play games together, cook together and talk. Find 
the blessings in this situation. Share pictures with the teachers of the work you are doing at home. We will miss your 
children and their wonderful smiles.  
 

 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
His purpose.” Romans 8:28 

Ms. Corn 

UPCOMING EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
Thinking positively…. 
 

April 27-May 8   Art Fair 
 

May 3    8th grade Confirmation  10:45 a.m. 
 

May 5    K3-K5 Mother’s Day Event 
 

May 7    Spring Fling  6:30 p.m. in the gym 
 

May 11    Track & Field Day  
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MUSIC INFORMANCE 
The annual Music “Informance” took place on 
Thursday, March 5.  The entire school partici-
pated in demonstrating some of the fun and 
creative things they get to do in music classes 
with Mrs. Marose under the theme of The Mag-
nificent Seven: The Seven Days of Creation. 
 

Left: PreK4, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 4th 
grades practice the group song, “God Creat-
ed.” 
 

Below:  Mrs. Marose leads the 2nd graders in  
singing “All Night, All Day” while 6th grade ac-
companies them on Orff instruments and 
drums.  

BOOK FAIR JUNGLE 
 

Thank you to all 
volunteers and 
patrons of our 
Scholastic Book 
Fair. Due to your 
participation, we 
were able to raise 
over $2,300 in 
Scholastic Dollars 

to purchase books and learning materials for our school 
and classroom libraries!  

 

Are you doing a lot of online shopping while being 
quarantined during the Covid-19 pandemic?  

Be sure to use Amazonsmile! 

 

What is Amazonsmile?   
 

Amazonsmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support your favorite charitable organization every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low pric-
es, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to EGL.  
You use the same account on Amazon.com and Ama-
zonsmile. Your shopping cart, wish list, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account 
settings are also the same. 
 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/39-0908369 and Amazon do-
nates to Elm Grove Lutheran 
Church & School.   
 

THANK YOU!   

Congratulations to the  Elm Grove Lutheran 
Knowledge Bowl Team who took 4th place at the annual 
competition on March 9 at St. Paul’s Lutheran School-
Oconomowoc.  Team members at right include Lizzie Ky 
(8), Taylor Owen (8), Lexi Hoppe (6), Sarah Stroh (6), 
Marjorie Eichelberger (7), and Brett Owen (6).  They 
were coached by Mr. and Mrs. Paukner.   

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0908369
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0908369
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April Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”) 
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not  

included, please be sure to contact the church office.  
Thanks! 

April 1 
Zoe Keck 
Justin Speck  
Duncan Wierzchowski  
 
April 2 
A-Rob & Julie Diehl  
Harvey Kroening  (92) 
Mary Mhambrey  
LaBree Paukner  
 
April 3 
Austin Garcia  
Matt Stroh 
Nicholas Weinbauer   
 
April 5 
Ashley Fisher  
Seth Williams  
 
April 6 
Victoria Ohde  
 
April 7 
Sophia Handrich  
Olivia Olbrot  
Zach Skovgaard  
Mary Tischer  
 
April 8  
A-Kelly & Dick Niggemann  
Rose Lee  
 
April 9 
Gene Brunner  
Carmen Nieting (98) 
Norm Seeger  
Henry Van Schaick 
 
April 10 
Joseph Beltran  
Megan Dougherty  
Amy Zientek  
 
 
 
 
 

April 11 
A-Jim & Mindy Aldinger  
A- Robert & Debra Tesch  
Aaron Huber  
Ella Donath 
 
April 12 
Ella Donath  
Linda Haut  
Alexander Morateck  
Rachel Schultz  
 
April 13  
Sharon Maxson  
Matthew Zientek 
 
April 14  
Jeanne Clark  
 
April 15 
A-Michael & Jennifer Rentmaster  
Bruce Bessert  
Samuel Eichelberger 
  
April 16 
Alyssa Krueger  
Gene Traas 
 
April 17 
Brian Diven  
Parker Marriott 
Nina Polzin  
David Wolber  
 
April 18 
A-Gene & Irene Brunner   
A-Elizabeth & Jack Tice 
Diane Olson  
Sue Schmalzer  
 
April 19 
Dennis Braun 
 
April 20 
Michael Dober 
Eric Weller  
 
 

April 21  
A-Brian & Linda Diven  
Riley Novak  
 
April 22 
Rebecca  Frank 
Andrew Ewert 
Heather Hipke  
Katherine Will  
 
April 23 
Elise Halvorson  
Liam Novak  
 
April 24  
Andrew Dietrich  
Steve Nelson 
Timothy Senkbeil  
 
April 25 
A-Preston & Sarah Nobile  
 
April 26 
A-Gary & Katherine Will  
Linda Goba 
Kathryn Kuffel  
Nancy Schuchardt  
 
April 27 
Tommy Alles  
Jenna Patterson  
 
April 28 
A-Richard & Christine Jaeschke  
A-Kathryn & Kevin Kuffel  
Stephanie Garcia 
Erika Gehrke  
 
April 30 
Ron Hessenthaler 
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20202020



 

Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor  

Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar 

Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus  

Ms. Heather Corn, Principal  
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday     7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
 

Saturday  5:30 p.m. 
The Lord’s Supper celebrated  

1st, 3rd, 5th Saturday 
 

Sunday  8:00 a.m. 
The Lord’s Supper celebrated   

1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday 
 

Sunday School & Bible Classes 
9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday  10:45 a.m. 
The Lord’s  Supper celebrated   

2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday 

 

WORSHIP DURING  
 

the  
 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

 

We will continue to offer  
worship during the pandemic 
as restrictions allow.  Please 

call the church office  
(262-797-2970)  

for information on what is 
available. 


